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RO WINING DISTRICT. ) (E;Z

The DBritish Columbia Mining Necord of July 1048 says :-

Jdnataine Arm ig situated sboout 200 nmiles northwest of
Vietoria, nesr tke upnper cn# df Vancouyer Island, extending
to the east ahout 22 miles, whare it forks, forming three sraus,
Fnown regpectively as the West Arm, Rupert Arm and ths South East
Arm. The Sound proyper and its different Arme very from one half
te three wiles in wldth, formine, with perhaps the excanlion of
Puget Somnd, the most commadious, the safest and the wost magni-
ficent harbour on the Horth Pacific Coast.

Unon the West shore of the Souil: eant Arm, and smbont three
miles frow the forlis, Com?tock movintain rises at an altitude of
ahont 2,500 feet, and down this mountaia Canyon Greet, a consider!
ahle stream, flcws into the sound., Uponeither éida of thie creek
are located the different mining prOpeftiea comprised in the Rew

rnatsine Mining Ddstrict, now numbering perhens forty clsims.

The first of these loecations were made 1ip the early sunmer of
1897, and were recorded at Nanaimo, which is et present the -« . .

neares! Recordsr's office,

TOPOGRAPHY OF THE TISTRICT,

The mountaine rise wore or less sbrupkly from the waters
of the Sound, and their sides sre covered by & dente growth of
valuable Tir, dpruce, hemloek, red and yellow eeder end other
timber, 6 the surfasce being covered by docayed vegetation , moss
and undergrowth, which renders prospecting diffienlt.

Upon the higher altitudes only doee snow fall and lie during
the winter. ©he rain fall during the winter season, 1in common
wfth the rest of the Coast, ie rzther heavy, though not as

excessive as {nrther up the Coast, in ilaska.

; COMSTOCY MOUETATY,

Nearly all the logatione made in the Disiriet, up to the
presont time, lie upon Comstock lowntain., The formation here
anﬂiﬁte principally of &lorite, guartzite, erystalline, limestond
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and porphritie dykes. This mountain is upon the west 2ide of,

and paraloll to, the Soubtheast Arm of the Sound, the locations
extending along this wovntain for = distante of two and half to
three mwilez. The mountain is ent by mmerous strong fissure veins,
varying frowm several to Pifty feet in width - iu come nlaces the
BhoWings &¥e &5 much af cne himdred fost wide with croppings of
iron sulphides, carrying copver, &nd alro a considerable percent;
age of silvor and go0ld. Some of these leffiges have been itraced for
ap unbroken distance of over 2,000 feet. Some galens sad lead is
found mixed with the copper in one or two inatances, but only one
agfay for lead has been mede, yielding & veturn of 10.5 percent.
Other veins of e2lmost pure iron sulprhides, which will prove val-
uable for fluxing purposes, are also fomnd. These sulphides close-
1y resemble the hest Ores from the Trail Creer District. Although
but 1ittle development work hre yet hecen done, numerous asgays taken
from gurface ores have given values varying frow 2.6 per cent Ho

16 par cent copper, and from trsce to $7.00 gold, with from one to
twenty ounces silver. The result of a number of these assays are
as_foilows, the copper being figured =t 11 cents, although the

market value ig 312.50 peor eowt.

Ho. Copyer Gold Silver Lead Total.
1 2.6 per et.  §1.20 o $6.82
2 3.0 " trace 7,04
3 Z.2 " " " 774 7.91
4 4.3 " v - l.l0z 10,11
5 4.9 " " 1.402 : 17,55
6 3.0 " " 2448 £.00 | 11.08
7 B 0o trace 1.4 oz 12.25
8 5Lv noow " 5.04 o 12,41
9 5;5 v " 11.00 oz 18,57
10 B9 "o 2,06 .02 oz 18.00
i1 510 woow 7.01 1.6 og 18,93
12.- 2io T 1.0% 10.9 oz 10.5 p 24,11
13 6%5 L L 4,12 3.2 oz ' 21.44 .
14 5.8 " °© trace 9.2 oz - 24,70
16 83 " = 5,50 2.% ou 25,50



No. Copper Gold Silver Lesad Total.

