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TN THD BOARD CF DIRECTORE OF THE WREST VALCH  VRER COWIIFRCIAL
COMPARY,
Gentlemen: -

At your regiilest I bes to give & short review of the wqu
done'on your property &t Cosl Harbor and viacinity, Weet Arm of
Muatgine Seound.

I{ is well known to the members of the Board c¢f Direct;
ors that the entire prorerty of the Compeny is covered with 2
denge growth of forest treee, ccnsisting of Fir, Spruce, FHemlock,
end Ceder, which renders the work of exploration slow and difficult,

Previong to the commencement of the work, July 1898,
under Thillip Rowe, very 1ittle systematic work has heen done on
the promrty, although s great desl of money has bteen expended for
work thet hod not beew followed up, buf seems to have teor aban-
Aened a2t the 1gaéﬁ set beclk.

The dismond drill emvloyed produced = core only 5/8"
diaméter. The cors was 8o hadly mixed znd ground up that ewam-
ination was under the bhest conditions, very unsatisfaciory.

Altnough &8 stated, the resnlts were not by ony
meann in proportion to the money expended, yet they have served
as a guide fer the work being dome on the property. 4ll ths pros-
pectiing hae heen made on the prowerty lying wesi ot Fatchinughtum
Creek, 2nd at & fow scatfersd points, for ex=zmple, in the viecinity
of thé eamp at Coal Harbour including Znd. end 3rd. Creeks, st
Hockeemish Cresk, about 1 1/8 milss west of camp, and at s point
on the extreme wesfarly boundary of the property, Known 29 the
West irm working, 4 1/2 m miles west of Canp, where you asre now
working.

‘The Geclogical Report of John J. Isndele; nmade in 1872, the
Geologiasl Report of Geo. ¥. Dawson, Fereh lst., 1887, and the
feclogienl Report of Tr. Rareld ¥, Fairbenke, October 1839, agres
that the whele of Section 1, being 508G acres, is underlaid with

eotl, with the exception of & fer 2eres on the extrme norihwest

[}

cornef.

' Phis being well ietermined by the veports, it rémaineg for

the explorer to escertain the thickness of the coal seams ané the
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and the value of the cozl.

Preliminary exeminations were made 8t four peintel; 1st,
3rd. Craeek sbout 1 mile easl of camp; 2nd. On Vogsta Cresk, near
Hatehinughtum, one mile east of esmp; 3Hrd. Hookeemish Creek, 1 5/4
miler H.H.¥. of camp; and 4th. Adamson’s Wnt, 4 1/2 miles west of
cEinmp.

some time was occupled in this work, and it was decided that
the examination should for the first fow montne 2t least, not be
pursned Lo sny gresat depth, but it was thought hest to gend up a
small hoisting plant before winter was too far sdvanced.

As no meteppological observaticns hsd besn mads; knowledge of
the climate wee quite limited, but it was stated to be severe in
winter and great excest of rain anft spow. The contrary has nroved
to be the cafe, The climate i3 mild, the rainfall not excessive
and eénow rarely esceeds a few inches 1in depbh, remaining but a
short tlre,

_The first prospecting work waz done on &rd. Creelk, but the
loestion nroving unsatisfactory, and the &rill holes misleading,
furtner work was diseentinued. The auality cof codl here wus,
however, excallent.

‘In Qetober 1898, work was commenced on Jogsta ercek and cone
tinned until June, 1898. & assem of ceal was encouktered in the
shatt and exposed in the drift, The gsesr was here 5 ft. ghiék.
About '50 tong of coal were removed, and put on the dnmp,_ahd the
steamer OQueen, on _one of her tripe frem Huatsino te Viefboria
#ead enocugh of thie co&l o make the yin with satisfaccstyy results.

The cogl of this ¥¥ sesm is & good coking auelity, but for house;
hold or commerclal purpose will have to bhe washed as it runs from
18 to 2% 4in ssh.

