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cnt, which at the thue was not consldered ndvisable by the management. In addlHon to the work
of driving this tunnel and sorting over the o)d dumps, throughout the year work has been steadily
prosecuted from the shaft. A'good denl of work was done In the lowest or 400-fool level of the
abnft-workinga 1o fellowing up &nd extracting sireaks of high-grade ore. Other levels of the
tehaft-workinga were als¢ worked, nnd in all several car-loads of high-grade ore were taken oot
and shippcd
The property of the Wright Coal Company, conglatlng of about twelve
Wright Coal Co. ¢lelms, 18 situated near the stnilon of Seaton, on the Grand Trunk Paclfic
Railway, and nbout twenty-two miles from Hazelton. Coal-bearing beds of the
Skeepa serles are here found In a rather shallow but ralrly regular.bosin, with a total length of
about four milea and a half and a maximum width of about one mile and n half. The property

" was formerly owned by the Seaton Coal Company, and before that it ls belleved the name was

the Grand Trunk Britleh Columbia Coal Company, Limited.

Coal was dlscovered here many years ago, the seams being exposed along the banks of the
Eulkley river. Io all, ten or eleven smnll seams have been found, occurring in nbout 500 feet
of sandstones and shales, These seema renge In thickness from 1 to 3% feet and are Iylng quite
regularly and with little or no distortlon. The average strike 1s N. 686* to 70° W. (magz.), with
A northeriy dip of about 80 degrees.

. Om the maln seam a tunnel has been driven from the bank of the yiver for 230 feet, and at
a polot 120 feet from the portal a slope Is down 30 feet, which bhed water In 1t at the time of

- examination. In the slope thla seam bas 234 feet of coal on the roof, then a Jayer of bone 8 to

10 incbes thick, and then % foot of ¢oal on the floor. A saniple across the 214 feet of coal on
thke roof gave the following nnalysis; Molsture, 1.2 per cent. V.CM., 17.2 per cent.; F.C,
34.9 per cent.; ash, 46.7 per cent,

At other places {his seam showa more bone or shale. as the followlng section at the face of
the tennel shows:— .

Inches,

0 e D
Shale ....... e ad N st a b s mas e .0
Coal ......... S e mmreeasar Nt aearitenneanaetasennannnrns B .
Shale ........ A r e e e Seserrrtaersensresraies o
oY Creeeraee, eertrnereenans tieeeresnariees B
Shale with n 1ittle coal mixed In it ... ... ............. 18

Total .....oovvvnvenennns neeaa e eerirareeanaan Ceeesianrenas 47

A sample was taken cuttlng across the three hands of clean ceal and excluding thie shale-
bands and the bottom 18 inches, and the analysis of thls is as follows: Molsture, 0.0 per cent.:
V.C.M., 187 per cent.; F.C, 4G.0 per cent.; nsh, 34.8 per cent.

During Iast summer the compony made preparatlons to slnk a slope on thls =cam and
prospect it thoroughly. The slope breaks through from the surfnce into the tunoel at a point
100 feet from the tunnel-mouth: A donkey-englne has been instalied on the bench above the
workingy and only n few handred yards dlstant from Seaton Statlon. This will hoiet the waste

- material up the aiope to the surface nnd take the ceal on a tramway up the side-hill to the

heuch, 500 feet In distance and 170 feet higher elevation. At the time of vlsiting the property
{July 12th) the donkey-engine wna set up, the tramway being put In, and conneetion broken
through from the surface to the tunnel. hut work had not been started In sinking the slopc below
the tunnel-level. Nothing haa since been heard as to how the work progressed.

