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OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The proper ty  is l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  south end of Benson ( ~ l k )  

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
A con tac t  between Mesozoic Karmutsen a n d e s i t i c  vo lcan ic s  

and Quatsino l imes tone  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a s  t h e  "Old 
Spor tn  horizon. Layered rocks  of  t h e  Vancouver Group form a 
l a ~ g e  open s y n c l i n e  with dior i te-gabbro of  t h e  Coast Copper 
s tock  in t ruded  i n t o  t h e  nose of t h i s  s t r u c t u r e .  Near t h e  Coast 
Copper mine t h e  i n t r u s i v e  con tac t  d i p s  about 70 degrees outward; 
t h e  Old Sport  horizon d i p s  toward i t  a t  about 35 degrees t o  t h e  
southwest. 

Mine ra l i za t ion  occurred j u s t  zbove t h e  Karmutsen andesi te-  
between it and an  upper,  t a b u l a r  body of  green f ine-grained 
vo lcan ic  rock. Th i s  green rock i s  be l i eved  t o  be  an  i n t e r -  
bedded l a v a  flow i n  t h e  Quatsino Formation ( ~ a s t w o o d  and 
M e r r e t t ,  1961). Although some o r e  occurs  both i n  t h e  under ly ing  
a n d e s i t e  and i n  t h e  interbedded flow, most of  t h e  o r e  i s  between 
t h e s e  u n i t s .  It may be  a replacement of a t h i n  l a y e r  of  
Quatsino l imes tone ,  otherwise u n i d e n t i f i e d .  Small pods of 
coa r se  c a l c i t e  s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  o r e  could  be evidence o f  
Quatsino l imestone.  C h l o r i t e  and a l b i t e ,  accompanied by s e r i -  
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Lake. 
The showings were r epo r t ed ly  o r i g i n a l l y  s t aked  i n  about 

1897 by e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  of  t h e  Quatsino d i s t r i c t  bu t  d e t a i l s  
a r e  lack ing .  I n  t h e  fa l l  o f  1911 t h e  Old Spor t ,  Shamrock, 
Idaho, Mary Widow (93 ~ / 6 ,  FE 1 ), and Blue Bi rd  groups, 
t o t a l l i n g  30 c la ims ,  were s t aked  on t h e  showings. Twenty 
o f  t h e  above claims,  i nc lud ing  t h e  Old Sport  and Merry Widow 
groups, were opt ioned i n  J u l y  1913 t o  C. and F.R. Wolfe o f  
Spokane. They re-optioned t h e  Old Sport  group t o  W. Bacon, 
of  Spokane, i n  1914. 

Quatsino Copper Company, Limited, was i n c o r p o ~ a t e d  i n  
May 1915 t o  develop t h e  property.  A c ros scu t  a d i t  was 
dr iven  440 f e e t  be fo re  work ceased i n  August 1915. The 
Consolidated Mining and Smelt ing Company o f  Canada Limited 

a c o n t r o l l i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  proper ty  and t r ans -  
f e r r e d  i t  t o  a subs id i a ry  company, Coast Copper Company, 
Limited, which was incorpora ted  i n  September 1916. The 
proper ty  was expanded t o  40 c la ims  i n  5 groups,  t h e  Penstock, 
Old Sport  No. 1, Idaho, E d i t h ,  and Machete. Development work 
began i n  s i n k i n g  a 30° winze t o  525 f e e t .  Some 40 claims 
(Lots  1465-1 503 ) were Crown-grant ed du r ing  1919-1920. Four 
claims i n  t h e  Old Sport  group (Lots  1480, 1486, 1493, and 
1500) were Crown-granted t o  Pes s r s .  Adams, PCcClure, Walsh, 
and Kall iday.  The remaining c la ims  were Crown-granted t o  
Coast Copper Company, Limited. Development work cont inued 
from 1916 t o  1931 except f o r  a per iod  from 1920 u n t i l  Apr i l  
1923. A lower c ros scu t  a d i t  (8 th  l e v e l )  was d r iven  2,000 
f e e t  from near  l a k e  l e v e l .  A s h a f t  was sunk from t h e  8 t h  
l e v e l  t o  t h e  1 4 t h  l e v e l .  Development work, which was 
c a r r i e d  out  on 7 l e v e l s  over  a v e r t i c a l  d i s t a n c e  of  1,300 
f e e t ,  t o t a l l e d  about 30,000 f e e t .  

