
P R 0 DUCT GOLD (PLACER) 
PRODUIT 

R E F .  AU 2 1 REF. 
PROVINCE OR PROVINCE OU B r i t i s h  Columbia 
TERRITORY TERRITOIRE 

N.T.S.AREA 93N/9 
R ~ G I O N  DU S.N. R.C. 

I I I 

- - 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
Information from a d i t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a pre-Glacial channel 

of Lost Creek l i e s  buried i n  i t s  e a s t  bank. The post-Glacial 
rejuvenation r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  creek encis ing a deep gorge 
almost p a r a l l e l i n g  and immediately west of i t s  former channel, 
but  a t  one o r  two po in t s  i t  cu t  i n t o  t h e  west r i m ,  giving rise 
t o  t h e  post-Glacial deposi ts  i n  t h e  gorge. 

NAME OF PROPERTY LOST CREEK 
NOM DE LA  PROPRILTL 

OBJECT LOCATE,D 
OBJET LOCALISE 

 at. 55'39 ' 30" ~ o n g .  124028 ' UNCERTAINTY 
FACTEUR D'INCERTITUDE La t. Long. 

Min~ng Division Omineca District Cassiar  
Division miniere District 

County Township or Parish 
Comt6 Canton ou paroisse 

Lot Concession or Range 
~ o t  Concession ou rang 

Sec TP. R .  
Sect. ct. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATORIPROPRI~TAIRE OU EXPLOITANT 

Assoc~ated minerals or products 
Minefaux ou produits associ6s 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
HISTORIRUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

Lost Creek is  a small t r i b u t a r y  of Manson River, which i t  
e n t e r s  from t h e  south about 1 m i l e  below t h e  set t lement of 
Manson Creek. The creek has i t s  source on the  nor th  s lope  of 
Blackjack Mountain and is  confined t o  a rocky gorge on t h e  
higher mountain slopes.  It emerges from t h i s  gorge i n t o  a wide 
depression which i s  about p a r a l l e l  t o ,  and a t  an e levat ion of 
some 335 f e e t  above, t h e  Manson River val ley .  Lost Creek 
crosses t h e  depression and on t h e  nor th  s i d e  e n t e r s  a narrow, 
deep, rocky gorge t h a t  extends nor theas te r ly  f o r  about 6,000 
f e e t  t o  where it ends abruptly a t  the  back of t h e  rock bench 
f lanking the . sou th  s i d e  of t h e  Manson River. 

p lacer  operat ions between 1871 and 1897 were concerned mainly 
with t h e  post-Glacial deposi ts  i n  t h e  bed of t h e  creek. Later  
operat ions,  in .about  1900, included t h e  McKinnon hydraulic opera- 
t i o n  i n  the  upper gorge of t h e  creek a t  a point  where t h e  post- 
Glacial  e a s t  bank had been eroded away p a r t l y  exposing t h e  pre- 
Glacia l  channel. A t  about t h e  same time an underground operat ion 
i n  t h e  lower gorge of the  creek was begun by W.B. Steele and 
assoc ia tes .  Adits were driven a t  points  1,075, 1,925, and 4,045 

- f e e t ,  respect ively ,  d i s t a n t  from t h e  mouth of t h e  lower gorge. 
The a d i t  a t  4,045 f e e t  was driven 550 f e e t  before  encountering 
bedrock. A t  t h i s  point  pay-gravels were s t ruck and a v e r t i c a l  
r a i s e  118 f e e t  w a s  put  through t o  t h e  surface .  The a d i t  was then 
advanced a f u r t h e r  200 f e e t .  Where pay-gravels were encountered 
t h e  ground was d r i f t e d  on over a width of about 40 f e e t .  Another 
a d i t ,  a t  4,495 f e e t ,  was driven by R. Dunsmore & assoc ia tes  i n  
about 1935. Dunsmore Gold Mines, Limited, was incorporated i n  
1936 t o  continue t h e  work. A two compartment s h a f t  was sunk 90 
f e e t  t o  connect with one of the  o ld  a d i t s  and water f o r  s l u i c i n g  
was pumped t o  the  s h a f t .  The company suspended operat ions i n  
1939 and t h e  company c h a r t e r  was surrendered i n  1940. 

Lost Creek Placer Gold, Limited, which was incorporated i n  
1936, held p lacer  l eases  on the  lower end of Lost Creek and f o r  
14 miles along t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  Manson River. I n  t h e i r  
i n i t i a l  work on t h e  lower end of Lost Creek, t h e  company t r i e d  a 
shovel and drag-line operat ion but  were hindered by a shortage 
of water. Over 6 miles of d i t c h  and flume were b u i l t  i n  1939 t o  
br ing water from t h e  Manson River. Operations by t h e  company 
ceased i n  aboht 1942. Individuals  have continued in te rmi t t en t ,  
small-scale operat ions s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .  
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTION/H/STOR/QUE DE L A  PRODUCTION 

The recorded product ion from Lost Creek, covering t h e  
pe r iods  1881 t o  1885 and 1936 t o  1945, t o t a l s  366 ounces of 
p l a c e r  gold. 
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Map 1586 G, Manson Lakes, (Aeromag.), Sc. 1":l mi le .  

Map 93 N, Manson River ,  (Topo.), Sc. 1:250,000. 
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