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NAME OF PROPERTY SUQUASH 

OBJECT LOCATED - showing. 

UNCERTAINTY IN METRES 500. Lat. 50°38'10t' Long. 127°14t20ft 

Mining Division Nanaimo District %pert 

County Township or Parish 

Lot Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
Sediments of Upper Cretaceous age, containing a few coal 

seams, form a continuous outcrop along t he  coast from Port 
NcNeill t o  Beaver Harbour, a distance of 14 miles. These sedi- 
ments consis t  mainly of a grey s i l i ceous  sandstone of the  
Suquash Format ion. 

The s t ruc tu r e  of the  measures is very regular and appears, 
i n  general,  t o  be a broad syncline dipping s l i g h t l y  t o  t he  
northeast.  The dips a r e  l o w ,  usually l e s s  than 10 degrees. 

Three coal seams have been located a t  Suquash. These a r e  
a s  follows: No. 1 seam is 2$ f e e t  th ick and outcrops a t  t he  
shoreline and near the  mouth of Suquash Creek; No. 2 seam is ai 
a depth of 173 f e e t  a t  t he  shaf t  and cons i s t s  of from 4 t o  8 
f e e t  of coal interbedded with rock bands of varying thickness; 
No. 3 seam was cut  by a dr i l l -hole  a t  a depth of 445 f e e t  and i; 
estimated t o  be 4 f e e t  thick.  

Analysis of  a sample gave v ~ l u e s  of 5.035 hygroscopic water 
41.58$volatile combustible matter ,  46.52% f ixed carbon, and 
6.94% ash. 

Associated minerals or products of value 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The property is on t he  northeast coast of Vancouver 

Island, 7% m i l s s  northwest of Port HcNeill and 12  miles 
southeast of Port  Hardy. 

Dr .  W.F. Tolmie recognieed the  presence of coal on t h i s  
pa r t  of the  coast i n  1835. Pining on a l imi ted sca le  was 
carr ied on by the  Rudsont s Bay Company from 1849 u n t i l  1853. 
The Company mined outcrops f o r  use of  naval and other 
shipping. 

Pac i f ic  Coast Coal Nines Limited became in te res ted  i n  
the  area  i n  1908. Drill-holes were put down, cu t t ing  the  
No. 2 seam a t  a depth of 173 f e e t ,  following which a twin- 
compartment ve r t i c a l  shaft  was sunk t o  t he  seam. Between 
1909 and 1914 about 10,000 f e e t  of development drivage was 
done; a longwall face  800 f e e t  long was opened up t o  t he  
south of  t he  shaf t  on t h e  landward s ide ,  and two pa i r s  of 
slopes were driven northeast toward t he  sea, t h e  longest of 
these  being advanced 1,140 f e e t  beyond the  shoreline. 

I n  1914 work was s t a r t e d  on the  sinking of a new and 
l a rge r  shaf t .  Work was then susyended and was not resumed 
again u n t i l  1920. The or ig ina l  shaf t  was then unwatered, 
and a considerable pamount of locat ion work was done on t 3e  
surface. There is  no record o f  any fu r the r  underground 
work being done, and operations ceased en t i r e ly  i n  1922. 

Suquash Col l i e r ies  Limited s t a r t ed  operations on March 
6th,  1952, a t  t he  old shaft .  The Company unwatered and 
reopened pa r t s  of t he  mine, Operations ceased on Hovember 
15th, 1952, 

Cobre Exploration Limited, i n  Dec. 1971, acquired 34 
coal licences from Suquash Prospecting Syndicate. By Sept. 
1972 a l l  but two of the l icences,  described as No. 2110 and 
2111 were abandoned. 

I n  Aug. 1974 Cobre optioned the property t o  Bri t ish 
Columbia Elydro and Power Authority. By Aug. 1975 when B.C. 
Hydro terminated the  agreement approximately $91,000 had 
been spent on the property fo r  road construction, geo- 
logical  mapping, diamond d r i l l i n g  of 4 holes to t a l l ing  
2,802 fee t ,  and coal tes t ing.  

Cobre abandoned the licences i n  Sept. 1975. 
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I lSTORY OF PRODUCTION 
Production i n  t he  1850's was reported t o  be between 

1,000 and l l , O O O  tons. 
From 1909 t o  1914, about 11,910 tons of coal were pro- 

luced. 
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