Khort prospeet-tuonela have been run on two or three other seamn, but it wos not antleipated
that any further work would ¢ done on them in the !mmedinte future. Obe of these tnumels
Is &7 feet lopg and shows a Beam abhout 3 feet wide. A sample tnken across 2 feet 10 Inches
at the face gnve the followlng analyals: Molsture, 0.0 per cent.; V.C.M., 182 pee cent.; ¥.C.
43.0 per cent.; ash, 37 per cent. . '

The analyses of the samples taken show an unduly bigh percentage of ash, and unless
portlone of the seams can be found which have a much lower ash content the value of this
coalfield is problematical. Corl with such high osh I3 oot of much commercial value, and at
Jeast It would have to be ¢leansd by wnrabing hefore marketing.” It will be alae noted that the
pearos are barely above the economie it In width.

L]

R,



K 122 Rerort or.THE MINISTER OF MINES. 1917

The following table of analyses of ‘iamples, taken by W.W. Leach, of the Canadlan Geological
Survey,* alano shown a high ash content for these seams:—

|-

Yol Comb. Fixed
Bample. Molstare. | Tyitter. | Owrbon. Ash.
B T T R 1.0 25,70 f2.98 . ¥
No. 2 18.inchweeam. .. 1.80 o4 66 50,08 .08
* No. 3. 20-Inchream. 1.12 23.70 81.72 7.4
No, 4. 3inchweam. ., z.16 22.03 4368 BE.18
No. & 20-nch seam. . . 1.98 £56.18 bE, 41 18.06

.

TFELEWA,

The town of Telkwa 1s sltuated on the Grond Trunk IMaclfic Rallway at the confluence of
the Bulkley and Telkwa rivers, This town has apparently improved a lttle in the Iast two
Fenrs, and the rallway-freight buslness from thls point 18 gradunlly jncreasing. The adjoining
town of Aldcrmere, aituated on a bench haif a mile Lhiehind Telkwa, has becn entirely abandoned,
everybody moving down to Telkwa. This has assisted by centrallzing all the business in
Telkwa. There nre now three genernl stores there, which keep & very complete stock of goods
ond spparently do a good business; in addition, there are some smaller Btorea.

Telkwa 13 surrounded by some very fair agrienltural country, and the productlon is inereas-
ing apd will continue to still further increase. An annual fall fair is held at which the farmers
enn phow g Inrge varlety of agriculturel produce.

There are no minlng camps close to Telkwa, but at the same time the town is ano putfitting-
polnt for prospectora and rReveral eamps, at which work has been carried on intermittenily
during the iest fow years, purchase thelr supplies from the Teikwa merchants.

The town Is compact, and now that Aldermere Iy defunct there !s no near-by rival to prevent
the centrallzation of the trade in ‘one place. Hubert, four mlles sway-—-a rallway town-—is
about 1n the same condition as Aldermere. '

The railway dlvisional town of S8mithers iz apparently a larger place than Telkwa, but the
busloess done is about the same ln amount, There 1s room for both these places to grow and
prosper, and a heaithy co-operation ghould take the place of rivalry.

The Grand Trunk Pacific Railway has net yet gone nhend with the plans for bnllding a big
station, yards, ete., af Smithers, but 1t will come in tlme. The mining camps on . Hudson Bay
mounntaln are tributary to Smithers, and possibly alse some of those in the Babine range. The
ranchea all along the Bulkley valley are gradually increasing thelr production and making more

+ business for the towns, but this growth 15 slow,

}hmsnn Bay MounNzTAIN,

Several properties on both sides of Hudson Bay mountain were described by the writer in
" his 1914 report. None of these was revisited doring the summer of 1910, but some other claims
were examined and the follewlng descriptions of them written.

The clalms examined are iocated on the north-eastern slope of Hudson Bay mountaln. and
most of them ere ns yet undeveloped prospects. The first property vislted was tbhat of Jennings
Bros., situated near Lake Kathlyn, and the otbers were the Schufer ard Martin clalma near the
top of the mountaln.

