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OBJECT LOCATED - Scranton claim ( ~ o t  7452) 

UNCERTAINTYINMETRES 100. Lat.49°47*10" L0ng.117~03~30~~ 

Mining Division Slocan District Kootenay 

County Township or Parish 

Lot Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

- -- - -  

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
The underlying rock i s  coarse-grained porphyritic Nelson 

granite of Mesozoic age, with a few inclusions of quartzite.  
These a re  small, with the exception of one encountered i n  the 
Scranton workings. A se r ies  of f i ssure  veins s t r i k e  northwest- 
e r l y  and are  exposed a t  in te rva ls  over a horizontal distance of 
about 7,000 fee t .  The veins occur i n  sheared zones 30 f ee t  or  
more i n  width, each zone carrying several quartz veins and more 
i r regular  quartz deposits. Galena i s  widely disseminated i n  thc 
veins and i n  addition forms s treaks and pods of fine-grained anc 
coarse cube galena. Sphalerite i s  l e s s  noticeable than galena. 
Streaks of fine-grained pyrite and a l i t t l e  chalcopyrite i s  alsc 
present. 

A t  the  Pontiac workings the  fracture zone s t r ikes  from N2'j0I 
t o  northeast. The quartz vein which has received the  most 
a t tent ion contains disseminated sulphides and pockets or smll 
shoots of high-grade material. 

I n  the  Scranton (lower Pontiac) workings there are a t  l eas t  
two roughly para l le l  veins. Str ikes  range f r o  n rtheast t o  

see Far8 2 . . . . 
Associated minerals or products of value - Zinc, Si lver ,  gold, CadmiLKll. 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The property i s  located between elevations of 5,600 and 

7,000 f e e t  as t r ide  Pontiac Creek, a northerly flowing 
t r ibu ta ry  of Woodbury Creek, some 22 miles northeast of 
Nelson. The claims l i e  within Kokanee Glacier Provincial 
Park, mile from the eastern boundary. 

A ser ies  of quartz veins s t r ik ing  northeastward are 
exposed a t  in te rva ls  f o r  a distance of about 7,000 feet .  
Most of the early exploration work on t h i s  vein system was 
done a t  i t s  extremities and comprised the Pontiac workings 
a t  the northeasterly end and the Sunset workings a t  the 
southwesterly end. Following the consolidation of the 
property i n  1930 development work was carried out a t  lower 
elevations i n  the mid section of the property on the Scranton 
claim on the east  side of Pontiac creek (known as  the Lower 
Pontiac workings), and i n  the "Sunsetv workings on the Grand- 
view Fr. claim on the west side of the creek. 

The f i r s t  reported ac t iv i ty  and f i r s t  production from the 
Pontiac claim was recorded i n  1898. The Pontiac (Lot 2265) 
and Tecumsie (Lot 2261) claims were owned i n  1899 t o  Messrs. 
Heap and Heath of Ainsworth. That same year the claims were 
acquired by, and Crown-granted t o ,  NelsonSlocan Prospecting 
and Mining Company, Limited Liabili ty.  Considerable 
development work was carried out during 1900-1904 under the  
management of C.F. Caldwell. During t h i s  period underground 
exploration and development was done over a length of 400 
f e e t  and depth of 190 fee t  i n  3 adi t s .  

The f i r s t  reported ac t iv i ty  a t  the  southwesterly end of 
the vein system was i n  1899 when Woodbury Mines, Limited, a 
Spokane, Washington company, was carrying out development 
work on the Sunset No. 5 and Mayflower claims of the Sunset 
group. The workings a t  t ha t  time comprised some 800 fee t  of 
d r i f t s  and crosscuts i n  4 ad i t s ,  and 2 shafts.  Ore ship- 
ments began i n  1899. Work on the  property continued i n t o  
1901, the  workings then comprising 7 or  more adi ts .  

Two claims, the International and Vernon, located adjoin- 
ing  and southwest of the  Sunset group, were owned by C.F. 
Caldwell and associates of Sa l t  Lake City. Assessment work 
t o  1899 included a short  ad i t  on the International claim. 

Subsequent de ta i l s  are lacking but apparently the Sunset 
and Mayflower claims lapsed and the ground was restaked as 
the Sunrise, Grandview and Granite claims. The Sunrise claim 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
Combined production fo r  the  period 1898-1970 inclusive, 

l i s t e d  under Pontiac-Tecumsie, Sunset No. 5 and Mayflower, 
and Scranton, t o t a l s  10,379 tons of ore shipped from t h i s  
property. From this ore 1,853 ounces of gold, 93,443 ounces 
of s i lve r ,  417 pounds of copper, 1,863,584 pounds of lead, 
1,353, 636 pounds of zinc, and 5,539 pounds of cadmium were 
recovered. 
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SCRANTON, PONTIAC , SUNRISE (SUNSET) NAME O F  PROPERTY 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT (continued) 
eas t  but average N600 east .  Dips range from lo0 t o  70° southeast 
and average about 30°. Vein width i n  the granite varies from 6 
inches t o  2 f ee t  but i n  the  quartzi te  they become narrow and 
s p l i t  where they become concordant with the beds. Locally a few 
inches of lead-zinc mineralization occurs on each side of the  
quartz. 

