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' NAME OF PROPERTY tlWilloiv River Lease .It !I- 
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NEAREST POST OFFICE 

PROVINCE OR PROVINCE OU 
TER R I T 0  R Y  TERRITOIRE 

LOCATION Willow River. 
Mining Division Cariboo. * District Cariboo. 

NAMEOFPROPERTY . . -. I 

Township or Parish County 

Concession or Range, and Lot 1 
LS. Sec. TP. R. i 

I 

OWNERS OR OPERATORS AND ADDRESS 

1893 : Charles 2'. Law ( l a t e  B.C.Commissioner a t  the  . - 
World1 s F a i r ,  -chicago. ) 

1894: Chas. F. Law & F.C. Lai rd  (of  Chicago). 
1901: The Lai rd  Co. 

DEVELOPMENT WORK 
1894: 7 holes  bored ac ros s  v a l l e y  of creek. 

It 4x12 f t .  working s h a f t  s t a r t e d ,  bu t  s t ruck  wate 
1895: Dr i f ted  620 f t .  i n t o  h i l l  t o  r i m  rock. 
1896: 3 compartment s h a f t  r a i s e d  100 f t .  t o  sur face  

[I891 : and sunk 110 f t . ,  and a bed-rock tunnel run 
650 f t .  t o  i n t e r c e p t  channel. 3 openings were 
made i n t o  the channel wash. 

1903: A new 6x16 f t .  s h a f t  reached bed-rock. 
1905: 1 2 0  f t .  d r i f t i n g  on bed-rock, which was t h e n  

l o s t .  A 11-ft .  s h a f t  loca ted  i t ,  but it p i t -  
ched i n t o  deeper ground. Main s h a f t  Equipped 

then sunk 25 f t .  deeper and a new tunnel  star#ot equipped 

PRODUCTION 

N.T.S. A R E A  
REGION DU S.N.R.C. 

d 1502:  Willow River mn ing  Co., Ltd. 

REF. 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
Ore or substance Gola 1 

I 

-.- - . . - - - 
REF. 

IH COLlJM6IA. [ MAP SQUARE r I No. 1 95 ikl( 

Character of Deposit Placer  

Country Rock 

Associated minerals of value 

Material shipped 

Date of first shipment 

TRANSPORTATION 
Shipping point 

Distance from mine 

Carrier 

Destination 

MAP REFERENCES 
General and district maps 

Detail maps, plans, sections 



G. S. C., Rep. Prog. 1876- 7, p. 135. ( ~ m o s   oma an.) 
11 Ann. Rep. 1887-8 14 . Vol. 111, Pt.  1 ,  p. 1 6 ~ .  
II Ann. Rep. 1887-88, Vol. IV, Pt.  11, p. 1 2 1  R 

f data r e  t r i b u t a r i e s )  (Dawson) . 
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Is Ann. Rep. i892-93, Vole VI, p i  167  13. . 
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Willow r i v e r  i s  a t r ibu ta ry  of the  4raser r i v e r ,  which 
it joins below Ft. (or ,  Prince) George. It i s  s i tua -  
ted i n  what has been the r i ches t  placer d i s t r i c t  i n  
B.C. From 2 9  mls, of Williams Creek (one of i ts tri- 
butar ies)  and 2 mls. of Lightning Creek (another tri- 
butary) a t  l e a s t  $30,000,000 of gold had been taken 
out up t o  4914. Nost of the balance of the  gold pra- 
duced i n  the  d i s t r i c t  came from the surrounding creeks 
a l l  within a comparatively small area .  
F i r s t  mention of Willow River by G.S.C. i n  Rep. Prog. 
1876-77 (p.135). where data r e  creek8 t r ibu ta ry  t o  it 
was given. Willow r i v e r  val ley  has f l a t s  a mile t o  2 
mls. wide, and s t i l l  higher-lying meadows than these 
a re  found on nearly a l l  the t r ibu ta ry  branches, a t  
various a l t i t u d e s .  '8Usuklly these occur where the 
configuration of the country has l e d  t o  the formation 
o f  basins i n  the interrupted descent of the  streams." 

(G.s.c., 1887-88.p.lQ 
In 1893, Mr. Law purchased the mining l ease  of 1 m l .  
on Willow r i v e r  below Mosquito Creek, ana in teres ted 
Montreal cap i ta l  there in . ,  The Govt. hydraulic j e t t -  
ing ( o r ,  boribg) npichine was t o  be transported t o  the 
ground during the  winter and t es t ing  was t o  s t a r t  the 
next spring. 
In 1894, i n  the 4th  hole bored, f ine  p a r t i c l e s  of gold 
(amount iz  t o  .50d) were obtained from the 4-ft.  above - 
bed-rock, which- wits s t ruck a t  102 f t .  
In 1897, lire Laird held 5 l eases  on 4 mls. along W i l -  
low r i v e r  - above and below bbsquito Creek. $100,000 
spent by 1898. By Oct., 1900, the deep channel of 
Willow River was f i n a l l y  reached and a most sa t i s fac -  
tory  prospect of coarse gold founa. 
I n  1901, they were driven out by water. 
In 1902-3, the  water d i f f i c u l t y  continued. 
I n  1904, had water trouble i n  new shaf t .  
In 1906, the f a t a l  i l l n e s s  of the  pr incipal  owner 
caused the closing aom of operations - although they 
were working on gold su f f i c ien t  to  pay, wi th  the ground 
improving with every foot  advanced across the channel. 
In 1907, work was resumed and r e s u l t s  sa t is factory ,  b d  
the machinery broke down. 
I n  1908, work shut down i n  e a r l y  spring. 