A group of six claims sttunted one mlle nnd a haif from Lake Kathlyn in
Lone Star Group. a sputbh-westerly direction, and owned by Jennings Pros. iz known as the
Lone &for gronp. Eake Kathlrn i= a small bt beantifal take on the loe of

the Grand Trank Paclde Rallway abvnt thiee miles north-west of Smithers, 2 taiiway divizional

roint. It Iz zald o have deen the intertion of the Grand Trank Pacitic offcialz b make tRiz fote
a tourlst resort. but az yet nothing hxx been done and the place I oply a Bag-station. Neverthe-
Iean, the place I3 very popular with the Smithers prople, who go there*for mummer camping.
pienle partles, ete,; It is & partienlarly pretty place and the Inke provides bathing, boating, and .
fishing.

* fummary Teport of Geological Burvey Branch, 19319, page 100,
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Aica Mouniain,

This compnny employed a force of abont ten men at 1ts mien property on Mlca
General Holding mounntain from June unill Scptember, when eperations were suspended for
Co., Lud. the winter. The manager, Gordon F. Dlckson, has kindly supplied the follow-

ing particulnrs of operctions: * Orlgioal Intentlon was to confine operntions -

almost entirely to opening up the vein from the raise at a depth of 80 feet below the surface,
but after driving for alrout 20 feet on the vein we struck atich a heavy flow of water that it was
Impossible to continue, [ then formed two new camps, one on Low (east) Mica-mountain and
cne on High (west) Mica mountnln, and from workings at these places about 214 tons of mica
was extracted, which was cut Lefore being brought out and reduced to about 700 1b. and shipped
to BEdmonton.”

The manager further statea thnt he 13 of the opinion, nnd is so advising his dircctorate,

. that the expense of scesonal operations only 18 too great, and that arrangements should be maide
to cnrry on work throughout the year contlnuously. Shipments of mica #ould be made when

supplles were brought in during the open secnson. A full account of thls property will be fonnd
in the Annual Report for 1920.
Ravenal—(8ee alzo Annunl Report for 1526.) The owner, H. Ravenal, reports having

worked at his property during the vear,

Coar,

This year shows a sutisfactory Increase in the ontput of coal, the market being greatly
stimulated by an early gnd severe winter. The output fram the Goat Creek Colliery of Telkwa
Collleries, Limited, amounted to 1,671 long tons, S compated with 1,260 lopg tons in 1926.

, This company maintained a smzall force of men at ite Goat Creek Colliery,
Telkwa mining sufficient coal to supply the market and Improving haulage-ways in
Collieries.  the mine. A fall account of this colliery will be found §n the Annual Report

for 1926. Ald was given by the Department of Mines in improving the motor- -

road from thia colllery to Telkwa, a distance of 514 miles.

Reaton Joalfield,

Thia conlfield 1s described in the Annual Report for 10106 as the Wright Coal Company
(Seaton}. A careful investigation of this coalfield was carried out by the Bulkley Valley Coal
Mines Syndicate under the direction of Francis Glover. This comprised not only prospecting.
but actunl miniog operations to make trial shipments, Seaton is a flag-atation on the Canadian

- Natlonal Railway, about inidway between Hazelton nnd Smithers. The railwny passing through

the coalfield affords fdeal tramsportotion frcilitles,

The aren of the basin iz In the nelzhbourhood of 4 mliles long by 3 miles wide, and the
Bulkiey river, cetting down deeply throngh the conl-mensures, nfforda an excellent exposure of
the latter. They belong to the Skeena secries of Cretoceous age and counsist of grits, conglom-
erates, sandstones, and shales, striking about N, 67* W. (meg.) and dipping north-easterly at
about 30°. A feature of these mensures 1s the very lnrge number of smnll senms of eonl, up Lo
about a foot in width, which ocecur at Intervals of about every 26 fect. So far no very wide seam
has been found and unforiunately o very high nsh content 18 n characieristic of the scams so far
discovered., However, it i3 quite possible that n seam offering more hopeful commercial promise
will yet be found. Francis Glover was of the apinion that the coal yielded an vnususlly dense
coke gnd a market for such might warrnnt washing. Ope feature this conlfield does possess—
namely, @ large undiséurbed arcn—nugurs well for continnlty of the senms. The Bulkley Valley
Canl Minez Syndicate employed three men In actual mining operatfons,

