
PRODUCT SILVER 
I I n u  v 1 1 r u L  W l l  D r L b I S I I  l r O l U m D l a  I TERRITORY 

I N.T.S. AREA 82 ~ / l l  I REF. AG 1 

NAME OF PROPERTY SILVrn CUP 

OBJECT LOCATED - Silver  Cup claim ( ~ o t  768). 

UNCERTAINTY IN METRES 300- Lat. 50°38110'1 Long. 117°211 55" 
Mining Division Revelstoke District K ~ ~ t e n a ~  

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The property i s  located at  approldmately 6,500 fee t  

elevation a t  t he  head of Cup Creek, a t r ibutary  of Lardeau 
Creek, some 8 miles east  of Trout Lake vil lage. The Towser 
claim (82 K/11 ,  AG 4 )  adjoins t o  the northwest. 

The shdwings were discovered i n  about 1890 and mined 1 almost cont inuous l~  from 1893 t o  1913. The Si lver  Cur, claim 
County Township or Parish 

~ o t  Concession or Range 

Sec R. TP. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
The property i s  underlain by Palaeozoic and/or (?) Earl ier  

phyl l i tes  and phy l l i t i c  t u f f s  of the  Index Formation and grey 
and black s i l iceous a r g i l l i t e  of the Triune Formation. These 
Formations are involved i n  several t i g h t  c res t s  of the  northwest 
plunging Silvercup anticline.  The Si lver  cup mineralized zones 
a re  almost a l l  i n  a t h i n  basal member of the Triune formation 
and l i e  close t o  one of the t i g h t  crests .  The mine has 
developed four orebodies, kn~wn as the  Si lver  CUP, Blind, Sun- 
shine, and Sunshine Cross-lead. The Si lver  Cup and Sunshine 
l i e  i n  a shear zone tha t  e i ther  follows bedding or traverses it 
a t  a very s l igh t  angle t o  the r ight .  It dips northeast a t  an 
average angle of 65 degrees. The Blind orebody l i e s  i n  a 
similar shear zone about 50 f e e t  i n  the  footwall of the  first. 
The Si lver  Cup and Blind orebodies are  s ide by s ide and the 
Sunshine 1,200 fee t  northwest of them. The Sunshine Cross 
orebody i s  just  northwest of the  Sunshine orebody, res t r ic ted  t o  
tu f f  i n  the hanging-wall of the s l a t e ,  and i s  essent ial ly  a 
f i s s u r e  vein s t r ik ing  north and dipping about 70° east .  

see Card 2 .... 
Associated minerals or products - Gold, lead, zinc. 

 LO^ 768) was h e l d  by ~ e s s r s ,  ~olde* ,  Downs and ~ a l k e i  i n  
1893 and by Far re l l  & Dunn of Vancouver i n  1895. The claim 
was Crown-granted during the year, The Sunshine claim ( ~ o t  
1564) was optioned i n  1895 by the Lillooet,  Fraser River and 
Cariboo Gold Fields Co. Ltd. A subsidiary company, 
Sunshine, Limited, was registered i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia i n  
1897 t o  develop the  Si lver  Cup group comprising the Si lver  
Cup, Sunshine, Excelsior, Mountain, and 4 fract ional  claims. 
Development work was done i n  a 183 foot shaft  on the  Silver 
Cup and i n  adi ts .  High grade ore was sorted and transported 
t o  the wagon road a t  Ninemile by an 8,000 foot tramline. 

The Si lver  Cup f ines ,  Limited was incorporated i n  1902 
t o  acquire the property. A 20 stamp m i l l  was b u i l t  a t  "5 
mile" on Lardeau Creek and a second tramline instal led.  The 
Ferguson Mines, Limited was incorporated i n  March 1904 t o  
continue the  operation. During 1904-05 an unsuccessful 

-attempt was made t o  m i l l  some of the  lower grade ore. 
Development and mining operations continued u n t i l  March 
1913. The workings a t  t h a t  time to t a l l ed  approximately 
12,000 f e e t  of openings. The mine had been developed by 4 
ad i t  levels ,  Nos. 3 ,  4, 7 and 8, nine in terna l  levels  and 
connecting shafts and raises.  No. 7 traverses both the  
Sunshine and Silver Cup ore s t ructures  and i s  connected with 
No. 4 l eve l  by a raise .  From NO. 7 an in te rna l  shaft 
descends f ive  more levels  t o  a point 1,200 fee t  below the 
outcrop of the Si lver  Cup orebody. No. 8 i s  not connected 
w i t h  any other workings. The ore above No. 7 leve l  was 
largely mined out. Lessees operated intermit tent ly  u n t i l  
1921. The mine l ay  i d l e  except f o r  some rehabi l i ta t ion 
work i n  1928 when the  property was under option bo Won. 
W.C. Shelly. 

