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NAM% OF PROPERTY COAL CREEK 

OBJECT LOCATED - Old workings. 

UNCERTAINTY IN METRES 500. Lat. 54'49' 25" LOW. 127*45' 

Mining Division h i n e c a  District Range 5 Coast 

County Township or Parish 

Lot Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
The coal occurs near t he  base of a sedimentary sequence that  

apparently unconformably ove r l i s s  an i r r egu l a r  surface of 
volcanic and sedimentary rocks of the  Hazelton Grou?. The coal- 
bearing rocks probably a r e  Upper Jurass ic  o r  Lower Cretaceous 
age belonging t o  the  3owser assemblage. Grey mudstones, silt- 
stones, Sandstones, and conglomerates with abundant plant  debris  
a r e  common i n  the  sequence. I n  places these  rocks a r e  poorly 
consolidated. Downstream from the  coal exposures, pebble 
conglomerates and interbedded sandstones a r e  par t i cu la r ly  
abundant. 

I n  t he  v i c in i t y  of the  old workings the  rocks s t r i k e  about 
north 30 degrees eas t  and dip  25 degrees northwest. S t r ike  
extensions a r e  l imi ted by fau l t ing .  Only two of the  seams would 
be considered economic, and these  are s t ra t ig raph ica l ly  from 25 
t o  100 f e e t  apar t .  The lower sear;; var ies  from 6 t o  16  f e e t  
th ick,  being s g l i t  i n  many places by a rock band, and t he  upper 
seam averages about 6 f ee t  thick.  Current work has indicated 

see Car? 2 . . . . 
Associated minerals or products of value 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The main coal outcrops a r e  a t  about t he  2,800 foot 

elevation on Coal Creek, approximately 1$ miles upstream 
from the  Zymoetz River, 23 miles west of Smithers. 

A number or" coal claims were staked on these  outcrops 
by J. Ashman i n  1908 but l i t t l e  work was done a t  t h a t  
time. Exploration and development work was reported 
carr ied out during the  period 1911-1913 under t he  names 
"Copper River Coal Syndicate" and "Copper River Coal 
Claims, Limited", ne i ther  of which a re  recorded a s  Canadian 
incorporations. Control of t he  property was held by York- 
sh i r e  and Canadian Trust,  Limited. Development work, under 
the  management of F.B. Chettleburgh, was done i n  several  
a d i t s ,  two of which a re  over 100 f e e t  i n  19ngth. 

The property was optioned i n  1920 by A.C. Garde but 
fu r ther  work was not reported u n t i l  1922 when 2,539 f ee t  of 
diamond d r i l l i n g  i n  3 holes was ca r r ied  out. I n  1926 the  
pro2erty was controlled by Yorkshire Rc Pac i f ic  Trust 
Com?any, of Vancouver. Some prospecting was reported i n  
1926-27 by F.B. Chettleburgh. I n  1928 Br i t i sh  Pac i f ic  
Industr ies ,  Limited, an English company, optioned t he  prop- 
e r t y  but no development work was reported. 

Thirteen coal l icenses  (NOS. 462-4741 t o t a l l i n g  7,873 
acres  were held i n  1968 by W.D. Thompson, Alex Fisher,  
Glenn Huck, and Copper Ridge Mines Ltd. A pr iva te  company 
Western Coal % Limestone Ltd. was incorporated i n  July  
1968; the  company name was changed i n  August 1958 t o  
Western Coal 8 Coke Ltd. Copper Bidge held a 50% in t e r e s t  
i n  the  new company. During 1968, diamond d r i l l i n g  was done 
i n  3 holes t o t a l l i n g  545 f e e t  i n  order t o  obtain coal 
samples su i t ab l e  f o r  coking t e s t s .  

An adjacent 6 coal l i censes  (Nos. 516-5211 were subse- 
quently acquired by Glen Copper Mines Limited, and 3 
l icenses  (1,720 acres)  by Kaiser Resources Ltd. Under an 
April 1, 1970, agreement Kaiser ca r r ied  out exploration 
work on the  proper t ies  held by t he  other companies. Work 
during 1970 included geological mapping, s t r ip?ing,  and 
14,000 f e e t  of trenching. This work indicated the  coal 
bearing area  had a maximum extent of  about 2 square miles. 
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DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT (continued) 
t h a t  t h e  seams might be continuous under an a rea  2,200 by 1,500 
f e e t .  I n  a r epor t  dated J u l y  7, 1969, D r .  3.M. Black computed 
an ind ica ted  and poss ib le  r e se rve  of 1,492,000 tons. mis would 
a l l  have t o  be mined by underground methods. The coal  is  
repor ted  t o  border  on high v o l a t i l e  "A" and "B" bituminous 
(A.s.T.M. c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ) ,  t o  have a high sulphur content ,  and 
t o  be noncoking. Thermal q i ia l i ty ,  however, is  good i n  terms of  
Btu per  pound. The poss ib le  a r e a  under which coal  seams could 
occur is  now s a i d  t o  be not  more than 2 square miles .  It is  
apparently bounded by an unconformity t o  t h e  e a s t ,  probably by a 
f a u l t  t o  t h e  west ,  by a f a u l t  o r  unconformity t o  t h e  soutb,  and 
immediately norSh by porphyry in t rus ions .  
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