The main senm, known ns No. 1, which was opened np orlginnlly some years.ago by n drift
from the civer-level and a slope from the top of river-bank connecting with this tunnel, is fully

- described In the Annual Report for 1916. Durlng the year the tuonel wns driven nhend 45 feet
and the slope clenned out from the sorfnce downwards, J¥n the foce of the tunnel the seam I8,

45 feet wide, but iz split up by bonds of bone. A sample of elean conl only, gave the following
enalysis: Mofsture, 18 per cent.; V.OM., 17.7 per cent.; P.C., 30,7 per cent.; ash, 41.8 per cent.
In another seam, about 400 yards west of the gbove, known as No. 2 peam, a drift has been
run 15 feet., This seam Is 17 Inches wide. A snmple gave the following analysis: Molsture,
8 per cent.; V.O.M., 21.2 per cent.; F.O, 60 per cent.; &sh, 188 per cent.
11 . :
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" In a third geam, known as No. 3 seam, 3 feet in width, of which 28 Iaches I8 coal, a drift-
tunnel wns run s distance of 70 feet. The intention was to make 2 trial shipment from this
seam and 0 Jorge portion of this had been sacked at the time of inspeciion. A sample of the

. sacked conl gave the following nnalysls: Molstare, 1.4 per cent.; V.C.M,, 105 per cent.; F.C.,

434 per cent.; ash, 35.7 per cent. A shipment of 20 tons was actually made.

- Cannda Summary Report, Part B, 1022,

No test of burning gunlities was made by the writer, but coal with such a high ash eontent
a8 that shown by Nos. 1 and 3 seams could bardly be marketed without prior waahlng. No. 2
seam i3 very much lower In ash and affords some boais f.or hope that commercial seams will

7 ¥et be found in this conlfeld.

_ Zymociz (Copper} River Cooifield,
Some prospecting was done on this property during the year by F. B. Chettleburgh, the agent

of the Yorkshire and Paclfic Trust Company, which now controls ownership. A deseription will

be found in the Annupl Reporis for 1914 and 1022,

In view of the interest shown in the conlfields of this Mineral SBurvey Dlsl:riut, it is deemer! ’

deairable to repeat the [ist of varions reports glven in the 1924 Annual Report :— .t
Name. ) Annupal Repork

_ Groundhog eoalfield _ - 1511, 1912
Bowren River coal area , ; 1914, -
Zymoetz (Copper) River coalfield - 1914, 1922,
Prince Rupert Conlfields Co. : . 1917,
Lake Kathlyn coal propercty 157, 1926,
Wright Cozl Co. {Seaton coalfeld) M 1916.
Aveling coal property ! — 1921,
Frager Lake coal . 1921,
Cedar Creek coal property 1822,
Telkwa Collierles, Ltd. 1920, 1623, 1028,
Peace Rlver coalfield . " 1923, 1926.
Quesnel-Alexandria conlfield . 1923,

The coalficlds of the Skeena, Bulkley, nnd Telkwa tivers were examined by 'W. W. Leach, of
the Geologicul Survey of Canads, durlog years 1004 to 1910. Refer to Geologlenl Butvey Report,
1907, * The Telkwa River and Vicinity,” by W. W. Leach,

The Groundhog coalfield ia described nt lengtlx by G. 8. Mallonh in the 1512 Summrr Report

of the Geologleal Burvey of Canada.
The Peace River coalfield 18 fully described by F. H. McLearn in Geological Survey of

»
PHACH RIVER MINING DIVISION,

It wna not possible to vislt thia Minlng Division during the year, but it is betleved that no
pmportant actlvities took plece. A very full account of it will be found in the Apnual Report

", for 1923 and further fnformation in the Annual Report for 1926,

CARIBOO MINING DIVISION.