Ferguson Mines, Limited reopened the  mine i n  1936. A 
new operating company, Si lver  Cup Mining & Milling Company, 
Limited was incorporated i n  January 1937. A 35 ton-per-day 
f lo t a t ion  m i l l  was bu i l t  a t  the Towser property and some of 
the lower-grade ore on the  dumps was milled i n  1937 by the 
company and i n  l94.l by lessees. see Card 2 . . . . 

Mineral Policy Sector, Department of Fnergy. Mines and Resources, Ottawa 



HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
From 1895 t o  1941, 22,544 tons of ore were shipped from 

t h i s  property. From this ore 4,978 ounces gold, 1,419,339 
ounces s i lve r ,  5,684,204 pounds of lead, and 110,447 pounds 
of zinc were recovered. 

I n  1974, 107 tons of durnp ore was shipped from the Silver 
Cup and/or Towser property. From this ore 4.4 ounces gold, 
5,238 ounces s i lver ,  1,070 pounds of copper, 67,101 pounds of 
lead, and 9,388 pounds of zinc were recovered. 
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Geological Map of the Ferguson Area, Sc. ln:% mile, Fig. 2, 
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Bri t ish Columbia Dept. of Mines. 
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PRODUCT SILVE& r n u v l l ~ ~ ~  un m t l s n  GoltllIlbla 
TERRITORY 

NAME OF PROPERTY SILVER CUP 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT (continued) 
The Si lver  Cup and Blind orebodfes are  short ,  narrow, and 

deep, raking steeply northwest. The stoped length of both above 
No. 7 l eve l  i s  about 250 feet .  Ore does not seem t o  have 
occurred uniformly over this length, but ra ther  t o  have been 
concentrated i n  a number of para l le l  ore-shoots ranging i n  
thickness from a few inches t o  5 or 1 0  fee t .  The Blind orebody 
was about 1,000 fee t  deep, apparently terminating above No. 10  
level.  The Si lver  Cup orebody appears t o  have been a t  l e a s t  
1,200 fee t  deep, possibly with a barren section a t  No, 11 level.  
Many cross f i ssure  veinlets  of quartz, some well mineralized, 
occur on both sides  of both orebodies. The mineralized zones 
consisted of rock fragments, quartz, pyri te ,  sphaler i te ,  galena, 
l e s s  te t rahedri te ,  and minor chalcopyrite and carbonates. Ruby 
s i l v e r  i s  sa id  t o  have been found i n  the  upper workings. 

The Sunshine orebody i s  reported t o  have comprised two ore- 

N.T.S. AREA 82 fZ/11 

HISTOBY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPWT (continued) 
I n  1952 The Granby Consolidated Mining, Smelting and 

Power Company, Limited, under terms of an agreement with 
Yellowknife Bear Mines Limited which had optioned the  
property i n  1951 from Ferguson Mines, Limited, rehabili- 
t a t ed  No. 7 level ,  unwatered the shaft  b ~ L e f l y  t o  No. 10 
leve l ,  and diamond d r i l l ed  ten  holes from No. 7 level .  The 
option was dropped. The property was owned i n  about 1960 
by H.E. Jacques and J.E. La Fleur, of Vancouver. I n  1966 
Reuben Bond, of Vancouver, and associates from Los Angeles, 
acquired an option t o  purchase the property from E.C. 
Wragge, of Nelson. Work was directed towards producing a 
bulk concentrate from the old dumps by means of a gravity 
concentrator. 

Si lver  Dawn Mines Ltd. acquired the property and during 
1969-71 sampled the upper leve ls  and the old tram terminus 
dump and shipped about 150 tons of dump rock from the mine. 
The dumps had been largely removed by previous operators 
who l e f t  only low-grade material. Activity during 1972 by 

REF.  AG 1 

level ,  a depth of about 200 feet.  The hnshine  Cross-orebody i s  
unique i n  the Si lver  Cup mine area i n  s t r ik ing  north and being 
confined t o  the tuf f .  It i s  exposed i n  No. 7 ad i t  about 250 fee t  
from the  portal .  

pipeline construction to transport crushed dump rock to the 
vicinity of Lardeau Murphy Resources & 
Development Inc. shipped a small amount of ore i n  1974. 

C.T. Exploranda Ltd. acquired the  Si lver  Cup, Towser, 
and Yuill  (82 K / 1 1 ,  AG 5) properties i n  1976. Old mine 
dumps were estimated t o  contain 47,300 tons averaging 7.37 
ozs/ton s i lve r ,  0.04 oz/ton gold, 1.2% lead, and 1.0% 
zinc (NM 19/05/77). Work during 1977 included a geochem- 
i c a l  s o i l  survey (60 samples) and trenching. 


