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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA  MISE EN VALEUR 

This property covers two showings a t  t h e  head of McQuillan 
Creek, a t r i b u t a r y  of China Creek, some 11i miles southwest of 
Por t  Alberni.  The lower showing, known. as t h e  Gi l l e sp ie  vein,  
is a t  the  3,500 foo t  e levat ion on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of a nor ther ly  
trending ravine.  The upper showing, known a s  t h e  McQuillan and 
Alberni ve ins ,  l ies on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  ravine a t  about the  
4,300 foot  e levat ion j u s t  below t h e  d ivide  between McQuillan 
and Ni t ina t  Creeks,-and about 1,500 f e e t  northwest of t h e  
summit of Ymunt McQuillan, 

I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1892 t h e  King Solomon group of 4 claims was 
lecated  on t h e  upper showings by Frank McQuillan & associa tes  

B r i t i s h  Columbia 

and explorat ion work was ca r r i ed  on u n t i l  about 1896. Most of 
OWNER OR OPERATORIPROPRI~TAIRE OU EXPLOITANT t h e  work was done on t h e  McQuillan vein  and consisted of a 36 
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foot  long open cu t  from which an a d i t  was driven 21 f e e t ,  with 
an 8 foot  crosseut  a t  the  face.  

- N o  f u r t h e r  a c t i v i t y  was reported u n t i l  W. Harr is  staked 8 
claims on t h e  showings, the  White Rose and Red Rose claims i n  
August 1934, and t h e  Pink Rose, Yellow Rose, and spike  Nos. 1- 
4 inc lus ive  i n  February, 1936. 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
The formation cons i s t s  of green and purple volcanic flows 

of a n d e s i t i c  composition. These rocks a r e  fine-grained, 
massive, and amygdaloidal i n  places.  A t  t h e  upper workings a 
number of Occur near the 'Ontact 

wi th  a nor ther ly  trending body of coarse-grained d i o r i t e .  The 
Gi l l e sp ie  vein  s t r i k e s  N ~ O E ,  d ips  65 t o  800E, and is  cu t  by 
f a u l t s  of unknown displacement. Vein width ranges from 4 t o  
16 inches. The Alberni ve in  i s  a zone of in tense ly  sheared 
greenstone, averaging 10 f e e t  i n  width, t h a t  conta ins  from one 
t o  th ree  l e n t i c u l a r  ve ins  of quartz,  varying i n  width from 4 
t o  24 inches, s t r i k i n g  N20°E, and dipping 65O~.  Both t h e  
Gi l l e sp ie  and Alberni veins a r e  mineralized wi th  pyr i t e ,  
s p h a l e r i t e ,  galena, and s m a l l e r a m o u n t s o f c ~ l c o p y r i t e ~ n d  
arsenopyri te .  The McQuiUan vein  c o n s i s t s  of 3 shears  s t r i k -  
ing  N ~ O E  and dipping 70°E over a 16 foo t  width of -outcrop, The- 
most e a s t e r l y  i s  20 inches wide and includes 3 inches of ' 

quar tz  and sulphides on t h e  foot-wall. The middle shear is  
much narrower and contains a s u l p h i d e q u a r t z  l e n s  ranging from 
1 t o  8 inches i n  thickness. The most westerly shear contains 
a s h o r t  l e n s  of quar tz  t o  8 inches maximum thickness which 
assayed: gold, 1 ounce per  ton; s i l v e r )  0.4 ounce per  ton,  

- * . -. 
Associated minerals or products - Copper, lead ,  silver. 
Mineraux ou produits associhs - . A  

Havilah Gold Mines, Limited acquired t h e  property i n  1936 
but  i t  is not  known i f  any work was done a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I n  July  
1938 Messrs. Tai t ,  P i t r e ,  and Pedneault optioned a con t ro l l ing  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  company and began development work on the  
property, Operations continued u n t i l  August 1939 when t h e  mine 
was closed. Development work on the G i l l e s p i e  vein during t h i s  
period was ca r r i ed  on i n  3 a d i t s  and consisted of 1,800 f e e t  of 
d r i f t i n g ,  5Q f e e t  of crosscut t ing ,  200 f e e t  of r a i s ing ,  and 
4,254 f e e t - o f  diamond d r i l l i n g .  Several  diamond d r i l l  holes 
w e r e  d r i l l e d  t o  c u t  t h e  vein  a t  depth, and a l s o  t o  explore f o r  
p a r a l l e l  veins. This work was unsuccessful i n  loca t ing  indica-  
t ions  of add i t iona l  ore .  Work on t h e  McQuillan vein  consis ted  
of trenching, a shor t  a d i t  driven under t h e  o ld  workings, and 
O n e d i a m o n d d r i l l h o l e  put do m i n t h e  s a m e v i c i n i t y .  No ore  

found i n - t h i s  work* 
The company was l iquidated  i n  1944. Some r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  

work was done on t h e  property i n  1945, by a M r .  Greene & 
associates* 
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