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OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
Is land Mountain i s  underlain by the   nows shoe and @ides for- 

mations of t h e  Cambrian and k t e r  ( 9 )  Carib00 T& Snow- 
shoe formation i a  comprised mainly of l e n t i c u l a r  beds of 
micaceous quart  site and p k l l i t e  , and minor limest one and limy 
p e l l i t e *  The underlying of phyllite 
and a r g i l l i t e ,  e i t h e r  of which mar be bleached* Three lime- 
stone beds ham been recognized i n  the  Snowshoe formation and 
designated t h e  "Bakert', 1'309i1, and nJohn' sn. A 1 1  have rela-  
t i v e l y  p e a t  c o n t i a u i t ~ ,  but a l l  pinch and in the 
t i o n  of plunge and a l s o  have been thickened on crests and 
thinned on limbs during folding. The main f o l d  s t ruc tures  
cons i s t s  of an an t i c l i ne ,  overturned t o  the  southrest ;  on the  
northeastern flank of t h i s  s t ruc ture  there  i s  an at tenuated 
i s o c l i n a l  syncline; on t he  nsr theast  limb of t he  syncline is the  
mine dragfold. The fo ld s  plunge northwestward at an average of 

see Card 2 .... 
Associated minerals or products of value - Si lver*  

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The Aurun property i s  located on the southeast slope of 

I s land  Mout~tain, extending from t h e  town of Wells southwest- 
e r l y  along t h e  west shore of Jack of Clubs Lake. The prop- 
e r t y  i s  adjoined t o  t he  north and east by t h e  Mosquito and 
Cariboo groups ( ~ a r i b o o  Gold Quarta property). 

Gold-bearing quartz veins were found on I s land  lountain  
i n  the  ea r ly  i870ts, and i n  1878 t h e  Enterprise Company, a 
group of Barkervil le miners, began ex-ploxation work on them. 
This company intended t o  haul ore t o  a 10-stamp m i l l  in- 
s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  Kurt z and Lane shaft-house at t he  Beadows. 
The Is land Mountain Quart% Mining and &fi l l ing Company, 
Limited L i ab i l i t y ,  was inoorporated i n  1887 t o  take over the  
ground. The m i l l  was purchased and moved from the  Meadows 
t o  t he  Aurw B.E. claim (Lot 10518) and, a s s i s t ed  by a loan 
of $20,000 from the Br i t i sh  Columbia Government, a new m i l l  
w a s  bu i l t .  Several hundred tons of ore, mainlr from the  
Johns a d i t ,  was milled i n  1890, and 15 t o  20 tons of pyr i te  
concentrates was shipped t o  t he  Government Reduction VJorks 
at Barkemille fo r  f reatment . 

A sa t i s f ac to ry  recovery of gold could not be made, and 
t he  property was fo r fe i t ed  t o  t h e  Government f o r  non-repay- 
ment of the  loan. No fur ther  work was done u n t i l  1897, when 
t he  same company leased the  property f rm the  Government, in- 
s t a l l e d  four  vanners, and ran the m i l l  f o r  about a month, 

unprofitably. I n  1903 the  late C.J. Seymour Baker 
tested ore frm Island M o u n t a i n  and cleaned out old 
a d i t s ,  but  i n t e r e s t  i n  the property again lapsed, 

About 1,000 f e e t  of undersound work was done during 
ea r ly  exploration. Althou& several  hun&md tons of ore w a s  

the re  i s  no of t he  amount of @ld produced, 
Surface workings fo r  the  most part a re  on t h e  Aurm and 

Aurum West mineral claims. Attention was first drawn t o  
these  outomps by ea r ly  prosgectors rho were able  t o  recover 
€Pld by rocker f'rm the  broken and weathered quartz outcrops. 

In 1925 Baker acquired the  f i v e  o r ig ina l  Crown-granted 
mineral claims, later knom the durum group, the 
Government and each until 1931 a small 
clearing out the old workings, In 1932 ha optioned the Aurm 

See Card 2 . . . . 
Mineral Resources Branch, Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, Ottawa. 



HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 1 REFERENCES 

Recorded production from the  Is land Mountain mine f o r  t he  
periods 1934-1953 and 3.959-1967 t o t a l s  991,698 tons  of ore. 
&om t h i s  ore 479,419 ounces of gold and 73,406 ounces of 
s i l v e r  were recovered. The combined 2roduction from the  
I s land  Mountain and Cariboo mines f o r  the  period 1954-1958 
t o t a l s  447,800 tons. From t h i s  ore 194,453 ounces of gold a n t  
19,703 ounces of s i l v e r  were recovered. Between 1934 and 
1954, there  milled 1,245,295 tons from which were produced 
569,528 ounces of gold and 81,658 ounces of s i lver .  ( B . C .  

Open F i l e  Report 1989-22, p. 32) .  
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NAVE OF PROPERTY AURW (ISLAND MOUNTAIN), POSQUITO 1 HISTCRY OF EXPLORATICN AND ~ ~ L O P ~ T  (continued) 

The mine remained i n  production a f t e r  i ts purchase by 
Cariboo Gold Quartz, t he  ore being hauled t o  the Cariboo 
m i l l  some 700 yards t o  t h e  eas t .  The company's i n t e r e s t  i n  
t he  property was i n  par t  t o  provide access t o  t h e  @osquito 
group, adjoining t o  the  northwest; t h e  gosquito ( ~ o t  10355) 
and Nosquito Fraction ( ~ o t  10359) had been Crown-granted t o  
Cariboo Gold i$artz i n  1936. A d r i f t  t o  the  northwest on 
t he  3,000 l eve l  was begun i n  1958 t o  explore the  gosquito 
claims, some 2,000 t o  4,000 f e e t  northwest of t h e  Awrum 
shaf t .  This work resu l ted  i n  t he  discovery of a m b e r  of 
replacement orebodies which were developed on 3 l e v e l s  
(2,850, 3,000, and 3,125) during 1960 and 1961. Operations 
were continuous u n t i l  t h e  mine closed on %arch 31, 1967. 

