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1.0 LOCATION AND ACCESS 

The Corbin-Coal Mountain prospect consists of one coal 

licence, Coal Licence No. 414, which covers an area of 259 hectares. The 

property is located in southeastern British Columbia and lies 4 km directly 

west of the Alberta-British Columbia boundary, 53 km directly north of the 

United States border, and 28 km directly east of Fernie, B.C. 

(Enclosure 1). 

The Corbin-Coal Mountain coal licence covers the southern 

end of Coal Mountain near the former coal mining town of Corbin. Byron 

Creek Collieries is presently producing thermal coal from a surface mine 

on the northern end of Coal Mountain. 

The relief of the property is great, with the high point 

of 2090 m at the summit of Coal Mountain and the low point of 1550 m lying 

on Michel Creek to the west (Enclosure 2). The major portion of coal 

reserves lie high on the western flank of Coal Mountain. 

A logging road runs along the western edge of coal licence 

No. 414 and, follows Michel Creek north to Highway 3 near Sparwood 

B.C., a distance of 23 km from Corbin townsite. Access to the interior 

of the licence near the summit of Coal Mountain could be gained from 

the north through Byron Creek minesite only. Construction of a access 

road from the south was begun in 1978 and completed in September, 1979. 

This road avoids the minesite. 

A rail spur from Corbin townsite to the CP Rail line at McGillivray 

B.C. has been constructed by Byron Creek Collieries Limited (Enclosure 3). 

The spurline is 20 km long and follows Michel Creek, paralling a newly 

built public road which extends south, from Highway No. 3. Unit trains 



are presently hauling coal from Cabin to Thunder Bay, Ontario, a distance 

of 2125 km. The rail distance from Corbin to Vancouver is 114D km. 
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2.0 SUMMARY 

The Corbin Coal Property held by Shell Canada Resources Limited 

and operated by Crows Nest Resources Limited consists of three B.C. Coal 

Licences No. 412, 413, 414, Group 6, covering 713 hectares. The Corbln- 

Coal Mountain project where all work done in 1979 Is on C.L. No. 414. 

Coal mining activities have taken place in the Corbin area 

since 1908. The unusually thick coal in this area is well suited to 

recovery by surface mining methods. To date 9.2 million tonnes raw 

in-place coal have been delineated for the Upper Mammoth Seam on B.C. 

Coal Licence No. 414, most of which is considered thermal grade. 

A detailed compilation of work done to 1978 was submitted 

in June, 1979 in the Crows Nest Resources Limited 1979 Corbin Geological 

report. Surface work since then involved upgrading of a southern access 

road to the coal licence. 
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3.0 SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS WORK 

Prior to 1978 Crows Nest Industries Limited carried out 

several exploration programs on the Corbin-Coal Mountain licence. This 

work included geological mapping drilling, and geophysical logging of 

17 rotary drill holes. 

The 1978 Crows Nest Resources Limited exploration program 

involved drilling of eight fully-cored diamond drill holes designed to 

yield additional structural, geotechnical, and coal quality data. Geological 

mapping, aerial photography, surveying, and road construction were also 

carried out. A compilation of all work done to 1978 was submitted in 

June, 1979 in the four-volume Crows Nest Resources Limited 1979 Corbin 

Geological Report. 
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4.0 WORK DONE IN 1979 

Construction of a bulldozer road designed to provide southern 

access to Corbin-Coal Mountain Coal Licence No. 414 began in the Fall 

Of 1978. Work was suspended in November and resumed in September of 

1979. This 2.1 km route involved the upgrading of existing logging trails 

for most of its length and included a minimum of new land disturbance. 

The 1979 upgrading was completed by Drain Brothers Construction 

Limited of Blairmore Alberta. Two D8H caterpillars and one 58OC backhoe 

were used. Work involved ditching and blading the full length of 

the road and installing 20 culverts at creek crossings and marshy 

areas. In total, 18 calendar days were involved with on property 

costs totalling $30,616. 

At the completion of the program access to the road was 

blocked by a 10 foot earth barrier. No reclamation was carried 

out on the road in 1979. 



PROFESSIONAL VERIFICATION OF REPORT 

Entitled: Corbin - Coal Mountain Property 
Report on Coal Licence 414, Group 116 
Kootenay Land District, British Columbia on 
work done in September, 1979 

Mr. Bob Aiello supervised the 1979 access road upgrading program 

of Shell Canada Resources Limited and Crows Nest Resources Limited on 

the Corbin-Coal Mountain licence. Mr. Patrick Gilmar prepared this report. 

Bob Aiello graduated in Mining Engineering Technology from the British 

Columbia Institute of Technology, in 1978, and has been employed with 

Crows Nest Resources Limited since then. Prior to his post secondary 

education, Mr. Aiello worked for over three years for Cardinal River Coal 

Limited. He currently holds the position of Field Co-ordinator for 

Crows Nest Resources Limited. 

Patrick Gilmar, B.Sc., graduated in Geology from the University of 

Calgary, in 1978. Prior to his graduation, Mr. Gilmar worked as a 

field assistant for a number of major mining companies in British Columbia 

and Alberta. He has been employed with Crows Nest Resources Ltd. since 

graduation. 

I consider both the aforementioned persons to be well qualified to 

undertake responsibilities they were assigned on this project. I am 

satisfied that the attached report dated April 30, 1980 has been competently 

prepared and justly represents the information obtained from this project. 

April 30, 1980 
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APPLICATION TO EXTEND TERM OF LICENCE 

CROWS NEST RESOURCES LIMITED agcnt for.-- ~..--..----~~j---..- -.-...- 
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4rxid3rther~mtrurtiolr lulldozer-jnctipply- -- 
culverts 19,187 

SAL Enterprises Ltd. +ctyvising machinery work --L!51.-- 

Ydcks 

one 4x4 truck -- Rent .,r 
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