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DESCR IPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
A volcanogenic su lph ide -ba r i t e  depos i t  i n  Devono- 

Miss i ss ippian  Eagle Bay Formation, w i th in  t h e  Shuswap 
Highlands. Two t h i n  l a t e r a l l y  continuous su lph ide  l e n s e s  
occur  i n  a t h i c k  sequence of  i n t e rmed ia t e  t o  f e l s i c  vo lcan ic  
and v o l c a n i c l a s t i c  rocks and l i e  s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y  above a 
h igh ly  a l t e r e d  t u f f ;  t h e  success ion  i s  i n v e r t e d  i n  t h e  
no r the rn  limb of  an overturned sync l ine .  B a r i t e  and s i l v e r  
commonly occur  t oge the r  whi le  z inc ,  l e a d  and copper a r e  
gene ra l ly  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  a r senopyr i t e .  The sulphide lenses 
are the designated L 97 and L 100 lenses. A third lens, the 
L 98, is located approximately 100 m north of the L 97 lens. 

Associated minerals or products - S i l v e r  copper l e a d  z inc ,  
Min6raux ou produits associes . . . . 4 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT ' 

1 HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

The Discovery zone is  l o c a t e d  a t  4,400' e l e v a t i o n  on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of Johnson Creek, 8 km north-northwest of  Skwam 
Bay, Adams Lake, and 64 km nor th-nor theas t  of Kamloops. 

Prospec tors  J . A .  H i l t on  and R. N icha l l  of Kamloops made 
t h e  discovery i n  October 1983 by t renching  on t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  
of a gossan zone exposed on a nearby logging road. They 
s t aked  some 2,900 a c r e s  i n  t he  AR and HN claim groups. The 
claims were s o l d  t o  Rea Gold Corporat ion,  s u b j e c t  t o  a 5% n e t  
sme l t e r  r e t u r n .  The company c a r r i e d  o u t  geophysical  and 
geochemical surveys which i n d i c a t e d  a co inc ident  anomaly over  
a known s t r i k e  l eng th  of 1 ,500 ' .  

La te  i n  1983 Rea opt ioned a 51% i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  proper ty  
t o  Corporation Falconbridge Copper. Geological ,  geophysical  
and geochemical surveys were c a r r i e d  o u t  and 1,726 metres  of 
diamond d r i l l i n g  i n  15 ho le s  was completed by y e a r  end. A 
r e se rve  e s t ima te  e a r l y  i n  1984, based on 25 d r i l l  h o l e s ,  gave 
a p o s s i b l e  150,000 tons  of open p i t  m a t e r i a l  a t  0.43 o z / t  Au, 
3.5 o z / t  Ag, 0.7% Cu, 3.6% Zn, 3 .l% Pb (Northern Miner 
8/03/84).  Subsequent work by Falconbridge was on the  l a r g e r  
proper ty  (see:  Rea S i l v e r  Zone (MF) , 82 M/4,  AG 4 ) .  

La te  i n  1985 t h e  o r i g i n a l  discovery a r e a ,  comprising a 
20 a c r e  concession was re turned  t o  Rea Gold wi th  Falconbridge 
r e t a i n i n g  a n e t  p r o f i t  r oya l ty  i n t e r e s t .  I n  t h e  win te r  of 
1985-86 Rea c a r r i e d  out  about 10,000' of diamond d r i l l i n g  on 
t h e  Discovery zone. E r i l l  i n d i c a t e d  reserves  were repor ted  
a s  267,720 tons  a t  0.190 o z / t  Au, 2.14 o z / t  Ag, 2.247% Zn, 
2.14% Pb, 0.51,"% Cu (George Cross News L e t t e r ,  1986, no. 131) .  
Me ta l lu rg i ca l  problems, i nc lud ing  h igh  l e v e l s  of a r s e n i c  
h indered  development even though some of  i t  could be open 
p i t t e d .  In early 1987, under an exploration agreement Glitter 
Gold Mines Ltd. carried out metallurgical and milling tests on 
a 1500 ton bulk sample; this work proved conventional milling 
fails to produce acceptable recoveries due to the arsenopyrite 
content. In April 1987 Corporation ~alconbridge changed its 
name to Minnova Inc. and held 70% interest in the property. 

Underground development work began in late 1986 and a 
315 m decline adit was driven to theL98 lens; the lens was 
crosscut at three locations and the adit was extended an 
additional 80 m. Bulk samples were shipped for milling process 
design work. Mill construction was started in October 1988 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORI62UE DE L A  PRODUCTION 

Mil l ing  was s t a r t e d  i n  1989 wi th  t h e  product ion of l e a d ,  z inc ,  
and copper -s i lver  concen t r a t e s .  The f i r s t  shipment of l ead-  

z inc  concen t r a t e  was made i n  t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  of June. 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT ( c o n ' t )  

and i n  May 1989 was pu t  i n t o  ope ra t i on  wi th  a  capac i ty  of 
450 tonnes pe r  day. Mining was s t a r t e d  from an open p i t .  
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