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QUESNEL POZZOLAN HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
-. - -- .- - - The depos i t  i s  loca ted  on Lot 222 on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  

OBJECT LOCATED - showing. 

UNCERTAINTY IN METRES 500. Lat. 52°57'30" Long. 122°30'20" 

Mmng Dlv~slon Carib00 District Cariboo 

County Township or Parish 

Lot Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

- - . . - - - -- - - . -- . - - -- -- 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
The "burnt" s h a l e  used a s  a pozzolan source  forms a colour- 

f u l  b l u f f  on t h e  e a s t  bank of  t h e  Frase r  River j u s t  below t h e  
mouth of t \ e  Quesnel River. The rock quar r i ed  is  a hard 
v i t r e o u s  t o  porcelaneous mate r ia l  resembling dense f i r e d  clay- 
ware. Colours range through r e d ,  p ink,  b u f f ,  yellow, b lue ,  and 
black.  Thin-sections show t h e  mate r ia l  t o  be s o  extremely f i n e  
g ra ined  t h a t  i t  i s  indeterminable  by o p t i c a l  means, Impressions 
o f  s t e n s  and twigs  of  p l a n t s  a r e  present  i n  t h e  rock. Geo- 
l o g i c a l  maps of  t h e  a r e a  inc lude  t h e  rock i n  t h e  T e r t i a r y  coal  
measures found a s  s c a t t e r e d  patches  a long  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t h e  
Frase r  River. It is  genera l ly  considered t h a t  t h e  rock was 
o r i g i n a l l y  c l a y  o r  s h a l e  t h a t  was "burnt" o r  baked by t h e  
combustion of  in terbedded coa ly  members. An a l t e r n a t i v e  
suggest ion t h a t  t h e  c l a y  was baked by over ly ing  l a v a ,  now 
eroded away, does not  have much suppor t ing  evidence. 

Associated minerds or ~ r o d u c s  of value I 

t h e  Frase r  River about 1 mi le  south of U e s n e l .  
The d e p o s i t ,  which forins a c o l o r f u l  b l u f f t o n  t h e  r i v e r  

bank, was examined by Selwyn i n  1871-72 and by Dawson i n  
1875-76. Eardley-Wilmot examined t h s  depos i t  i n  t h e  1920 ' s  
whi le  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  d ia tomi te  occurrences i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  

Crownite Diatomite Ltd. ,  incorpora ted  Apr i l  1963, 
acquired a l e a s e  on Lot 222. I n  1965 t h e  company d r i e d  and 
pulver ized s e v e r a l  hundred t o n s  of  "burnt" s h a l e  t o  pro- 
duce a pozzolan product f o r  u s e  i n  work a t  t h e  Por tage 
Llountain Dam. 

Dome Petroleum Limited acquired a c o n t r o l l i n g  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  company i n  1967. During t 3 e  year  some 4,000 t o n s  of  
Itburnt" s h a l e  was processed. The company name, Crownite 
Diatomite, w a s  changed i n  Januzry 1968 t o  Crownite 
I n d u s t r i a l  hTinerals Ltd. A new 100 ton-per-day i n d u s t r i a l  
mineral  p l a n t  f o r  process ing s h a l e  and d ia tomi te  was 
completed e a r l y  i n  1970. Some 5,000 t o n s  of  "burnt" s h a l e  
pozzolan was processed i n  1970-71. Fur the r  production was 
repor ted  i n  1972. A l l  mining and m i l l i n g  was suspended i n  
1973 f o r  p l a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s .  

Mincral Devclopmcnt Scctor. Dcpartrncnt o f  I'nergy. Mines and Kcsourre~.Ottawa.  



HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
During t h e  perioZ 1965-1972, i n c l u s i v e ,  approximately 

12,000 t o n s  of q'burntq' s h a l e  pozzolan were shipped from t h i s  
proper ty .  
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