
PRODUCT GOLD 
PRODUIT 

PROVINCE OR PROVINCE OU 
TERRITORY TERRITOIRE 
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NAME OF PROPERTY 
NOM DE LA PROPRILTL 

TAMARAC 

OBJECT LOCATE-D - a d i t ,  Tamarac claim. 
OBJET LOCALISE 

UNCERTAINTY 300 m 
FACTEUR D'INCERTITUDE 

Mining Division Nelson 
Division miniere 

Lat. 4g018'55" Long. 117°12s201' 
La t. Long. 

District KO; t enay 
District 

County Township or Parish 
Comt6 Canton ou paroisse 
Lot Concession or Range 
Lot Concession ou rang 
Sec TP. R .  
Sect. Ct. R. 

- - 

OWNER 0 R OPERATORIPROPRI~TAIRE OU EXPLOITANT 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
Map 1144 A i n d i c a t e s  t h e  proper ty  l i e s  w i t h i n  an  a r e a  of 

vo lcanic  flows, agglomerate and a u g i t e  porphyry of Lower 
J u r a s s i c  age c l o s e  t o  t h e  con tac t  w i th  f e l d s p a r  porphyry of 
t h e  Nelson i n t r u s i v e s .  Lamprophyre dykes c u t  a l l  rock types  
and probably t h e  qua r t z  ve ins  a l s o .  Gold bea r ing  ve ins  a r e  
found p r imar i ly  i n  t h e  f e l d s p a r  porphyry al though t h e  a u g i t e  
porphyry can be minera l ized .  Ear ly  r e p o r t s  descr ibed  t h e  
showing a s  a qua r t z  ve in  from one t o  s e v e r a l  f e e t  i n  width 
occurr ing  i n  a curving,  east-west t r end ing  f i s s u r e  which d ips  
t o  t h e  no r th  a t  from 30 t o  50 degrees.  Ore shoots  a r e  
l o c a l i z e d  a t  r e l a t i v e l y  sha rp  bends i n  t h e  f i s s u r e ;  e a r l y  
r e p o r t s  make r e fe rence  t o  more than  one ve in .  L a t e r  r e p o r t s  
r e f e r  t o  a number of gold bea r ing  ve ins  from 0.5 cm t o  2.5 m 
i n  width w i t h  up t o  3 m of a l t e r e d  gold-bearing rock on each 
s i d e .  

Associated minerals or products - S i l v e r ,  Copper. 
Mineraux ou produits associb 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT ' 

HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 
The Tamarac claim (Lot 3802) i s  loca t ed  a t  t h e  4,500 f o o t  

e l eva t ion ,  1 m i l e  east of t h e  Salmo River and 2 mi l e s  n o r t h  of 
Y m i r .  The main claims a r e  t h e  Tamarac and Racatam. Adjacent 
ground t o  t h e  no r th  has  been va r ious ly  he ld  a s  t h e  Plymott 
c laim (Lot 2399); l a t e r  Crown-granted a s  t h e  Pharoah Fr .  (Lot 
15180),  and t h e  Lone P ine  claim which was r epo r t ed ly  res taked  
i n  1932 as t h e  Pa th f inde r ,  and later Crown-granted a s  t h e  
Rainbow Fr.  (Lot 12267). 

The showings were s taked  i n  September 1896 by J. W. Handen. 
The Kenneth Mining and Development Company, Limited L i a b i l i t y  
began work on t h e  proper ty  i n  1897 and 5 claims,  t h e  Tamarac, 
Racatam, October, October Fr .  and Dinner Bucket (Lots 3802-3806 
r e spec t ive ly )  were Crown-granted t o  t he  company i n  1899. 
Adjacent ground t o  t h e  south  and e a s t  was subsequent ly Crown- 
granted a s  t h e  King Solomon Fr.  (Lot 12269) and Queen of  Sheba 
Fr .  (Lot 15181). About 550 f e e t  of development work was done 
i n  a c ros scu t  and d r i f t  from which two minera l ized  v e i n  
segments were p a r t i a l l y  explored by r a i s e s  and winzes.  

