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numerous boulders made the  operat ion unsat is fac tory  and cos t ly .  
The Kildare Mining Company, Limited, incorporated under a 

Dominion-charter i n  October 1905, apparently worked on S l a t e  
Creek f o r  severa l  seasons. Kildare Mines, Limited, incorporated 
under-a Dominion char te r  i n  June 1913, held 14 hydraulic l eases  
on t h e  creek: t h e  company held these  l e a s e s  u n t i l  1922. The 

B r i t i s h  Columbia 

* - 
ground was restaked by H. Beach i n  1923 and subsequently acquired 
by Cominco Ltd. Considerable test d r i l l i n g  was done by t h e  
company and the  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of a drag-line was completed i n  1933. 
In te rmi t t en t  operat ions were c a r r i e d  on u n t i l  about 1939, and 
f u r t h e r  test work, including d r i l l i n g ,  was done i n  1942. Cominco 
leased t h e  ground t o  Yuba Consolidated Gold Dredging Company, of 
San Francisco, i n  1948; t h e  company ca r r i ed  out  a d r i l l i n g  
program i n  1949. During t h e  years  following a number of individ-  
ua l s  worked t h e  creek, i n  p a r t  on ground subleased from Cominco. 
The Martin Mine, Limited, held l eases  on t h e  creek i n  1965. 

Omineca.Placers, Limited, was organized i n  Apr i l  1932 a s  a 
p r i v a t e  company t o  work a number of l eases  a t  t h e  southeast  end 
of L i t t l e  Wolverine Pass, which extends northwesterly from, and 
p a r a l l e l  t o  the  lower end of S l a t e  Creek. The company i n s t a l l e d  
a drag-line and b u i l t  about 2 miles of d i t c h  and flume t o  carry  
water from the  Manson River. Sluicing operat ions began e a r l y  i n  
1933. 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION D U  GISEMENT 
The upper end of S l a t e  Creek va l l ey  is  wide and f l a t ,  and 

i s  heavi ly  mantled wi th  g l a c i a l  debr is .  The remainder of t h e  
va l l ey  i s  narrower and c u t  down t o  bedrock along much of i t s  
course. Bedrock exposed along the  creek cons i s t s  mainly of 
wester ly  s t r i k i n g  v e r t i c a l l y  dipping s l a t e s  and a r g i l l i t e s  of 
t h e  Cache Creek group. Minor beds of greenstone and s c h i s t  
w e r e  a l s o  observed. The pay gravel  occurs on bedrock and i n  
some of t h e  deeper ground near t h e  head of t h e  creek l ies 
beneath 30 t o  60 f e e t  of g l a c i a l  till. The mate r i a l  excavated 
held a high percentage of boulders about 1 foo t  i n  diameter, 
with some measuring 4 f e e t .  Evidence obtained by d r i l l i n g  
indicated  t h e  existence of 5 o ld  channels on t h e  r i g h t  bank 
and one on the  l e f t  bank of S l a t e  creek. Of these ,  two have 
widths of from 150 t o  200 f e e t ;  they l i e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  sunm3.t 
of t h e  r idge  between S l a t e  and Manson creeks. 

I 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION E T  DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

S l a t e  Creek i s  a small ,  e a s t e r l y  flowing stream t h a t  en te r s  
Manson River near the  se t t lement  of Manson Creek. Gold was 
f i r s t  discovered on the  creek i n  1871, and from then u n t i l  1900 
t h e  creek was worked extensively by individuals .  Most of these  
workings were not  i n  t h e  bed of t h e  stream but  on shallow bed- 
rock benches bordering t h e  stream. The deep ground near the  
head of t h e  creek could no t  be  worked by small-scale methods. 

A group of l eases  a t  the  upper end of the  creek w e r e  
acquired by t h e  43rd Mining and Mill ing Company of Cariboo, 
Limited L i a b i l i t y ,  which was incorporated i n  1896 wi th  t h e  
object  of working the  deeper ground. The company operated on 
the  creek u n t i l  about 1901. The two p i t s  t h a t  were opened up 
had t o  be  worked with hydraulic e leva to r s  and t h e  presence of 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORIOUE DE LA PRODUCTION 
The recorded product ion  from S l a t e  c r eek  is  4,776 ounces o f  

p l a c e r  gold. (Armstrong, J .E . ,  1949, p .  148) .  

MAP R E F E R E N C E S ~ R ~ F ~ R E N C E S  CARTOGRAPHIQUES 
Map 901 A, Smithers-Fort S t .  James, (Geol.) ,  Sc. 1":8 mi l e s .  

Map 876 A, Manson Creek, (Geol.), Sc. 1":4 m i l e s  (1946). 

Map 93 N,  Manson River ,  (Topo.), Sc. 1:250,000. 

Manson River-Slate  Creek Area, Sc. lW:1,000 f e e t ,  Fig. 2 - 
Summary Report 1933. 
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