
PRODUCT COPPER PROVINCE OR B r i t i s h  Columbia I TERRITORY 
I N.T.S. AREA 92 ~/15 I REF. Cu 

NAME QF PROPERTY COPPER QUEEN ( V ~ M D A  B I I ~ )  HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The Copper Queen Hine, a l s o  cal led t h e  Vananda Mine, i s  

located on t h e  eas t  coast of Texada Is land,  about of a mile 
LOCATION 

~ ~ t .  49'45'14" Long. 124°32'141' 
Uncertainty radius: 200 m. 

Dlstri,t Texada Is land 
M ~ n ~ n g  D i v i s i o n  Ba~tbiEl0 

Associa ted  minero ls  or  products o f  volue - Gold, s i l ve r .  

southeast of Vananda Bay on a low wide r id& separating t he  
& i l y  Lake drainage va l ley  f rm  the  coast at an elevation of 
about 275 f ee t .  

This property was first opened by E. Blewell i n  1895. Eater ,  

County Township  or Par ish  

 LO^ 40 Concession or  Range 

Sec. TP. R. 

OWNEROROPERATOR ANDADDRESS 

c. 1948 - Vananda Mines (19481, Limited. 

DESCRIPTION QF DEPOSIT 
The Copper Queen deposits  ca r ry  copper, gold and si lver  values 

and appear t o  be pneumat o ly t i c ,  very c losely  associa ted with t h e  
in t rus ion of t h e  Coast Range Batholith. The orebodies contain 
sca t te red  patches of borni te  and c h a l c o p ~ r i t e  with occasional r i c h  
nasses of t e t r ahed r i t e  i n  an amphibole-~rnet-calc i te  gang~e .  
Phey occur i n  cav i t i e s  i n  t h e  highly a l t e r ed  Marble l i rnes tone~ 
pith f e l s i t e  dykes on t he  hanging wall s ide.  Xo well defined 
snclose these  bodies, t he  ore often extending i n t o  t h e  f e l s i t e ,  
spparently replacing t he  fe l spar -  Some f i s su r ing  occurs with t h e  
rocks being f ractured pa ra l l e l  t o  t he  course of t h e  dykes. 

Vananda Copper and Gold Company owned the  property u n t i l  1928. ' 

This campany worked t h e  property i t s e l f  u n t i l  1901, and then 
leased it out. By t h i s  time two s h a f t s  had been sunk. The 
first was on a somewhat i r r egu l a r  inc l ine ,  sunk t o  a depth of 92 
fee t  with l eve l s  driven at 60 f e e t  and t h e  bottom. The l a t e r  
-shaft crossed t he  old shaf t  at a depth of 92 f e e t  and was 
timbered throughout. It was sunk t o  a depth of 750 f e e t  with 
l eve l s  a t  175, 224, 300 and 500 f ee t .  200 f e e t  of winzes and 
upraises  and 585 f e e t  of d r i f t i n g  was done. A double ho is t ing  
engine, an air compressor and bo i l e r s  were i n s t a l l ed .  

I n  1901, t h e  Northwest Copper Company operated under bond- 
and l ea se ,  doing d r i f t i ng ,  uprais ing and open-cutting and 
i n s t a l l i n g  a new hois t  engine. 

I n  1902, t h e  property was under bond t o  M r .  Vaughan-Bys. 
Later the  same year, control  passed t o  an English syndicate, bul 
t he  property was s t i l l  worked under lease.  A tramway was b u i l t  
between Copper Queen and the  Cornell Hine t h e  same year. 

Granby Company took a l ea se  and bond i n  1913, doing d r i f t -  
ing,  cross-cutting and 3,000 f e e t  of diamond d r i l l i ng .  The 
property was shut down t h e  following year and not put back i n t o  
full operation again although various l eases  were held on it. 
I n  1916, it w a s  leased t o  G. Br i s te r ,  88. Theloar and D.J. Weir. 
The following year, a Sea t t l e  syndicate held a lease  on t h e  
property and i n  1919 it was bonded t o  t h e  Calumet Arizona Coppez 

wallscmpaW. 
I n  1925, t h e  owuers made preparations which did  not mater- 

i a l i z e  t o  operate t h i s  property, along with L i t t l e  B i l l i e  and 
Copper Queen as a group. 

I n  1928, Central Copper & Gold Co., Limited, acquired these  
proper t ies  f o r  exploration purposes and car r ied  out diamond 
d r i l l i n g ,  surface trenching and a radiore  survey. 

These proper t ies  remained i d l e  from 1929 u n t i l  1943 when 
Indus t r i a l  Beta ls  Mining Company Limited acquired the  proper- 
t i e s .  Most of the  work was done on L i t t l e  B i l l i e  and Copper 
ween,  t h e  mine was unwatered t o  t h e  500-foot l eve l  but then 
allowed t o  f i l l  Mineral UP again. Resources Branch, Department o f  Energy, Mines and Resources, p.t.0. Ottawa. ... 



HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
This property was producing in te rmi t ten t ly  between 1907 and 

1917. *ring t h i s  period, 827 tons  of rn were mined, yielding 
318 oz. gold, 2,419 05. s i l v e r ,  and 71,467 lbs .  copper 
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HIST OBY OF EXPL O U T 1  ON AND DEVELOPNEVT ( continued) 

I n  1945, t h e  proper t ies  were sold  t o  Vananda Mining Company, 
Limited. This company and t h e i r  successor, Vananda Mines (1948), 
Limited, a l s o  confined t he  work t o  L i t t l e  B i l l i e .  A l l  operations 
:eased i n  1949 due t o  t h e  low pr ice  of copper, but l a t e r  attempts 
were made by Vananda Mines (1948), Limited, t o  f i nd  extensions of 
these deposits  by unwatering Copper Queen i n  1952 and by d r i l l i n g  
i n  1956. 

Assays from t h i s  mine ran 6-12s Cu and 4-6% Ag. 