The mine remained c losed  from 1931 u n t i l  1960 wi th  t h e  
except ion of a 4 month per iod  i n  1956 when diamond d r i l l i n g  
was c a r r i e d  out .  I n  1960 work commenced t o  ready t h e  mine 
f o r  production. A 750 ton-per-day m i l l  was i n s t a l l e d  and 
product ion began on August 27th,  1962, An i r o n  recovery 
p l a n t ,  t o  recover  magnet i te  from t h e  t a i l i n g s ,  was put i n t o  
opera t ion  i n  March 1964. 

To explore  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  o r e  zones t o  t h e  south ,  t h e  
ad jo in ing  Herry Widow proper ty  was l ea sed  from b p i r e  
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 

From 1962 t o  1973, 2,856,844 t o n s  of  o r e  were mi l l ed  a t  
t h i s  property.  From t h i s  o r e  122,468 ounces of  gold, 
174,153 ounces of  s i l v e r ,  and 90,815,567 pounds of  copper 
were recovered. During t h e  per iod  of  i r o n  recovery (1964- 
1970) 576,503 t o n s  o f  i r o n  concent ra tes  were shipped from 
t h i s  property.  
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NAME OF PROPERTY tXAST COPPER (BENSON LAKE) (OLD SPORT) 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT ( continued ) 
c i t e  and c a l c i t e ,  a r e  widespread i n  t he  wall-rock volcanics. 

Ore cons i s t s  of garnet ,  epidote, magnetite, c a l c i t e ,  ehalco- 
pyr i t e ,  and bornite.  The sulphide minerals occur as veins, 
lenses ,  and disseminations i n  skarn and magnetite. Pyr i t e ,  
pyrrhotite, and arsenopyrite a r e  present i n  lesser  mounts. In 
several places i n  t he  mine, o re  and skarn a r e  str ikingly banded. 
The bands range from 4 t o  1 inch i n  thickness and a r e  sub- 
pa r a l l e l  t o  t he  Old Sport horizon. 

HISTORY OF EXPLOPATION A N 3  DEYELOPB4ENT (continued) 
Development Company, Limited, i n  1965. The 4,700 south 
d r i f t  was extended some 5,000 f e e t  t o  explore an area of 
copper mineralizat ion i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  EZnpire concen- 
t r a t o r .  Diamond d r i l l i n g  from t h i s  l eve l  indicated 3 o re  
zones. I n  September 1967 an 8x22 foot  decline-conveyor 
a d i t  was col lared a t  the  500 foot  elevation (5,500 l e v e l )  
near t he  Coast Copper concentrator develop the extension 

the Coast mineralization in t h e  Wid0w prop- 
erty.  The 1 4 O  decline was driven about 2,500 f e e t  through 
Coast Copper ground and some 3,775 f e e t  through Merry Widow 
ground following along s t r i k e  and down d ip  of t he  ore  zone 
and some 60-100 f e e t  below it. A t  t h e  end of 1970 t he  
decl ine  had been extended t o  6?275 fee t .  Levels were esta-  
bl ished a t  200 foot  i n t e rva l s ,  t he  lowest being t h e  4,100 
level .  This work outl ined reserves of 1,071,000 tons 
grading 1.8% copper and 29.1% i ron  on Nerry Widow ground. 
By mid 1970 a l l  Coast Copper production was coming from the  
Merry Widow property. Iron concentrate recovery was dis-  
continued i n  August 1970. The mine closed i n  November 1972 
and the  equipment and buildings were sold  i n  1974. 

Coast Copper Company advised Quatsino Copper-Gold Mines 
Limited, r eg i s te red  owner of 57 Crown-granted and 8 
recorded claims comprising t he  Uerry Widow property, t ha t  
the re  remains on the  property reserves of 501,000 tons 
averaging 1.35 capper, 33.3% i ron,  and .02 ounce gold per 
ton.  (VSE SbF 22/09/75, Quat sino Copper-Cold Ms L) . 


