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PROVINCE OR PROVINCE OU B r i t i s h  Columbia 
TERRITORY TERRITOIRE 

NAME OF PROPERTY SOMBRIO POINT 
NOM DE LA PROPRI~T~ 

OBJECT LOCATE,D - Gravel depos i t  - from d e s c r i p t i v e  d a t a .  
OBJET LOCALISE 

UNCERTAINTY 1,000 m  at. 48°29r251r ~ o n g . 1 2 4 ~ 1 7 '  
FACTEUR D'INCERTITUDE Lat Long. 

Mining Division V i c t o r i a  District Renf rew 
Division rniniere District 

County Township or Parish 
Cornt6 Canton ou paroisse 

 LO^ Concession or Range 
~ o t  Concession ou rang 

Sec T P .  R. 
Sect. R. C t  

OWNER OR OPERATORIPROPRI~TAIRE OU EXPLOITANT 

DESCRIPTION OF D EPOSITIDESCRIPTION D U  GISEMENT 
The main s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  is t h e  west s t r i k i n g  Leech 

River  f a u l t ,  which a t  i t s  west end determines t h e  course  of 
Loss Creek. North of t h e  f a u l t  greywacke and a r g i l l i t e  of 
t h e  Leech River Formation of p o s s i b l e  J u r a s s i c  t o  Cre taceous .  
age have been metamorphosed t o  g a r n e t i f  e rous  q u a r t z - b i o t i t e  
s c h i s t .  The a r e a  south  of t h e  f a u l t  is  unde r l a in  by Eocene 
Metchosin b a s a l t s .  

A l a r g e  d e p o s i t  of sand and g rave l  300' t o  500' t h i c k  
and 6 t o  $ m i l e  wide, extends from t idewater  f o r  about  2  
m i l e s  upstream. The p re sen t  s t ream channel  does n o t  c r o s s  
a l l  t h i s  d e p o s i t  bu t  t u r n s  ab rup t ly  t o  t h e  sou th  about a  
m i l e  from t h e  shore,  having c u t  through t h e  rim rock  of t h e  
o ld  channel .  An es t ima te  c i r c a  1912 placed t h e  amount of 
g r a v e l  a t  155,000,000 cubic  yards  a t  a  gold con ten t  of 1 2  
c e n t s  per  yard.  The occurrence of n a t i v e  mercury i n  t h e  
sands was repor ted .  

N.T.S. AREA 92 C/8 
REGION D U  S.N.R.C. 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT ' 

HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MlSE EN VALEUR 
. The proper ty  i s  loca t ed  j u s t  n o r t h  of Sombrio Poin t ,  on t h e  

west coas t  of Vancouver I s l and  some 70 km w e s t  of V i c t o r i a .  
Work on t h e  proper ty  began i n  about  1909 by D.H. Hanbury, 

R.S. Gallop and a s s o c i a t e s ,  of V ic to r i a ,  who held some 286 
a c r e s  of Crown-granted land ,  f i v e  hydraul ic  and four  c r eek  
p l ace r  l e a s e s .  A hydrau l i c  p l a n t  comprising 4,900' of pipe- 
l i n e ,  300' of flume and two 4-inch monitors was i n s t a l l e d  t o  
br ing  water  from t h e  Sombrio River .  An a t tempt  a t  hydraul ick-  
i ng  w a s  made i n  1910 w i t h  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s u l t s .  Sombrio 
Gold Mining Company, Limited was incorpora ted  i n  V i c t o r i a  i n  
1912. F e a s i b i l i t y  s t u d i e s  were c a r r i e d  out  t h e  fo l lowing  yea r .  

Kootenay Cen t r a l  Mining and Development Company, Limited 
acqui red  11 place r  l e a s e s  i n  1930. Sampling i n  t e s t  p i t s  and 
survey work f o r  a  hydraul ic  p i p e l i n e  were repor ted .  

T r i ang le  Ventures Ltd . , a p r i v a t e  Victor ia-based company, 
acquired t h e  proper ty  i n  about 1976 and work t o  1983 included 
geophysical  surveys and ex tens ive  sampling. 

Nuspar Resources Ltd i n  1983 en tered  i n t o  a n  agreement 
w i th  T r i ang le  t o  c a r r y  ou t  a  pre l iminary  eva lua t ion  of t h e  
d e p o s i t  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a c q u i r e  an  op t ion  t o  earn  
a 50% i n t e r e s t  by p lac ing  t h e  proper ty  i n  product ion.  Bulk 
sampling was done i n  A p r i l .  
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORI62UE DE LA PRODUCTION 
1 t .... no r e c o r d  of p roduct ion  from Loss Creek o r  Sombrio 

~ i ~ e r "  (Holland, S t u a r t  S. ,  P l a c e r  Gold Product ion of B r i t i s h  
Columbia, B u l l e t i n  28, p. 15,  B.C. Dept. of Mines, 1950).  
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