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NAME OF PROPERTY = - HERON (GROUSE CREEK)

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT
Grouse Creek in its upper reaches flows north through s narrow
canyon; below the canyon the creek bends between elevatzcxs of 4, 600
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and 4,500 feet and flows northereasterly, passing over a 6 foot high
falls at about the 4,300 foot elevation. On the southesst or Tight
side of the creeck, extending for about a mile between the bend and &
point aboul 800 feet downstream from the falls, a number of early

proverties were located in the following order in the downstresm .-
direction: Discovery claim; Full Rig claimy Black Hawk cleim; the

Heron Compsny's nine 1Q0~foot claims, extending down to the fallsjs the

{

/_ Hardaup Company's property, extending 800 feet downsiresm from tha .y

falls to join the Waverly Conpany's ground,
Jrouse Creek was mined to & limited extent in 1861-62 and then - <=
abandoned until 1844 when the Heron claims were located on it.. The : -

OWNER OR OPERATCR AND ADDRESS

.. Crouse Cresk Mines Iid.,
501 ~ 615 West Pender,
Vancouver 2, B.C.

¢laims yielded sbout $300,000 and were then sold for $4,000, under the
supposition that the ground was worked out; on cutting an outlet 18
tinches deeper the olaim continued to yield from 80 to 100 ounces a

week throughout the enguing season. The créek waa again abandoned

antil 1866 when the lead was rediscovered; the Heron, Discovery, and
other claims yielded from $15,000 to $20,000 to the share. The Heron
Co.y in March 1867, pzid 2 dividend of 8800 per share and the Full Rig

1Co. a dividend of $200 for e week's work. These comparies worked out

DESCRIPTICN OF DEPCSIT

Tne Tormation consists of Palaeozoic rocks of the Cariboo groups
including micaceous quartzite of the Snowshoe formation and quartzose
phyllite of the underlying Midas formaticn. inor seidic dykes end
gills of the Prosperine intrusions outerop in the area. The creek
heads on Bald kKin, follows a northerly trending fault through a canyon
between Prosperine and Antler Mountains, and then bends to the ncrih~.
east., Tke highly productive part of the creek extended upsiream from
the Heron ground for about a mile., The old gold-bearing channel near
its upper end is about 40 feet above the level of the present cresaky
it crosses over and forms a rock-bench on the west side at the bend
and again crosses 0 the east side below the bend, on which side it
continues as a rock-bench downstream $0 a short distance above the .
Heron ground, where its level coincides with the present creek. In
the Heron ground it is below the creek level and under the high bank
on the east side. Thus the gruzdient of the old channel ig greater
than that of the present. One section of the Heron channel was re-
rorted to be sc narrow and steep sided that the 8 foot timbers being
used reached from one rim to the other. In places the pold coourrod
on a “hard-pen® loyes abouwt 18 inchea above bedvock, Near the lower
end of the Heyon ground the gradient of the old channel stoepens and
irregular depressions or undulations in ibe bedrock indicate that the
old channel has been pardially removed by glaeisl aﬂuszan in thie
seetion.

Assacieted minerals or products of valus

the lead for 1,000 feet on the channels at a point 96 feet above the

, Hard—up line the gradient of the channel siespened, the ground becsme

ifficult to mine and finally had to be abandoned because of the

presence of water and slum, : =
The early workings, including the Heron inecline, numerous tunnels

and shafts, were made in mining or searching for the extension of the
Heron channel. In 1889 lesars. Jarvis, lcAlinden and Co. drove @ .
tunnel in the vicinity of the Discovery claim and found what was
believed to be the upstream extension of the Heron lead But it turned
out to be a depression in beﬁrock about 30 by 24 feet; this yielded
about $4,600 in gold.
Work since that tiwme has been directed towards finding the ﬂentin~
uation of the “Herom lsad" in the drift covered flats in the lower

‘Ipart of the creek, the principal work being done on the Hard-typ claims,

In 1902 Yessrs. Lasell and Wendle began extending an old tunnel on the
Hard-up property. The United Mining Co. was subsequently formwed; ths
company owned the Hard—up property and obtained a lease on the Heron
ground.  About 600 feet of tunnel was driven in two adite bui the
workinge had to be abendoned on aceount of flooding; the comprsny
ceased operations im 1905, Dismend dedlling wog dons in 1920 in a de«
pression lsading from Orouse Cresk easiward towsrds the mesdows at the
hesad of Quartz Gulich. A cross-sactieon of € holes found an »1d shannel
but there was no gold 4n it.

Greuse Crogk Barkerville Cold 12d., a private coupsny holdirg rour
leases, wank two sphafts in 1062 but falled to find the old channel.Ths
company wag succseded by Urouse Cresk Mines L3d, in 1963, the new
company holding 5 placer mining lesses and 16 clajme. A haxger
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOFLEN (cont:.nuad)

efraction seismic survey was carried out, starting in the area imme-

‘ _ - iately adjacent to the ¢ld Hercn channel., . The survey gave an indica-
REMARKS ‘ L v -kion of & channel trending N S0¢ E from the end of the Heron workings.

: ' o ‘ Subsequently. 11 churn~drill holes were put down to delineate the

profile with more precision. At a point 735 feet from the presumed
end of the Heron workings drill holes indicated a deep channel 112
feet to bedrock. A 114 foot long drainsge tunnel was completed and
shaft sinking was begun to explore the channel by -underground drift-
ing. ‘ .






