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I NAME OF  PROPERTY COTTOBVOOD RIVER 

Confluence of Cottonwood River and - 
OBJECT LOCATED Umity Creek. 

UNCERTAINTY IN METRES 100. Lat. 53°05'15ti ~ o n g .  122°14r30" 

Mining Division Cariboo District Cariboo 

County Township or Parish 

~ o t  Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR A N D  ADDRESS 

DES%'J'Tdo$a?EoDnP8P~Tby t he  r i v e r  consis t  of a l t e r n a t i r g  bands 
of volcanic and sedimentary rocks. The bands are usually 
several hundred f ee t  i n  width. The sediments a r e  chief ly  thin- 
bedded a r g i l l  it es. They a r e  considerably folded, s t r i k e  mainly 
northwesterly with southwesterly dip. The volcanic8 a r e  ande- 
s i t i c  and contacts a r e  very poorly defined. 

These rocks a r e  intruded a t  a number of  places by b a t h o l i t i c  
tongues and by stocks of considerable s ize .  Although the  in- 
truded rocks show considerable pyr i t i za t ion  a t  d i f fe ren t  points,  
the re  is  l i t t l e  evidence of the  existence of quartz veins i n  t he  
formation exposed by t h e  r i ve r .  However t h e  presence of a l a rge  
amount of quartz pebbles i n  t he  pre-Glacial gravels  suggest t ha t  
quartz veins occurred i n  t he  eroded formations. 

The gold occurred mostly i n  bench-type deposits  (remnants of 
e a r l i e r  stream beds) and originated e i t he r  from g lac ia l  materi- 
a l s  o r  from the  reworking of g l ac i a l  o r  pre-glacial channel 
deposits. 

Assoc~ated m~nerals or products of value 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION A N D  DEVELOPMENT 
The Cottonwood River flows northwestward t o  join t h e  

Fraser Biver about 12 miles north of mesnel .  The Cotton- 
wood River has incised a val ley t o  a depth of 300 t o  353 
f e e t  i n  t h e  Praser Flateau. Beading north, t he  r i v e r  f i r s t  
meanders i n  a wide valley,  then enters  a narrow val ley of 
steep-rocked canyons, then cu t s  through a mass of g l ac i a l  
debris  hundreds of f ee t  i n  thickness and f i n a l l y ,  passes 
through a second short  rock canyon, terminating a t  the  
bridge on t h e  Prince George-&uesnel Highway. 

Extensive old workings a r e  s i tua ted  on the  r igh t  bank 
of the  r i v e r  upstream from Deep Creek, a t  the  head of 10- 
Hi le  Canyon, and a t  the  lower end of t h i s  canyon. 

A number of individual operators have worked t he  Cotton- 
wood River over t he  years. Well over 90s of t he  gold pro- 
duced t o  1945, was recovered during the  period 1874-1895. 
These deposits  were l a rge ly  worked by hand. 

I n  1936, one company, Cinema Gold Placers Ltd., and a 
number of individuals,  were ac t ive ly  engaged i n  mining t he  
bench deposits  . 

By the  l a t e  1940ts,  a number of companies, including t he  
Umity Valley Gold Mines Limited and Swift Biver Dredging Co. 
Ltd. had acquired a l a rge  number of placer leases.  Dredges 
were used i n  most of the  operations and t he  volume of 
g ~ a v e l s  worked increased tremendousl~. 

During t he  following years most of the  placer  a c t i v i t y  
On the  Cottonwood Biver reverted t o  small s ca l e  pr ivate  
workings* In 1972, Brent B ~ l o r a t i o n s  Ltd* performed some 
$30,000 worth of ~ o r k  in t e s t i n g  a sect ion of the  r i v e r  4 
miles eas t .  
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 

Becorded production up t o  and including 1945, t o t a l s  
9,984 oz. of p lacer  gold recovered from the  Cottonwood 
River. 
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