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DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
The formation cons i s t s  of sedimentary rocks of the  Hazelton 

group, mainly a r g i l l i t e ,  with contorted bedding-planes which 
s t r i k e  nor theaster ly  and d ip  variably southeastward, These 
rocks extend eastward from t h e i r  contact wi th~massive  l igh t -  
coloured lava flows, which here form the  core of t he  Babine 
Mountains. The a r g i l l i t e  is traversed by several  southerly 
s t r i k i n g  rhyo l i t e  dykes which dip  s teeply  westward. The two 
showings found on t he  property a r e  referred t o  a s  the  Xain vein 
and West vein. The Main vein is a bedded quartz s t r i nge r  lode 
i n  contorted a r g i l l i t e .  The lode pinches and swells  irregular13 
and probably averages about 18 inches i n  width. A s  a general 
r u l e  i t  i s  sparsely mineralized with disseminated pyr i t e ,  galene 
spha le r i t e ,  chalcopyrite, and occasional g ra ins  of t e t rahedr i t e .  
A 51 inch channel sample taken across a loca l  enlargement of the 
vein assayed2 s i l v e r  14.1 ounces per ton; lead ?.I$. 

The West vein consis ts  of two pa ra l l e l  quartz stringer-zones 
separated by about 40 inches of sheared a r g i l l i t e  and gouge. It 
s t r i k e s  south and d i ~ s  70° west. The hanging-mall i s  a rhyol i te  
dyke and t he  foot-wall is a r g i l l i t e .  The quartz s t r i nge r s  con- 
t a i n  sparsely disseminated pyr i t e  and base-metal sulphides. A 
composite channel sample of the  two stringer-zones, aggregating 
30 inches i n  width assayed: s i l v e r  0.2 ounces per ton; zinc 1.2$ 

Associated minerals or produca of value - Lead. 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The property is  located a t  t h e  5,000 foot  elevation a t  

t he  head of Higgins Creek 1 7  miles northeast  of Smithers. 
The Victoria claim group was owned by Patr ick J. 

Higgins, of Spokane, from about 1916. Development work t o  
1918 was done i n  a 140 foot aCiit, and 3 sha f t s  50, 40, and 
15 f e e t  deep. The 16 claim Victoria group was optioned i n  
the  smmer of 1926 by H.L. Xessner. A new low leve l  cross- 
cut a d i t  was begun during t h e  year. Lorraine Copper S i l ve r  
Mines, Limited, was incorporated i n  February 1929 and work 
i n to  1931 included extending t he  crosscut a d i t  and surface 
exploration. The company char te r  was surrendered i n  1937. 

The Lorraine group of 8 claims and f r ac t i ons  was owned 
by B.F. Messner, of Smithers, and associa tes ,  i n  1946. 
American Yellowknife Gold Mines Limited held t he  property 
under option i n  1951 and car r ied  out geological mapping, 
s t r ipping,  sampling, and apparently some diamond d r i l l i n g ;  
the  option was abandoned before t he  end of the  year. Some 
work was reported i n  the  upper a d i t  i n  1958. 

B.F. blessner and associa tes  i n  January 1964 i n c o r ~ o r a t e d  
a pr iva te  company, Mative Mines Limited, t o  acquire the  
property a s  t he  Si lver  Queen, New Str ike ,  and Extension 
groups t o t a l l i n g  18 claims. Bcploration work during 1965-66 
included an electromagnetic survey, surface s t r ipping,  1,760 
f e e t  of surface diamond d r i l l i n g  i n  15 holes9 and some 800 
f e e t  of crosscut t ing 2nd d r i f t i n g  i n  a new crosscut a d i t  
which was begun i n  November 1965. I n  1969 the  comaany had a 
small crew hand cobbing ore  with the in ten t  of accumulating 
a carload l o t .  
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
In  1917, 7 tons of ore  were shipped from t b i s  property. 

From t h i s  ore  686 ounces of s i l v e r  and 7,000 pounds of lead 
were recovered. 
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