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Re: Princeton Coal Basin

. Sever al daEs in Cctober., 1945 were spent by
the witer and WJ. Lynott studing the geo_loqy wth a
view to _the feasibility of making a geological study
of the Basin. .RHughes assisted greatly through
his know edge of operations and of geography in the
district.
, , The Princeton Coal Basin is accurately .outlined
in Rice's Princeton Sheet. No geological work other
than that by Camsell and Rice has been done.

by the Tulaneen-Simlkameen valley. The southern Rart
has been developed and is fairly well known, but the

northern part contains no known coal and very few out-
Crops.

The Basin is naturaII){ divided into two parts
e
y

. P.W Gegory has ?repared a 300 foot to 1 inch
topographic map of “much of the southern part of the
basin, on which the several mne workings are plotted.
K.C. Fahrni, Ganby Geologist, has witfen,a short re-
PO” on the Ganby holdings, a copy of which acconpanies
his nenorandum

_ ~ The Basin appears in general to possess a rela-
tively sinple structure with the coal measures folded
and buckled at the margins. There appears to have been
intrusive action at sofme marginal points and the grade
of the coal is reputedly raiSed by this action at “sone
points, as at the Blue Flame mne. Qutcrops are pre-
domt nant|y of sandstone, but there is some shale in the
section.

_ It is doubtful whether a reasonably aeccuraté
section of the southern part of the Basin can be obtained
from ti&e naturald outcrfopbs allcone,dbéjg |{1 reqi ong é)i} shaILow
cover dressing down 0 S an ggings .of sg
can mater| allyg expand _thgﬁJ ihf‘tiz;ma_tiozy;avai-lﬁbl@.‘“ ﬁgﬁc H
best natural “section is that along ‘the Similkaieéh FRIVER,T
along an approximately NS line and a secondary |ine of
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section exists al ong the similkameen-Tulameen [IVELS
followng an E-EWIline.  Sone bore hgles have been put
down and there are random spot outcrops. Wth +he par-
tial know edge of the stratigraphy gained from these
sources the gaps in that know edge can be at |east par-
tly brld?ed by digging test pitsTin areas of no drift
and |ight soil cover.

In the northern part of the Basin the

know edge ?a|ned in the southern part may be used to

advantage fo determne what height in the section is re-

presented by the few areas of outcrop. Wthout that
grlor know edge it is doubtful whether anything can be
one.

A geol ogjcal study of the Basin would be an
advantage Incorr Iatln? the existing mnes.  Sone doubt
exists as to the equivalence of seans, and also as to
the configuration of the margins of the Basin. Crunpling
my be exeessive in sone parts but in_others coal seans
mght be uncovered w thout nuch cost if geological work
were done.

Much work could be done in a month and all use-
ful geolo?y m ght be acconplished in two nonths, or it
m ght™ be Tound advisable for a geologist to spend a full
season. (ne assistant should be sufficient, and di gging
coul d be done when and if desirable by casual labour.

_ It is unlikely that the geological work would
rovide a thesis. The ‘structure and stratigraphy may not
e worked out in a sufficient degree of conpleteness to

satisfy university requirements, “even though the in-
formation would prove useful to the coal mining industry.
It seens inprobable that studies of the sedinents them
se%veslmould be sufficiently worthwhile to provide thesis
material .

"M, S. HEDLEY"

M., S. Hedl ey,
Mning Engineer
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