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POSI
DEISnCRsI, ragygroal.:p :Fc gnl-[l:s of Texada Island are directly corre-

lated with those of Vancouver Island and in fact are nearly identi-
cal. The oldest rocks of the mine area zre basalts of the Texada
Formation, which is the correlative of the pre-Middle Karnian
Karmutsen Formation of Vancouver Island. Conformably overlying the
basalts is the thick Marble Bay limestone, the correlative of the
Late Triassic Quatsino Limestone. The stratified rocks are intru-
ded by quartz monzonite of the Upper Jurassic Gillies Stock. Ex-
ploration work to 1968 had outlined 8 major ore zones spread over
an area of roughly 2,000 by 5,000 feet. The initial discoveries
were, fram west to east, outcrops of the Prescott, Paxton, and Lake
orebodies. Subsequent discoveries, by underground exploration and
geophysics, included the Yellow Kid, Midway, Le Roi, Lake Exten~
sion, and Anomaly 4 zones.

The known orebodies are clustered about a salient at the north
:nd of the Gillies stock, the Lake and Paxton on the east, and the
’rescott, Midway, and Yellow Kid on the west. The orebodies can be
sonsidered in two groups because of their geographic separation,

Associated minerals or products of value =~ COPPGI', gOld Sllvge ar eeee

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOFMENT ‘?«U’//o Fe/(

The property is located on the west side of Texada Island,
70 miles northwest of Vancouver. The Crown-granted claims are
located 3 miles north along the coastllne from the settlement
of Gillies Bay. ‘

Magnetite was reportedly discovered in the northern part o
the Island in 1873. In 1874 Messrs. Goodall Perkins, and
Prescott, of San Francisco, acquired Crown-grants on three
quarter-sections of land covering the Prescott, Paxton, and
Lake zone outcrops. They engaged W.H. Lee, a furnaceman from
Alabama, to examine the deposits and as é result the Puget
Sound Iron Company, of San Francisco, purchased the property i
1875. The company staked mineral locathns over the original
Crown-grants in order to secure the precilous metals and these
locations, the Le Roi, Boulder Nest, Jack North, Yellow Kid,
and LMC claims (Lots 264-268, respectlvely) were Crown—granted
in 1901. High-grade magnetite was shipped to the company ownec
blast furnace at Irondale, State of Washlngton. Phe Pacific
Steel Company bonded the property in about 1900 but the terms
of the agreement were not met and mining was continued into
1902 on a royalty basis. During the years 1885 to 1903, and
1908, 28,898 tons of ore were reported shipped; this was from
the Prescott except for approximately 1,000 tons from the Lake
orebody. Sporadic activity, mainly exploration, continued unti
1916. The Prescott workings at that time included a large
quarry in the face of the bluff, a shaft 140 feet deep, an adit
700 feet long intersecting the bottom of the shaft 475 feet fra
the portal, and 4 working levels above the adit. Sporadic work
was done throughout the years on various small copper showings
on the property. Im 1916 the British Columbia, Alberta, and
Northern Development Company Limited, which was apparently a
United States incorporation, leased 6 claims and during the
year shipped 92 tous of copper ore to the Granby smelter at
Anyox. The last work by the Puget Sound Company was in 1929
when diamond drilling was reported.

No further activity was reported until Texada Mines Itd. was
incorporated in May 1951 as a private company to acquire 8
Crown-granted and 10 recorded claims from the Puget Sound
Company. A diamond drilling program began in June. A contract
@or the sale of magnetite concentrates was negotiated with
Japanese iron interests and in December of the same year work

egan towards bringing the property 1nto production. en pit
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTION _

Early production, as recorded under the name "Prescoti"

y the British Columbia Dept. of Mines (Index No. 3) for the
eriod 1885-1952, includes iron and copper ore shipments as

ollows: Iron ore, 662,722 tons; copper ore, 808 tons, from
hich 90 ounces of gold, 1,002 cunces of silver, and 85,900

ounds of copper were recovered.

From 1952-1971, inclusive, 17,955,408 tons of ore were
illed at this property. From this ore, 21,674 ounces of gold,
22,192 ounces of silver, 38,550,977 pounds of copper, and
,536,569 tons of iron concentrate were recovered.

During 1972-74 inclusive, 3,027,647 tons of ore were milleds
rom this ore 4,308 ounces of gold, 150,499 ounces of silver,
0,974,152 pounds of copper, and 1,398,724 tons of iron
oncentrates were recovered.

During 1975-76, 1 755 207 tonnes of ore were milled. From
his ore 79.28, kg gold, 2 722.508 kg silver, 1 967 918 kg
opper, and 664 662 tonnes of iron concentrates were recovered.

MAP REFERENCES , _
Geology of the Prescott, Yellow Kid, and Paxton Deposits,

Sc. 1"2100 feet - accomp. Report by Sangster.

