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DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
The property i s  mainly underlain by s e r p e n t l n i t e  which 

forms a huge roof pendant surrounded by Coryell  syeni te .  With 
i n  the  s e r p e n t i n i t e  a r e  l a r g e  xenol i ths  of Rossland volcanic 
rocks, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  Port land claim. The rocks wi th in  
t h e  pendant a r e  cut  by dykes up t o  20 f e e t  wide, commonly of 
porphyr i t i c  syen i t e  and of medium-grained granodior i te .  These 
dykes a r e  probably r e l a t e d  t o  the  Coryell  and Nelson plutonic  
rocks respect ively ,  and i n  general  a r e  p a r a l l e l  with t h e  main 
shears.  

NAME OF PROPERTY 
NOM DE LA PROPRILTL VELVET-PORTLAND 

The minera l iza t ion occurs i n  replacement veins t h a t  s t r i k e  
nor ther ly  and dip s t eep ly  t o  the  w e s t .  Besides t h e  main o r  
Velvet ve in  four  o the r  veins a r e  known t o  e x i s t  i n  i ts  footwal 
some 60, 130, 190 and 320 f e e t  respect ively  t o  the  e a s t .  A 
few small, r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  east-west s t r i k i n g  veins c u t  t h e  
main vein.  O r e  shoots occur a t  the  in te r sec t ions  of the  main 
vein  with c rosscu t t ing  dykes o r  f a u l t s .  Mineral izat ion 
includes copper and i r o n  sulphides,  and molybdenite i n  a gangu 
of a l t e r e d  wall-rock and quar tz .  Chalcopyrite minera l iza t ion 
was general ly q u i t e  massive where encountered and the  w a l l s  
w e r e  i n d e f i n i t e  s o  the  orebodies a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  de l ine  te .  
Small amounts of s c h e e l l t e  have been seen m t h e  dump an8 m 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
HISTORIRUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

The Velvet and Port land Crown-granted claims and s e v e r a l  
o thers  held  by record l i e  on the  northwest s lope  of Mount Sophia 
a t  about t h e  3,600 foo t  e levat ion.  The mine i s  about 8 miles 
d i r e c t l y  southwest of Rossland and 1 mile nor th  of t h e  In te r -  
na t iona l  Boundary. 

I n  Apri l  1896 J. Cromie located  t h e  Port land claim and i n  
September of t h e  same year  0. Geldness located  t h e  Velvet. The 
two claims were developed separa te ly  u n t i l  1904. The Velvet 
claim was acquired i n  1897 by Velvet Mines Ltd. and they ca r r i ed  
on development work u n t i l  Velvet-Portland Mines Ltd. was formed 
i n  1904 t o  acquire  both p roper t i e s .  The mine was operated 
i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  by t h e  company o r  by l e a s e r s  u n t i l  i t  was closed 
in-1916.  Granby Consolidated Mining, Smelting & Producing Co. 
examined t h e  workings i n  1918 and subsequently rel inquished 
t h e i r  option. 

Rossland-Velvet Mines Ltd. took over t h e  property i n  1920 
and in termit tent -work was c a r r i e d  on by the  company o r  by 
l e a s e r s  u n t i l  1928 when t h e  mine closed. Velvet Gold Mining 
Co. Ltd., formed i n  the  f a l l  of 1932 reopened t h e  mine and 
operated it i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  u n t i l  t h e  f a l l  of 1937. 

Velgo Mining Incorporated took over t h e  property i n  1938 and 
l a t e r  i n  the  year leased i t  t o  R. B i e l l i  & Associates who subse- 
quently formed t h e  Velvet Leasing Syndicate; t h e  syndicate name 
was changed i n  1941 t o  Velvet Gold Leasers. The l e a s e r s  oper- 
a t ed  u n t i l  1942 when t h e  mine was closed. The mine remained 
closed u n t i l  1952 except f o r  a b r i e f  period i n  1946 when Velvet 
Gold-Copper Mines Incorporated acquired the  property and leased 
it t o  J. Coryell,  Jr. A diamond d r i l l i n g  program was c a r r i e d  
out  a t  t h i s  t i m e  consis t ing  of 7 holes t o t a l l i n g  1,436 f e e t  from 
No. 8 l e v e l  and 4 holes  t o t a l l i n g  565 f e e t  from the  surface.  

I n  1952 t h e  property was acquired by Messrs. Kenward and 
Sweet. Leasers began mining operat ions and i n  1953 b u i l t  a small 
m i l l .  Mid-West Copper & Uranium Mines Ltd. acquired the  property 
i n  1955 and i n t e r m i t t e n t  operat ions were ca r r i ed  on by the  
company o r  by l e a s e r s  . A new m i l l  was b u i l t  and put  i n t o  oper- 
a t i o n  i n  1956. I n  October 1964 the  company was reorganized under 
the  name Mid-West Mines Ltd. The property i s  developed by a 
v e r t i c a l  s h a f t  serving 6 l e v e l s ,  of which No. 4 and No. 6 a r e  
access ib le  from the  surface  by a d i t s .  A 1,730 foo t  long a d i t  on 
No. 8 l e v e l  i s  connected t o  No. 6 l e v e l  by a r a i s e .  Arpund 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORIQUE DE LA  PRODUCTION 
From 1901 t o  1963 i n c l u s i v e ,  96,160 tons  of o r e  were sh ipp  

from t h i s  proper ty .  From t h i s  o r e  19,915 ounces of gold,  
20,698 ounces of s i l v e r ,  2,527,068 pounds of copper,  22 pounds 
of l ead ,  and 36 pounds of z inc  were recovered. 

MAP R E F E R E N C E S I R ~ F ~ R E N C E S  CARTOGRAPHIQUES 
Map 1090 A, Nelson, West Hal f ,  B.C., (Geol.) ,  Sc. 111:4 miles - 

accomp. Mem. 308. 

Map 1091 A, Nelson, West Half ,  B.C.,  (Mining P r o p e r t i e s ) ,  
Sc. 1":4 miles - accomp. Mem. 308. 

Map 82 F/4 W, Rossland-Trail ,  B.C. ,  (Topo.), Sc. 1:50,000. 
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IISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT (continued) 
IISTORIQUE DE L'MPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALRTR 
L978, Velvet  Explora t ion  Co. Ltd.  (formerly Kendal Mining 
ind Explora t ion  Company Limited) acquired t h e  mine. I n  1980, 
:hey c a r r i e d  ou t  3,000 f e e t  of d r i l l i n g  of which 800 f t  was 
liamond d r i l l i n g ,  t h e  rest w a s  percussion.  I n  August 1982 i t  
ias r epor t ed  t h a t  1,000 tons  grading 0.16 ozs  Aulton and o t h e r  
2ommodities were shipped t o  t h e  K.B. m i l l  of David Minerals  
Ltd. i n  Salmo. 
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