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Germansen River jo ins  the  Omineca River about 54 miles north- 
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DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
Bedrock exposed along Germansen River cons i s t s  mainly of 

interbedded slates, a r g i l l i t e s ,  and greenstones of t h e  Cache 
Creek group. Several  small bodies of serpent ine  cu t  these  
Cache Creek rocks. Quartz veins a r e  f a i r l y  numerous, par t icu-  
l a r l y  i n  t h e  greenstone bands. 

A t  t h e  upper workings, about 7 m i l e s  above t h e  r i v e r  mouth 
t h e  following types of p lacer  deposi ts  a r e  found: (1) p lace r  
deposit  on low-lying benches and i n  t h e  bed of t h e  r i v e r ;  (2) 
p lace r  deposi ts  ly ing on rock benches t h a t  form an extensive 
system a t  an e leva t ion  of about 35 f e e t  above t h e  river; and 
(3) p lace r  deposi ts  i n  a deeply buried channel system below 
r i v e r  l e v e l .  The main workings a r e  of t h e  second type; the  
benches a r e  over la in  by a more o r  less cemented l a y e r  of 
pieces of sha t t e red  bedrock, and by f i n e  and coarse gravels .  
Resting on t h e  gravels  i s  up t o  50 f e e t  of boulder clay.  Gold 
is  contained i n  t h e  gravels  overlying t h e  cemented mater ia l ,  
more espec ia l ly  i n  t h e  coarser  gravels ;  i n  t h e  cemented 
mate r i a l  overlying bedrock; and i n  t h e  cracks and crevices  of 
t h e  l a t t e r .  The gold is i n  t h e  main coarse, both nuggety and 
somewhat f l a t .  

Associated minerals or products 
Minbraux ou produits assocMs 

Placer gold was discovered on the  Germansen River i n  1870 and 
the  northwest t rending p a r t  of t h e  r i v e r  has been worked almost 
continuously s ince  then by individuals ,  and a t  t i m e s  by compan- 
i e s .  The Caledonia General Mining Association, Limited 
L i a b i l i t y ,  of Vic tor ia ,  purchased 640 ac res  of p lacer  ground on 
the  r i v e r  i n  about 1897. The St .  Anthony Exploration Company, of 
Santa Barbara, Cal i fornia ,  bought 8 l e a s e s  on t h e  r i v e r  from t h e  
Omineca Consolidated Company Ltd. i n  1899. Some 520 f e e t  of 
prospecting tunnels  were run and a 90 foo t  deep s h a f t  was sunk. 
The company abandoned t h e  l e a s e s  i n  1902. The Royal Standard 
Investment Company, of Vancouver, prospected l eases  on the  r i v e r  
i n  1913. 

Germansen Placers ,  Limited, was organized i n  Apr i l  1931 t o  
carry  out  a hydraulic operat ion on a sec t ion  of t h e  r i v e r  about 

7 m i l e s  above i t s  mouth. Hydraulicking was done on rock benches 
on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  during 1932 and 1933. A new 
company, Germansen Placers  Limited, was organized i n  February 
1934 t o  continue t h e  p lacer  operat ions on t h i s  sec t ion  of t h e  
r i v e r ;  the  company name was changed i n  Apri l  1934 t o  Germansen 
Mines, Limited. The company ca r r i ed  on i n t e r m i t t e n t  hydraulic 
operat ions u n t i l  1943; the  water supply was obtained by d i t c h  
and flume from t h e  south fork  of t h e  Germansen River. I n  1953 
t h e  company optioned t h e  ground t o  K.H. Armstrong, of S e a t t l e .  
The company char te r  was surrendered i n  June 1956. M r s .  R.M. Ta i t  
ca r r i ed  out a drag l i n e  and s l u i c e  box operat ion on t h i s  sec t ion  
of t h e  r i v e r  i n  1959 and 1960. 

Germansen Ventures, Limited, a subsidiary  of Ventures Explor- 
a t i o n  Company (East Afr ica) ,  Limited, was organized i n  September 
1937 t o  acquire 12 l e a s e s  on t h e  lower end of t h e  Germansen 
River and on Plug Hat Creek. Construction of a 15  mile d i t c h  and 
flume from Germansen Lake t o  t h e  workings had begun l a t e  i n  1936. 
Two main p i t s  w e r e  worked, and f o r  severa l  years about 1,000,000 
yards of gravel  were moved each season. Operations were sus- 
pended i n  Ju ly  1942 and t h e  company char te r  was surrendered the  
following year.  Subsequent operat ions i n  these  p i t s  were c a r r i e d  
on by G.H. Loper from 1946 t o  1952, by A. Pendle & assoc ia tes  
from 1954 t o  1956, and by Gene Jack from 1959 t o  1961. Lincoln 
Gold Placers ,  Ltd., operated a monitor on L i t t l e  Lost Creek, a 
t r i b u t a r y  of t h e  Germansen River, i n  1948. 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORIQUE DE L A  PRODUCTION 
"The recorded product ion  from Germansen River  is  24,138 

ounces o f  p l a c e r  gold." (J .E.  Armstrong, 1949, p .  145) .  

MAP R E F E  RENCESIR~F&RENCES CART0 RAP IQUES 
Map 971 A, Smithers-Fort  S t .  James, f Geol. 7 , Sc. 1":8 miles. 

Map 876 A, Manson Creek, (Geol.) , Sc. l t t : 4  m i l e s .  

Map 93 N,  Manson River, (Topo.), Sc. 1:250,000. 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPosIT/DESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT (continued) 

A t  t h e  lower workings,  on t h e  wes t  bank of t h e  riser about  
2 m i l e s  above t h e  mouth, t h e  a u r i f e r o u s  g r a v e l s ,  about  1 5  f e e t  
t h i c k ,  l i e  on rock  benches 50 f e e t  o r  more above t h e  r i v e r .  
These g r a v e l s  a r e  bu r i ed  benea th  more t han  100 f e e t  of  bou lde r  
c l ay ,  s i l t ,  and g rave l .  The gold i s  i n  the main c o a r s e  and 

- nuggety, and is  concent ra ted  on-bedrock-andf in  eheLcrrrdks- &nd 
crevices of bedT&&% The a u r i f e r o u s  g r a v e l s  of the. rock  benche 
a r e  considered t o  b e  pre-Glacial  o r  e a r l y  G l a c i a l  i n  age ,  , 
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Gr izz ly  Cald Mines Ltd.  o f  Pen t i c ton ,  ope ra t ed  a dredge 
on t h e  r i v e r  i n  1966. 