16 9.1 per ¢t. 83,10 B.4 0% $526.19
17 12,5 "™ " trace 5.6 " 30,58
138 8.2 " " trace 19,6 oz 30.80
19 14,4 " " 9.0 " 36,63
20 1,0 " 7 £1.00 6.0 7 29.62
21 iz, " trace 9.8 oz 31.%80
82 10.6 " " 1,08 5,0 oz 27,10
23 13,7 " " - 4.13 11,6 oz 40.99

This givee an average of $21.52 on 23 assays, all from sur-
foee rock, the Pirst half dozen being made before any progpecting
hed been domne, and previons fo. the discovery of the stronger ledges,'
which have ghown & uniformly high value, especially in the copper
- returns,

i Tunnel gites are plentiful where depth can he ohtained

running upon the veins at the rate of foot for foot, in bhis manner

- anproximating 2,500 fset in depth in some places on the wmountain.

CONDITIONS WOR FINTYA AND SHIPETHG.

hn aceount of the numerous outerors, development work
cauld'%e cormenced al & number of very favourable points, whore
tunnelé could be driven cr shafts suﬁk in pey ore from the surface.

There ia an abundance of water in Cenon Creek and its trib-
utariee to furnish power for drillis and other machinery, and the
dense forests upon the Cclsims solve the Juestion of timbering for
all ti%e. The eonfigunation of the ground is such that a gravity
systemican te utilized for carrying the ore to tide water, vhere gdeep
water %essels can lay c¢lose fo the shore at any point Gesired. At
the moﬁth of Candn Creek there 1s sufficient open and comparatively
level gronnd upron which to erect extensive concentrating and reductim
plants; with & sufficiently larhe townsite to accomodate all the

busgneés likely to be developed, and wherr wharves, and all Ffacilitie:

for shipping can be advantageously erected. The most remote location
are not further disbtent then o mile and a nslf fror %ide water, and

the majority of them 2re within half a mile.
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.. +rom the shore, water transportation to the Smelters st Tacoma

and Everett, should not excered, on ten-ton lots, $1.10 per ton,

and for heavy shipments & material reduction of these figures
ghould be made, Traasportation retes from tnis Matrict teo
Swanses, Wsles, have been quoted et £5.00 per ton, and the
-smelters at that point have cffered to pay $1.50 per unit for copps
and full value for gold and silver.

From tests made and Pigures obtained, the ores from this
camy ean be reduced st Técoma or Everett, Vash. at a rate aver;
aging $6.00 per ton. However, should this District develop as
expected, and a5 present Indicetions imply, the ores will be
smelted upon the ground, se 2l thecessary fluxes are in the
immadiate vicinilty, coal of an axecellent coking quality exista-
ing upon Ruper Arm of the Sound, ard large deposits of limew
stone in the {mmediate vicinlty of the camp will produce plenty
of 1ron,'silica, lead ,ete., for all purposes.

The absence of ice and snow greutly fracilitates mining and
gmelting operations, and supnlies ean be laid down here Trom
Vieteria, st the present time, st from #4.00 to £6.00 per ton in
gmell quantities,

TRAREPORTATION,

y

Y The Cenedinn Peeifie Nevigation Cormpany is now oyeratingla
betwesn e,

boat ling fxpy Victoriz and fmabsino, leaving the fermer plaqg

on the "0th. of each wmonth, and mgking the round trip, touching

at various other places slone the trip, in from sight to ten dnys.

We are assured that as soon as bueiness Justifies 1t, Lhis?ﬁervice

will be increased and extepded and that more favourable rates will

be;established when the quantity of business warrants, “In-fact

1tiis stated that hereafter the service will be a semi-monthly

one, & the Coal Compeuy has recently sent in ¢wo ship loads of

maéhinery. and are preparing for extemsive improvements, which

wi%l require betver Servide than has obtained heretofore. It is

_gléq gtated on whet seems good authority, thet 2 saw mill of

from 50,000 to 75,000 feet daily capscity, will shortly be ine



/
gtalled op the Sound, which alone would neccseifateca weekly service.
' Tha Sound cen gl%d be reached from Vanconver via the inside
‘¢haennel, by rounding the upper point of the island, thus making

an optional route of about equal length to that from Vietoria.