Map 17-1968, Alberni, (Geol.), Sc. 13250,000 - accomp.
Paper 68-50, Geol. Surv. of Canada.

Map 110 A, Prescott, Paxton and Lake Mines, (Geol.), Sc. 1":
400 feet - accomp. Memoir 58. ,

Mep 92 F/10 B, Comox, (Topo.), Sc. 1350,000.
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DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT (continued)

but more particularly because the orebodies of the west (Prescott,
Midway, Yellow Kid), though of similar mineralogy and with similar
host rocks as those of the east (Paxton and Iske and their exten-—
sions), are in quite different structural settings.

The lake and Paxton orebodies replace limestone, basalts, and
minor amounts of quartz diorite at the keels of compressed over—
turned synclines which plunge gently westward and are sharply over-
turned toward the northeast. The strike of the limestone-volcanic
contact of the upper limb is about 40 degrees west, but the axes
strike more nearly north 60 degrees west. The most striking
feature to the west of the salient is that the orebodies branch up-
ward so that in three dimension they crudely resemble a tree, the
thick stem of which is found at the lowest levels (1455—1655) at or
near the east-west contact of the stock with the Texada volcanics.
At upper levels the contact of the stock warps to the east and
overhangs the older rocks on the lower levels. The Marble Bay
limestone in general dips at moderate attitudes southward. It, or
skarn developed from it, is in contact with the stock down to the
1,800 level, but there are only volcanic and plutonic rocks below.
The orebodies branch and blossom out upon reaching the "limestone"
and follow the warped contact of diorite, limestone, and volcanics
in the upper levels. It is at least likely that the whole was a
breccia pipe system before it was largely replaced by skarn and
nagnetite.

In general, the magnetite rich skarn occurs at the quartz mon-—
zonite contact as a replacement of limestone or volcanics. The
sxception is the Lake orebody which is located some 1,200 feet
r1ortheast of the exposed edge of the stock and is a replacement in
relcanics at the volcanic-limestone contact. In summary, the
zarnet-actinolite-pyroxene—epidote skarn and magnetite-sulphide
)odies may replace basalt, limestone, Gillies stock, or diorite
yorphyry. In the Yellow Kid deposit pyrite and chalcopyrite extend
mtward from calcite pods or veins and cut surrounding magnetite.

]
HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELCPMENT (continued)

operations were established on the Lake, Paxton, and Prescott
orebodies. Hilling began M¥ay 21, 1952, with recovery of con-
centrate by magnetic separation. In the fall of 1952 the
company acquired the Cameron mineral claam (Lot 182) adjoining
the Yellow Kid. A magnetometer survey of the claims in 1953
disclesed an anomaly on the Yellow Kid-Cameron boundary and
diamond drilling of this anomaly in 1953L54 outlined the
Yellow Kid orebody. Late in 1955 an oper pit operation was
begun on the new deposit.

In 1955 a new contract was signed w1th the Japanese.
Because of the higher copper content of the Yellow Kid ores,
and to meet more rigid specifications of the new sales contrac
a new mill was completed in October 1956l This enabled the
average iron content of the concentrate to be raised from abou
58% to 65% while decreasing the copper c?ntent from about 0.2
to 0.08%. In addition, a copper concentgate, averaging 15%
copper and containing recoverable amounts of gold and silver
was produced by flotatiom.

Underground exploration began in 1959 in a 2,200 foot adit
driven from the shoreline to explore beneath the Prescott and
Yellow Xid open pits. With the signing qf a new sales contraci
in 1962, and with the physical limits of\open pit mining in
sight, an underground development program was begun in the
three western orebodies. A shaft was sunk to a depth of 843
feet and 5 levels established. Productlon frem underground
began in April 1964 in the Midway and Main Yellow Kid zones. 4
crosscut being driven on the 2,055 level %to the Lake Extension
orebody late in 1964 intersected a new orebody, the Le Roi,
which was outlined by diamond drilling in' 1965 Open pit
mining ceased in 1964 but to provide 1ncreased mill feed the
Paxton and Iske open pits were reactlvated in 1965. A decline
was begun to the underground workings to begin the conwe®sion
to trackless mining. A second decline or}ramp was begun in
1966 from the lake open pit for tracklessimining of the Le Roi
and lake Extension orebodies.

Texada Mines Ltd. in August 1967 became a wholly owned
subsidiary of Kaiser Aluminum Chemical Corp., of California.
By 1968 all open pit mining had ceased. The only open pit
reserves remaining was about 100,000 tons%of high copper
content in the Paxton pit. Total reserves were reported in

1968 as 9,000,000 tons averaging 40% iron\and 0.25 to 0.3%
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT (continued) .

copper. Underground development work was done on the Anomaly A
zone in 1969-1970. The mine closed on December 17, 1976 ~
due to exhaustion of the ore reserves.
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