
NAME OF PROPERTY MUmX CmEX (MOUNT WASHINGTON) 
NOM DE LA PROPRI~T~ 

PRODUCT COPPER 
PRODUIT 

I OBJECT LOCATE,D - Murex Cu on Carson's Map. 
OBJET LOCALISE 

PROVINCE OR PROVINCE OU British N.T.S. AREA 92 F/14 REF. CU I TE R R ITORY TERRITOIRE R~GION DU S.N.R.C. 

UNCERTAINTY 500 m 
FACTEUR D'INCERTITUDE 

Mining Division Nanaimo 
Division mini6re 

County 
Comt6 

Lot 
Lot 

Sec 
Sect. 

T P .  
Ct. 

 at. 49 '45 ' 35"  Long. 125 '15 ' 40" 
La t. Lona. 

District C O ~ O X  
District 

Township or Parish 
Canton ou paroisse 

Concession or Range 
Concession ou rang 

OWNER 0 R OPERATORIPROPRI~TAIRE OU EXPLOITANT 

DESCR IPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION D U  GISEMENT 
Karmutsen Formation volcanics  of T r i a s s i c  age u n d e r l i e  t h  

lower s lopes  of Mount Washington and Upper Gretaceous Nanaimo 
Group sediments on t h e  upper s lopes .  The eore  of t h e  mountai 
i s  a T e r t i a r y  qua r t z  d i o r i t e  i n t r u s i v e . '  Large zones of low- 
grade porphyry copper have been loca ted .  The-lower showing 
narrow l enses  and low-grade disseminated cha lcopyr i t e  and 
p y r r h o t i t e  occur  in a l t e r e d  vo lcan ic  rocks. A t  h ighe r  
e l e v a t i o n s  cha l copyr i t e  and p y r i t e  occur  as d isseminat ions  an 
in qua r t z  v e i n l e t s  in d a c i t e  porphyry b rece i a s  and vo lcan ic  
rocks. The b r e c c i a  zones have a specu la r i t e - r i ch  ma t r ix  wi th  
v a r i a b l e  amounts of p y r r h o t i t e  , p y r i t e  and cha lcopyr i t e  
s c a t t e r e d  throughout,  and l o c a l l y  some molybdenum. The q u a r t  
ve in ing  forms a stockwork w i t h  abundant p y r r h o t i t e  and more 
spo rad ic  cha l copyr i t e  and p y r r h o t i t e .  A d r i l l  h o l e  (86-1) in 
t h e  b r e c c i a  zone c u t  52' assaying  0,174 o z / t  Au. 

- - 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT ' 1 H/STORIRUE DE L'EXPLORATION ETDE LA MISE EN VALPUR 

The showings a r e  l oca t ed  a t  about 2,500' e l e v a t i o n  on Murex 
Creek, on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of Mount Washington, 18  miles sou th  of 

1 Campbell River. The a r e a  is  wi th in  t h e  Esquimalt and Nanaimo 
Rai lway l and  g r a n t ,  which inc ludes  ownership of t h e  base m e t a l  
1 occurrences;  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Railway Company was even tua l ly  
acqui red  by Canadian P a c i f i c  Limited. 

M t .  Washington Copper Co. Ltd. w a s  incorpora ted  i n  1956 t o  
acqu i r e  a mine ra l  l e a s e  from t h e  Railway and 96 recorded claims 
inc luding  t h e  Murex creek showings and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  ( s e e  
92 F/14, CU 1, CU 3,  AU 1 ) .  

On Murex creek ,  l i m i t e d  t renching  was done i n  1956. 
Noranda Explorat ion Company Limited opt ioned  t h e  proper ty  i n  
1957. Qualicum Mines Limited w a s  formed i n  1960 by M t .  
Washington Copper and Noranda. An ex tens ive  low and h igh  
e lec t romagnet ic  survey loca t ed  a s t r o n g  conductor on which 
t renching  was done l a t e  in t h e  year .  This anomaly w a s  t e s t e d  
by two diamond d r i l l  ho l e s  t o t a l l i n g  745' i n  1961. Diamond 
d r i l l i n g  was done in 7 ho le s  on t h e  upper showing i n  1963. 

The Consolidated Y h i n g  and Smelting Company of Canada 
Limited i n  1963 acqui red  an opt ion t o  explore  t h a t  po r t ion  of 
t h e  proper ty  below t h e  4,000' e l eva t ion .  A magnetometer survey 
and 2,003' o f  diamond d r i l l i n g  i n  3 ho le s  was c a r r i e d  out on 
t h e  lower showings i n  1964. The opt ion  was given up at y e a r  
end. 

M t .  Washington Copper c a r r i e d  ou t  e lec t romagnet ic  and 
geochemical s o i l  surveys i n  1966-67 and an EM 16  survey in 
1970. The proper ty  conta ins  numerous i r r e g u l a r  zones of 
0.1-0.3% C u  over  l eng ths  g r e a t e r  than 100 metres  ; o r  a l a r g e  
tonnage of 0.2% Cu (CIM S p e c i a l  Volume 15 ,  Table 1 ) .  

The company name (Mt. Washington) w a s  changed i n  ifme 1983 
t o  Ve loc i ty  Development Corp. 

B e t t e r  Resources Ltd opt ioned a 75% i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
p rope r ty  (MMC -151, 153 and ad jacen t  c laims)  i n  1983. The 
remaining 25% 2ntere.s t was acqui red  from Veloc i ty  i n  1984 in 
exchznge f o r  sha re s .  Work inc luded  geochemical s o i l  surveys 
i n  1983-84 and diamond d r i l l i n g  i n  1986 i n  10 ho le s  from two 
Locations on MWC 151 c l a i m .  

Noranda ~ x p l o r a t i o n  Company, ~ i m i t e d  i n  ~ e p t e m b e r  1987 
opt ioned a 51% i n t e r e s t  i n  39 claims.  

Associated minerals or products - Gazd ,: 
Min6raux ou produits associks 

? ,  I 

121420 
O Mineral Policy Sector, Departm,ent of Energy, Mines and Resources, Ottawa 

O Secteur de la politique minkrule, ministkre de I'Energie, des Mines et  des Ressources, Ottawa 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORIQUE DE LA PRODUCTION 

MAP REFERENCESIR~F~RENCES CA RTOGRAPHIQUES 
Map 17-1968, Albern i ,  (Geol.) , Sc. 1:250,000 - accomp. Paper  

, 68-50, Geol. Surv. of  Canada. 

{Geology of t h e  Mount Washington Area, Sc. ll':l. 7 miles, Fig. 2 
Report by Carson. 

*Map 92 F/14, Oyster River ,  (Topo.), Sc. 1:50,000. 

Claim Map, Sc. 1 cm:500 m, Fig.  1, Report by Northcote ,  1984. 

Mount Washington gold prospect, Sc. 1.5 cm: 1 km, Fig B19, 
Exploration in British Columbia, 1986, p. B31, BCDM. 
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