The placer production of tht Carlboo Mining Divislon for the year wes $53,125, ns compared
with $170,993 for 1026,

Thia falling-off 1s due mainly to the fact that the Eafue (_.opper Development Company's
dredze made practleally no production, as it wna engnged in digging its way bock from Antler
creek to the company's new nren on Cunnlngham Pass creek. Prospects are hetter for 1928,
inasmuch na the dredge will resume productlon this year, and the principal hydraulic mine,
Jobn Hepp Mipes on Lowhee creek, nfter several lenn yenrs, nppenrs to have every prospect of
hetter times ahend. Moreover, the amaller hydraulle 9perators continue ever on the alert; each

" year wlinesses some new actlvity ond the snm total of thelr Indlvidunal contributions is very

appreciable,
Rystematle drilling In Baorkerville mcuon was carrled out by Gepernl F. A. Button and by
4. A. Dunlop, .
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Three coal seams are exposed on the east bank of Bkeena River 2
to 3 miles above the mouth of Shegunia River. The writer did not
examine these seams, but according to Leachl they are, respectively, 2,
2-1, and &5‘1 feet thick. Analyses of the two largest seams gave the
following results:

— Moimure | Voo | Fied | g
Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent
2-14oot seam. ....... 1.42 18-76 58-20 21-62
B-tfootseam.................. 1-18 20-63 57-27 2092

Seaton Coal Area? (40)

References: Ann R.eptx Minister of Mines, B.C.: 1916, pp. 121-122; 1921, pp. 161-162.
Geol Canade: Sum. Rept. 1910, pp. 99-100 Mem. 69 pp. 179181,

Outcroppmg along Bulkley River near Seaton (s flag station on the
Canadian National Railwiy % miles southeast of Hazelton) is a series
of gently dipping sedlment.s containing Upper Cretaceous or Tertiary
plant remains. These sediments consist of greywacke, shale, and con-
glomerate, and contain seams of bituminous coal. They strike northwest
and dip 30 degrees to the northeast.

This coalfield was developed by the Wright Coal Company in 1916
and the Bulkley Valley Coal Mines S8yndicate in 1927. Since 1927 there
has been no development work.

The seams that have been developed all occur on the west bank of
Bulkley River. The main seam, known as No. 1, occurs about 400 yards
south of Seaton. It was opened up by a 275-foot drift from the river level
and & 30-foot inclined shaft sunk from g point above the drift. The
ghaft breaks through into the drift 100 feet from the portal. As the
workings are now caved the writer was unable {0 examine this seam,
It is reported to be 44 feet wide, split by bands of shale, Lay3? gives
the following analysis on & sample from this seam:

As received

Per eent
Moisture. . . . I8
Volntllematte: T A
meedm:bon - A |
Ash.. . 438

Four hundred yards downstren.m a.nuther geam (No 2) in exposed.
It ie 17 inches wide, and a drift follows it for 15 feet. According to Lay9,
a sample of clean coal gave the following analysis:

An received
Per cent
Moisture.. .. R T T T Ty
Vaolatile mtt.cr T ) B
leed ml‘bﬂn be U s b B sh BB &4 N G4 44 B4 B4 BE BE a 590
Ash.. T 44 a4 BP o EF am #2 Kb AR AW Bu B4 l"'o
1 (Jeol. Bury., wlemmlm.ﬁ"
’Euminadhyl
- Rept., Minlsiar of Mioes, B.C,, 107, p. 191,
‘Op. elt., b 181
[ o]
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Along a third geam {No. 3}, 3 feet in width, a drift was run 70 feet.
Lay? gives the following analysis of a sample from this seam: .
As received
Per cent
Moiﬂh!l'e-. e ms AB &% FA BE & WE w4 Fé P9 k4 E@ =d rE BB 1'4
v‘”‘ﬁhmﬂm.- ew F4 BA S4 EA S8 4% % &% B4 BP er Ak 4F du e _l“'a
Fixed earbDD.. cc v2 s o6 se oo o4 5o s+ ws ss we 23 bw o=w a1 g;

T g

Several other seams have been found in the area, but have not been

developed.
As the seams are small, and as they contain such a high percentage of
ash ss to necessitate washing before marketing, the commercial value of

this ares is problematical.
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