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depress ion ,  and i n  t h e  c reek  bed above and below t h e  c l a y  
depos i t ,  is  metamorphosed grey t o  b lack  rock t h a t  v a r i e s  
between s c h i s t  and gne i s s .  The minera l  c o n s t i t u e n t s  of  t h i s  
rock a r e  c h i e f l y  qua r t z ,  p l ag ioc l a se ,  b i o t i t e ,  and hornblende. 
Areal  geo log ica l  mapping i n d i c a t e s  t h e  presence  of a c i d  
p l u t o n i c  rocks t o  t h e  n o r t h  on King I s l and .  

A s  i n d i c a t e d  by d r i l l  l ogs ,  t h e  c l a y  u n d e r l i e s  an a r e a  of 
approximately 5.2 ac re s  and ranges i n  th ickness  from 1 t o  42 
f e e t .  The c l a y  is o v e r l a i n  by from 1 t o  6 f e e t  of overburden 
and is  unde r l a in  u sua l ly  by sand and g rave l  b u t  i n  some s p o t s  
by bedrock. The c l a y  is  of  very  f i n e  g r a i n  s i z e  and is 
remarkably uniform i n  t e x t u r e  from top  t o  bottom. The c l ay  i s  
dark bluish-grey when moist  and l i g h t  grey when dry. It f e e l s  
smooth and i s  very s t i c k y  when taken from t h e  ground. 

A s i z e  s e p a r a t i o n  made by s imple sedimentat ion and decan- 
t a t i o n  showed t h e  g r a i n  s i z e  of t h e  sample t o  be  as follows: 
(1)  6.2 p e r  c e n t  w i t h  g r a i n  diameter g r e a t e r  than  0.07 mm, 
(2) 8 .5 p e r  cent  w i t h  g r a i n  diameter  0.003 mm t o  0.07 mm, 
(3) 54.6 p e r  cent  wi th  g r a i n  diameter  0.0017 mm t o  0.003 mm, 
(4) 30.7 pe r  cen t  w i t h  g r a i n  d iameter  less than  0,0017 mm. 
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The proper ty  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  south  end of King I s l a n d  
some 55 mi l e s  southwest of  Be l l a  Coola. The depos i t  i s  on 
Block A of Lot  1522 about  400 f e e t  i n l a n d  from and less than  
50 f e e t  v e r t i c a l l y  above t h e  n o r t h  sho re  of Kisameet Bay. 

This  c l ay  has been known t o  l o c a l  Ind ians  f o r  many yea r s  
and w a s  used by them f o r  medicinal  purposes.  Vancouver 
i n t e r e s t s ,  apparent ly  through a  p r i v a t e  company Ray-Vite 
Labora to r i e s ,  acqui red  t h e  p rope r ty  i n  t h e  1940's t o  i n v e s t i -  
g a t e  t h e  t h e r a p e u t i c  p r o p e r t i e s  of t h e  c lay .  The depos i t  w a s  
c l o s e l y  d r i l l e d  (about 77 ho le s )  i n  1946 and samples were 
submit ted t o  t h e  Mines Branch, Ottawa f o r  d i f f e r e n t i a l  thermal 
a n a l y s i s  and X-ray t e s t s .  The above i n t e r e s t s  incorpora ted  
Canadian Canamin Ltd .  i n  A p r i l  1949 t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  minera l  
l e a s e  on Lot 1552. The c l ay  was s o l d  i n  a  water  suspension 
under t h e  trade-nameWAbborvite", t o  b e  taken  i n t e r n a l l y  f o r  
stomach a i lments .  It was a l s o  s o l d  i n  j a r s  a s  a  mud under 
t h e  trade-name "~e rmav i t e " ,  f o r  use  on b u m s ,  s p r a i n s ,  and i n  
beauty packs. Some experimental  u se  was made of t h e  m a t e r i a l  
by Vancouver medical and v e t e r i n a r y  men. The company c h a r t e r  
was sur rendered  i n  1957. 

S t a r b i r d  Mines Ltd. h e l d  a l e a s e  on t h e  proper ty  i n  1975 
b u t  no work w a s  repor ted .  

Claytron Energy Corporation i n  1976 acqui red  a 100% 
i n t e r e s t  i n  Mineral Lease No. 14522 covering Block A of Lot  
1522. The c l ay  depos i t  was es t imated  a t  200,000 tons proven 
(Northern Miner, May 4, 1978).  About 25 tons  of c l a y  were 
s o l d  i n  Europe and South America as a n a t u r a l  pharmaceut icl  
product and cosmetic.  
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Map 92 A, Coast and I s l a n d s  between Queen C h a r l o t t e  Sound and 

Burke Channel, Sc. 1":4 mies, Geol. Surv. of  Canada, 1914 

Canadian Canamin c l ay  depos i t ,  Sc. 11':200 f t . ,  Fig. 17 ,  Report 
of Min i s t e r  of  Mines, B r i t i s h  Columbia, 1951, p. 217. 

Map 92 M/13, Namu, (Topo.) , Sc. 1: 50,000. 
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The coa r ses t  product,  except f o r  s t r a y  rock fragments, 
cons is ted  of angular  t o  subangular,  c l e a r ,  fresh-looking 
mineral  fragments. Minerals i d e n t i f i e d  were, i n  o rde r  of 
abundance, quar tz ,  f e ldspa r ,  hornblende, b i o t i t e ,  magnetite,  
honey-yellow t i t a n i t e ,  and zircon.  
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