Thé:sample nesayed by Mr. Abbot Hanks in Tan Frencisco, talen

from near the aurface, zave the followming results:~

®ixed carbon 4918
VYolatile combustible matter 27,55
Vater L 2,70
heh u ﬁ 24,57

| 160,00

Coke 73,76



The Superintendent vstimeted that this seam covers an arez of from
15 to 20 aeres.  The shaTte and drifée sre well timbered and left
in good condition. The nlr in sonth arift when the main hody of
goal was found was foul, snd as sufficisent worlk had been done to
prove the 2eam, the wory wos storned, and on July lst. 1899, work
vaw gomuenced &t Adapgon’s Hub, 4 1/2 miles west of camp. 4 steam
launeﬁ waf purchase®, 28 the enitineg af 2 road through the timber
33& hﬁil&ing ur of & new caup would have bheen very expenzive snd
£00 much +ime loat between the btwo camps, The steam launch hos
proved to be of #ery great velue.

n€ 14 Wag very desirable to get the work well under way st
this point, before the heavy raine of winter began, !r. Rowe wag
ingtructed to commgnee operations st the earliest possible date.,

Lighaft wseas sunk 18 feet and slope started from the bottom.

Lfter driving 28 feal coal cume in et the top of slope and dea
velopad inte n 8Seam of elean coal of oxcellent gquaeltty , 2! 11"
thiok, which was followed for 80 feet, dfiving in a southerly
direation under the water ftowarde the faunlt$ vhich crosses the
fate of the pronerty. 4T 100 feet the cosl Deeame comewhal vit-
rified and refucef to & little over 3 feet. At this times Ur.
Tareld 1. Fairbank, T™h. D., & Geclogiat of repulaticn, znd well
gequeeinted with the geology oF the coast, and who had bocn sent
wp 0 Zakre s geological exmmination 67 the vroperty, was on the.
ground, and was consul'c_ed br the ;'?‘apcrintehdent, wnd o drift was
started ‘n aneasSterly dircetion , and driven about 18 foet when =
dovmfall of rein comtinued for 9 days, B.39 inche® of rain falling
in that time. The surface water got ints the shaft and drowned
the men oug, &b Lhe end of vhieh time the storw ceased, ani after
7 daye work with the sprlicances at hand, the water wa® vumpcd out,
and the work resumed, and the drift is now bheing driven 2 1/2 feot
ver gay. The iadt letter frowm the mire ie dated 2Bth. Octoher,
1899, when tha Superintendeni reports the co2) seam frhieckenins and
improving. The nurpcose if to run casterly about 200 feat when all
gzologicnl disturbance will ke posead,

The work 19 well 1aid out for the winter and averything is

in good condition both 2t the Vest frm wbrkings and in camp,
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It ig the present intention, after the character of the seanm
now hailng worked on is determined, to male explorations on
Dookneomish Sreek. €o far wa hava every renson 4o be satisfied

with the wor¥r dec1e; everyining has been €arried on in an econ-

T
T
1

omieal and quiet way.

EXTRLCT 7RO TREPTYR QF PHILIP ROVE,

April 18, 1899.
The Wogsta vein is H' 6", shaft down 52 feot, and the coal
onened outby fwo drifte running north =nd routh respectively.

The south drift ie in 30 Ffeet snd the ecal is Ter superior
to that we struek in the shaft whieh was in the alip and from
whieh I sent you s sarple,

There are 40 tone of picked coml on the dump snd with the
developing wark alrendy done we are able to pick 25 tons of
coal per Aday.

v Referring to the quentifl , there is no doubt that the
vein extends over the entiere eastern portion of the vroperty,
and a8 to the thickness of the geam, we will probably find that
it inercases ag we work towards the bawin, but the croppings
show it 4o he mot less than 5 fest in three nlaces vwhere it
aprears op the anrfaée.The part of your property entered by the
aouth drift widl give us from 15 fo 20 acrees without any fault
or flip appesring in the eurface,

JULY 22nd., 1899.

t At depth of 28 feet I cut into roof and got 10" of the
begt codl we have yet séen, with hard shale end clay ehove me,
Ae 1t stands to-day, we  have a gesm of 4! 11" of gzood
coal that does not need sny washing.

Ve have 29 tons first-class cozl in dunp that nends

L)

neither washing ar picking ( This refers to seam a% Adsmson'e Hut ).