Tama~ac Mines, Limited was incorpora ted  i n  J u l y  1900 t o  
acqu i r e  t h e  proper ty  and about  250 f e e t  of underground work 
was c a r r i e d  out  t h a t  year .  A 5,000 f o o t  t r aml ine  t o  t h e  
rai lway was completed i n  1901 and s e v e r a l  smal l  o r e  shipments 
t o  t h e  Ha l l  Smelter  a t  Nelson were made be fo re  t h e  t r aml ine  
was destroyed by a f o r e s t  f i r e  i n  1902. Underground develop- 
ment t o  t h a t  d a t e  t o t a l l e d  about 1,600 l i n e a l  f e e t .  Lessees 
shipped a smal l  tonnage t o  t h e  Boundary F a l l s  Smelter i n  1905 
but t h e  ope ra t ion  proved unpro f i t ab l e .  

By 1928 t h e  proper ty  had been acquired by E.W. Widdowson, 
of Nelson, and l i m i t e d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c a r r i e d  out .  La te  i n  
1932 A.T. Powell,  o f  Nelson, opt ioned t h e  proper ty  and began 
gork i n  an  o ld  s h a f t  on a s e p a r a t e  ve in  about 120 f e e t  no r th  
of t h e  a d i t  p o r t a l .  The Pa th f inde r  c la im ad jo in ing  t h e  
ramarac claim on t h e  no r th ,  was s t aked  i n  August 1932 byD.T. 
Graney, of Y m i r ,  who drove a 110 f o o t  c ros scu t  a d i t .  The 
claim w a s  subsequent ly acqui red  by Powell, who c a r r i e d  ou t  
development work on t h e  combined proper ty  from November 1932 
u n t i l  March 1933 when work ceased; s e v e r a l  shipments of  o r e  
J e r e  made t o  t h e  Tacoma Smelter  i n  February and March. 

I n  1935 Widdowson opt ioned t h e  proper ty  t o  W.G. Wilkins 
and a s s o c i a t e s  b u t  l i t t l e  work was repor ted .  Balsam Gold 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORIQUE DE L A  PRODUCTION 
Recorded product ion  f o r  t h e  pe r iod  1899-1933 t o t a l s  182 

tons.  From this o r e  113  ounces of  gold,  1 3  ounces of s i l v e r ,  
md 22 pounds of copper were recovered.  I n  1959, 200 tons  of 
o r e  were sh ipped  b u t  r e t u r n s  a r e  n o t  given.  
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT (cont inued)  
HISTORIQUE DE L'ExPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

Mines, Limited opt ioned t h e  proper ty  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  of 
1936 and i n t e r m i t t e n t  work t o  e a r l y  1938 included r e h a b i l i -  
t a t i o n  o f  t h e  workings, d r i v i n g  a new a d i t  a t  a lower 
e l e v a t i o n ,  and 200 f e e t  of diamond d r i l l i n g .  

I n  1958 r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  w o ~ k  was begun by owners George 
Powell and Lewis Lunde, who incorpora ted  Tamarac Mines Ltd.  
i n  March 1959. I n  October of t h a t  yea r  an op t ion  was given 
t o  P a c i f i c  Western Metals Ltd.  Bulldozer  s t r i p p i n g  was 
repor ted  and about 200 tons  of o r e  ca r ry ing  $30.00 p e r  t o n  
i n  gold were crushed and bene f i c i a t ed .  

Greenwood Explora t ions  Ltd.  opt ioned 9  Crown-granted 
claims from Tamarac Mines Ltd.  i n  August 1979. Trenching, 
geo log ica l  mapping, and a  geochemical s o i l  survey were 
c a r r i e d  ou t .  Work dur ing  1980 included diamond d r i l l i n g  i n  
1 8  ho le s .  Proven, probable and p o s s i b l e  r e se rves  were 
es t imated  a t  630,000 s h o r t  t ons  grading 0.103 o z / t  Au 
(Northern Miner, 25 Dec., 1980).  In 1980, Greenwood diamond 
drilled 18 holes and revised reserves to proven 55,890 tonnes 
at 0.147 oz/ton Au; probable 63,180 at 0.065 oz/ton Au; 
possible 440,640 tonnes at 0.13 oz/ton Au. (Prospectus 
Wirlwind Resources Ltd., August 11, 1988). In 1988, wirlwind 
Resources Ltd. optioned the property but dropped it in 1989, 
Yukon Spirit Mines Ltd. optioned 50% and did VLF-EM magnetic 
and soil geochemical surveys, mapping and sampling. 


