
OWNER OR 
1952: 

PRODUCT SILVER 
PRODUIT 

NOTE : 

OPE RATO RIPROPRI~TA IRE OU EXPLOITANT 
Bass Mines Limited, 
555 Burrard S t r e e t ,  
Vancouver, B.C. 

PROVINCE OR PROVINCE OU B r i t i s h  Columbia 
TERRITORY TERRITOIRE 

This company was formed j o i n t l y  by Bralorne 
Limited and Kelowna Exploration Company. 

NAME OF PROPERTY 
QUEEN BESS NOM DE LA P R O P R I ~ T ~  

OBJECT LOCATE,D 
OBJET LOCALISE 

UNCERTAINTY Lat. 4g059' 
FACTEUR D'INCERTITUDE La t. Long. 

Long. 117~17 ' 
Mining Division Slocan District Roo tenay 
Division rniniere District 

County Township or Parish 
Corn t6 Canton ou paroisse 

Lot Concession or Range 
~ o t  Concession ou rang 

Sec TP. R .  
sect. c t. R. 

Mines 

N.T.S. AREA 82 F/14 
R ~ G I O N  DU S.N. R. C. 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT ' 

HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 
The Queen Bess workings a r e  on t h e  s teep southwestern s lope  

of a prominent r idge  t h a t  f lanks  Howson Creek a t  e levat ions  
between 4,900 and 5,500 f e e t .  The property i n  1952 was under 
l e a s e  and bond t o  Bess Mines Limited, which was formed t o  
develop the  Queen Bess, Idaho and Alamo proper t ies .  

The Queen Bess was located i n  1892, and the  f i r s t  shipment 
of o r e  made i n  1893. It was acquired i n  1897 by the  Queen 
Bess Propr ier ty  Company, of England, who control led  it u n t i l  
1903, when i t  was taken over by t h e  Bank of Montreal. On 
January 1, 1904, t h e  property again changed hands t o  Queen 
Dominion Mining Company, Limited. Thereafter  l i t t l e  work was - - .  

-done on it f o r  a number of years,  u n t i l  i n  1916 i t  was acquired 
on l e a s e  and bond by Clarence Cunningham, who a f t e r  dr iv ing 
about 20 f e e t  on No. 5 l e v e l ,  encountered a r i c h  orebody which 
subsequently yielded 11,680 tons of ore,  giving a n e t  smelter  
r e t u r n  of $1,250,000. Lessees operated t h e  property i n t e r -  
mi t t en t ly  between 1921 and 1937. I n  1928 the  Queen Bess, 
Idaho, and Alamo proper t i e s  were combined a s  Consolidated Queen 
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DESCR lPTlON OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
The rocks underlying t h e  property a r e  = h i e f l y  Slocan sedi-  

ments comprising blocky a r g i l l i t e s ,  q u a r t z i t e s  and s l a t e s .  
S t ruc tu ra l ly ,  t h e  mine i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  a recumbent f o l d ,  open 
the  southwest, immediately below t h e  main panel of overturned 
s t r a t a  t h a t  f lanks  S i l v e r  Ridge. The fo ld  i s  broken by 
t angen t ia l  f au l t ing .  The combination of f a u l t s  of t h i s  type 
with c rosscu t t ing  f a u l t s  i n  t h e  mine area ,  where the re  i s  
general ly poor outcrop makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determine the  
amount of individual  movement and t h e  equivalence of s t r a t a .  
These were at one time considered to be 3 lodes on the Q~~~~ 

Bess property,  known a s  the  "A", "B" , and IICII veins. It is 
known t h a t  the  "B" ve in  i s  a fau l t ed  segment of the  "A" o r  
Queen Bess lode,  which has been developed by nine main levels 

over a v e r t i c a l  range of near ly  700 f e e t .  The r i c h  Cunningham 
shoot was encountered on No. 5 l eve l .  1t was poss ib ly  300 
long, extended upward f o r  a v e r t i c a l  d i s t ance  of 300 f e e t ,  and 
was up t o  11 f e e t  wide. 

Associated minerals or products - Lead zinc, 
Min6raux ou produits associ6s 

Bess Fines Limited and f i n a l l y  came i n t o  t h e  hands of H.H. 
Hemsworth and assoc ia tes ,  of Vancouver, i n  1948. I n  the  same 
year Alamo S i lve r  Lead Mining Company Limited was formed i n  
order t o  obta in  an option on the  combined proper t ies .  This 

toop t ion  Was dropped and in lg49 Bess Mines Limited was as 
an operat ing company to work under the Kelowna 
Exploration. 

Workings on t h e  Queen Bess lode  cons i s t  of 6 main a d i t s ,  
Nos. 1 t o  5 now caved, and No. 10,  which i n  1950 was access ib le .  
A r a i s e  from No. 10 l e v e l  l eads  up t o  No. 5, but  t h a t  l e v e l  is  
caved* In lg50 levels 9, and were from the 
r a i s e ,  but the  upper 2 were i n  poor condit ion.  TWO shor t  a d i t s  

I1 I1 n o w N ~ ~ .  6 and 7 ,  now caved, d id  not  encounter the  lode. B ve in  
a d i t  was driven on a f a u l t  segment of t h e  main lode. Another 
a d i t  driven from near the  lower road, on the  supposed course of 
the  '%I1 ve in  i s  i n  the  hanging wa l l  t e lode O n l  t ethe 

fee t lowest  of the  "c" vein  a d i t s ,  about 260 Peet n o t t h w e s ~  ok 
main lode,  i s  access ib le .  

The o r e  from t h e  main lode c o n s i s t s  of galena, spha le r i t e ,  
p y r i t e ,  chalcoci te ,  ruby and na t ive  s i l v e r  and a l i t t l e  chalco- 
p y r i t e ,  i n  a gangue composed p r inc ipa l ly  of quar tz .  

The l a s t  work recorded, was i n  1957, when Bess ~ i n e s  
Limited c a r r i e d  out  some underground development. 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORIQUE DE LA PRODUCTION 
The f i r s t  shipment from t h e  Queen Bess p rope r ty ,  made i n  

1893, c o n s i s t e d  of  40 t o n s  c a r r y i n g  96 ounces of  s i l v e r  t o  t h e  
t on ,  and 74 p e r  c e n t  l e ad .  

T o t a l  p roduct ion  from 1893 t o  1937 amounted t o  18,247 tons  
con ta in ing  27 ounces of gold,  1,377,873 ounces of s i lver,  
18,809,857 pounds of  l e a d ,  and 35,727 pounds o f  z inc .  Zinc was 
recovered from only a smal l  tonnage of o r e  shipped subsequent 
t o  1924. 
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