Some of the coal from ehove =oom wag sent to Mr. ¥.u.

i 1 . . . L
Vincent, Assistant Henager, Panadian Yaeific Navigation Company,

Wdoi under date of Oet, 17, 1899, addressed to the Conpany says,
A

i1

I teke plensure in stating that we have made o careful test

. _.of the mample of coal furnished by the West Vancocuver Commor-
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eiay Cowpepy, and £ind the quality satisfactory in evey resgpect,
g-i"?ing;goof{ heat znd wmaking Tittle ash,

Iegayding the road between Coal Marhor on the west and
Hardy Bay ¢n the east Bide of the Tslong, both of which are
1an&-1écked harbors wilh deep welter end good asnchorage and only
9 milee dpart, it 15 expocted that the Government will resume
wory ihnthe Spring with a wharf al Hardy Bay.

Jith a wharf at Hardy Bay the darge number of zteomers
running go the g0ld fiolds of ilaska will have 2 very desirable
stoppiﬁg place and your property will have einmost daily com-
munieafion with the reazt of the world, and while you can land
poal slmeet directly frorm the wineé into sea-poing vessels at
the West fym of.Quatsino.Sound, and there is deep and safe wabker
Lo the'Paeific Deean, 8 tram 9 wiles long ean earry ths coal to
the great rleet of steamers rlying on the inland passage, and
passiné Hardy Bay, a9 gooun as you have advancad your explor-
ationg Tar enougl to jrstily the wining of ths coanl.

Respecting the Geolorice~l report of Tir. Fairbanihs, which
hes been 1gid befcre you, in conversstion had %ctober 13, 1899,
with br. Hereld W. Weirbanks, in Mr. Terpes' office, ITr. Fﬁir;
banks, Who has reporbted on the geclogy of your property, stzted
thrt the whoie of 1ot Do, 1y with the excention of 2 cornsr on
the Torth Vest end, wad® covered withk coal beds; thalt the thieh-
nerg of the sesps could only ne determined by actunlly cutting
throweh them, &nd that it appeared te him, ae far as he could see
from the workings glresdy made, thst therce wero nono of = very
graat thickneSS,‘or suy, erceeding from three to five and one
half Teet. |

The preeent workingslof the Yest end of the provwerty he
conaidored very encouraging, and the prosecution of the drift
now heing driven by I'r. Rowe, at the fool of the incline, in sn
eanteorly direction, would, within 2 short tinme, determine the
value of the seam, and it anpeared bo him that the seam of eoal

alrealdy deyrloped by Mr. Rowe would prouably paintsin itg thiok-

nese for o long distance easy.
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He would advise that the work 0F this arif sasterly be cone-
tinned until the Bize of the vain is deterwmined, IT it should
be found to decrcase in thickness, if mighft be well to sink
a Grill hole at the point somewhat to the west ¢f the drill
hole Yo. © nesr fud. Creelz, ag you would probably intercept the
various ¢oal aeamsjknown &8 Heecmte, 2nd. and 3rd. Creskg. He
woukd suggest another point alse, zbout midwesy between the
shove nmentionad points and Tookneenmish Creek,

The quality of the coal at ¥ert Arm is beyond question.
The ¥Wopsta workings are in 2 Syncline, but in his judgment, the
ream fonund there 1y the seme as at Natchénughtum Creek and Hesate,

The field to the eaut of Cogl Harbor further than the explor-
ations taken on the Ungsts, seemS to be unexplored, end as the
surface is that principally of lowlanfis and swamps he has had no
opportunity of eseeinp the roek and hence determining the probabil;
ity a8 to the presence of coal furthar than the eroppings on the
beach.

Dr. Fairbenks, after making hic exsminstion of the West Ven
couver Commercial Company's proverty, visited the sonth east erm
andl examined the copper mwines there, ¥He wae very much struck
with the &yrearsnce of the ore in sighty snd which the owners told
him yield s very good return by &ssay. Hé secured some of the ore
from the mine, end shipped to Zan Francisco, care of the Conpany,
and i7 the vein of copper could bte developed at this peint, the
goal of the West Yancouver Commercisl Company, evén if the seams
ware Lhirn, would be of considerable valua to be uscd for smelting
purposes.

Dr. Fairbaenks stated thnt he would on receipt of further
repnort from HMy. Rowe, be gled at any time to give what farther
information he eould in thelmatter.

Tr. Fairbanks hed spent about six veeks on the property .