The Mosquito, Nosquito Fraction,  and several  adjacent 
claims (see 93 ~ / 4 ,  Au 4) were purchased i n  1971 by The 
Nosquito Creek Gold Mining Company Limited f o r  a 20$ 
i n t e r e s t  i n  t ha t  company. Cariboo Gold Quartz Xining 

see reverse Card 2 . . . . 

DESCEUPTIQW OF DEPOSIT (continued) 
22 depees .  The dragfold has a wavelength of about 400 f e e t .  
Hinor fo ld s  a r e  very numerous. The major f a u l t s  i n  t he  mine are 
the A u m  and Jack of Clubs. The Aururn f a u l t  where exposed 
s t r i k e s  H20 t o  30 west and dips  about 40 nor theast ,  except i n  
t he  lower l eve l s  where the  dip  f l a t t e n s ,  The Jack of Clubs f a u l t  
a s  exposed i n  t h e  lower l eve l s  s t r i k e s  R25'E and d ips  s teep 
northwesterly. The veins t ha t  have been mined a r e  almost en- 
t i r e l y  diagonal veins t ha t  s t r i k e  If60 t o  80% and dip  s teeply  
southward. The average ore-shoot i n  diagonal veins i s  125 feet 
long, 5 f ee t  wide, and 100 f e e t  on dip. Vein mineraliaation is 
mainly py r i t e  i n  a gangue of quarts. The veins occur mainly i n  
t h e  micaceous quar tz i te .  Beplacement ore formed about 50s of t he  
mine output. The main source was the  l imest  one beds but some was 
mined i n  a r g i l l i t e .  Hearly a l l  the replacement bodies a r e  pencil- 
shaped. The pencils  a r e  mostly local ized i n  the  c r e s t s  of  ant i -  
c l i ne s  or ,  l e s s  commonly, i n  t h e  troughs of s p e l i n e s  and plunge 
with t he  folds  northwestward. The longest pencil-shaped orebod$, 
2,000 feet long, is in the anticlinai crest of the major drag- 
fold .  Its average cross-sectional area  i s  not much grea te r  than 
100 square f ee t .  A few tabular  bodies occur i n  t he  planar limbs 
of folds. Replacement deposits  consis t  almost en t i r e ly  of re ls-  
t i v e l y  fine-grained py r i t e  with a minor amcount of arsenopyrite. 

-group of f i v e  claims t o  Reward Eining Gapany, Limited, who 
located eight adjoining claims t o  t h e  west. This company 
bonded t he  whole property t o  Cariboo Consolidated Gold 
Pines,  Limited, i n  1933; a con t ro l l ing  i n t e r e s t  i n  Cariboo 
Consolidated had been acquired e a r l i e r  i n  the  year by Bew- 
rnont Pining Corporation of New York. Wemont i n  October 
1933 incorporated Is land Mountain Mines Company, Limited, 
t o  acquire and develop the  property, which then consisted 
of 29 claims. I n  addit ion t o  the  old' Union @ar tz  C r m -  
grant cLot 28) the property cmprised the Mobark, 
and Paystreak groups, and other claims, including Lots 
10517, 10518, 11066-11073, 1.1081-11095. These claims were 
Cram-granted t o  t he  canpany during t he  period 1935-1941. 
Production by Is land Btlountain Nines began i n  Xovember 1934 
with a 50-ton m i l l .  The m i l l  capacity was increased t o  
100 tons  per day i n  1935 and production was continuous u n t i l  
August 15, 1954, when t h e  cmpany sold  t he  pro;?erty, ex- 
cluding t he  m i l l ,  t o  The Cariboo Gold €&art2 Mining Company, 

Limited, for $300,000. 
I s land  Pountain Xines had developed the  property f rm a 

main haulage a d i t ,  from which a 3 compartment i n t e rna l  shaf t  
1,450 f e e t  deep was sunk; 11 leve l s  were established from 
the  A u r a  shaft ;  t h e  mine workings a r e  extensive, t o t a l l i n g  
more than X) miles. 
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3 .  

I3TSTOBY t?F ExPLmTIm 4333 D m L 0 - m  (continued) 
Sompany,Limited, i n  June 1972 amalgamated with Coseka Besources 
Limited under t h e  latter name. Coseka i n  Jbbruarjr 1973 incor- 
porated a wholly owned subsidiary,  f ianch &;ploration Limited, 
t o  receive all i t s  mineral property interests. In  March 1973 
French Ekploration amalgamated with 'dllharf Resources Ltd. under 
the name Wharf Besources Ltd.; Coseka Resources Limited was 
z l l o t t ed  80.4% of  the issued shares  of kVharf liesources. A 
?rogram of diamond and percussion d r i l l i n g  i n  1980-81 was 
carr ied  o u t  mainly on the  adjacent  Cariboo property.  

By a February 1985 agreement with Wharf Resources, Mosquito 
Zreek Gold Mining Company Limited acquired 100% i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
?roperty i n  exchange f o r  shares of the company. I n  February 
1986 Hecla Mining Company obtained from Mosquito an option t o  
= a m  a 50% i n t e r e s t  i n  the  property but then dropped it. In 
1987, Mosquito Creek changed its name to Mosquito Consolidated 
;old Mines Limited. In 1988, Lyon Lake Mines Limited optioned 
the property and earned 50% interest after doing underground 
zxploration. Ore drive from the Mosquito Mine property 
intersected old Island Mountain drift. 