I n  the 'lSunsetl1 workings, on the Grandview claim on the west 
s ide  of Pontiac Creek, a quartz vein averaging 3 f ee t  i n  width 
s t r i k e s  southwesterly and dips 600 southeast i n  granite. The 
vein continues f o r  about 250 fee t  then Spl i t s  and pinches. An 
ore shoot about 70 fee t  long was well mineralized with galena and 
sphaler i te  . 

  he  randv view 5,700 and 5,900 levels  were driven on a strong 
northeasterly s t r ik ing  s teep southeasterly dipping vein contain- 
ing  small bunches of coarse grained galena i n  a quartz gangue- 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT (continued) 
( ~ o t  5991) was Crown-granted t o  J.A. Poyntz i n  1904. The 
adjacent Grandview (Lot 6279) and Granite (Lot 6278) claims 
were Crown-granted t o  W. Chaplin and A.G. Caldwell respec- 
tively in 1907. 

The Scranton claim (Lot 7452), owned i n  1901 by Austin 
Corbin and associates, was Crown-granted t o  Messrs. T. 
~ ~ ~ l ~ ,  john Henry and associates, of victoria, in 1906. 
some development work was reported in 1904 and 1906 under 
the management of C.F. Caldwell. 

Activites a t  the various workings ceased i n  about 1908 
and some of the claims were subsequently by C.F. 
Caldwell. The Pontiac and Tecumsie claims were owned i n  
the 1 9 2 0 ~ ~  by A l i c e  G. Caldwell and the estate of W.C. 
Chaplin. 

I n  1930 Hon. J.D. Chaplin, C.F. Caldwell, T. Doyle and 
J. Henry, owners of the  various claim groups, gave an option 
to purchase to scranton consolidated ~ i n i ~ ~  company 
was incorporated i n  Portland, Oregon t o  consolidate and 
develop the property. Investigation of the Scranton claim 
began but l i t t l e  was accomplished u n t i l  1939-40 when the 
main workings on the  Scranton claim (lower Pontiac workings) 
were driven. These comprised two adi t s ,  l e s s  than 30 fee t  
apart ver t ical ly ,  the upper containing about 1,800 fee t  of 
d r i f t s  and crosscuts, the lower being a 400 foot long d r i f t .  
The levels  were connected by two raises  and a sublevel was 
driven from a winze. L i t t l e  fur ther  worthwhile work was 
done u n t i l  1949 when a new a d i t  was begun on the Scranton 
claim. During subsequent years the  ad i t  was driven 300 fee t  
northeasterly with a ra i se  t o  the  ad i t  above, and a 75 foot 
winze and 145 foot sublevel below. 

A new company, Scranton Mines Limited, was incorporated 
i n  Brit ish Columbia i n  August 1951 t o  acquire the 14 claim 
property; the company head off ice remained i n  Portland, 
Oregon. On the west s ide of Pontiac creek, on the Grandview 
Fr. claim, the l1Sunsetl1 d r i f t  ad i t ,  which was begun i n  1950, 
was driven southwesterly a t  about the 5,700 foot elevation. 
By the  end of 1952 the  workings comprised about 880 fee t  of 
d r i f t s  and crosscuts and a 75 foot winze. I n  1953 diamond 
d r i l l i n g  i n  11 holes to t a l l ing  1,800 fee t  was done t o  deter- 
mine the  vein extension on the  Sunrise claim. L i t t l e  
fur ther  ac t iv i ty  took place u n t i l  196~-61 when an additional 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPPlENT (continued) 
100 fee t  of d r i f t i ng  and crosscutting and P43 fee t  of 
underground diamond d r i l l i n g  was carried out i n  the Scranton 
workings. A new adi t  about 100 fee t  long was driven 50 f ee t  
below the  old Pontiac workings. 

Blue Star  Mines Limited optioned the property i n  1964 and 
carried out stripping and 687 fee t  of diamond d r i l l i n g  on the 
Scranton claim and extended the  lower Pontiac ad i t  an addi- 
t iona l  260 fee t .  

No further ac t iv i ty  was reported u n t i l  1967 when explora- 
t i o n  was begun i n  a new adi t  a t  the 5,900 foot elevation on the 
west side of Pontiac creek a t  the southeast edge of the Grand- 
view claim. The a d i t  was driven as  a crosscut fo r  100 fee t ,  
intersect ing a strong quartz vein which was dr i f ted  on. Si lver  
Star  Mines Ltd. acquired the property from Blue S ta r  Mines and 
Scranton Mines through a stock transaction. A new ad i t  was 
begun i n  1968 a t  the 5,700 foot elevation t o  explore the down- 
ward extension of mineralization i n  the 5,900 level ;  d r i f t ing ,  
ra is ing and stoping was carried out on both levels.  Some ore 
was shipped t o  the  Blue S ta r  m i l l  a t  Ainsworth. Stoping of ore 
proved uneconomical and the operation was shut down i n  1970. 

Adit, trench, and d r i l l  indicated reserves on the 5,700 and 
5,900 leve ls  ("West Sunsetv) workings were estimated i n  November 
1969 by W.M. Sharp a t  47,245 tons averaging 0.235 ounce gold and 
7.0 ounces s i lve r  per ton, 9.1% lead, 7.610 zinc, plus cadmium 
values. ( ~ o r t h e r n  Miner, March 12, 1970). 

Further production was reported during 1975-76. 
David Minerals Ltd. acquired the  property from Silver  S ta r  

Mines, and the Ainsworth m i l l  from Blue Star  Mines, i n  1977. 
Indicated reserves were reported a t  19,770 tons averaging 0.27 
ounce gold and 7.0 ounces s i lve r  per ton, 8.2% lead, and 8 .G 
zinc ai or the^ Miner, Jan. 12, 1978, p. 24). 


