
PRODUCT COAL 
r n u v l s v L t  un 1 

TERRITORY 

NAME OF PROPERTY 
- 

OBJECT LOCATED - n i n e  symbol, Fig. 11. 

UNCERTAINTY IN METRES 100. Lat. 56O06 ' 20" Long. 122°10"20t1 

Mining Division L i a rd  District peace Bi.ver 

County Township or Parish 

Lot 

Sec 

Concession or Range 

TP. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

IPTION OF DEPOSIA 
DES(%he proper ty  i s  un e r l a i n  by t h e  Lower Cretaceous Gethinb 
and Dunlevy Formations. The seam on which n i n i n g  was ca r r i ec  
ou t  d i p s  43-47 degrees  west and i s  on t h e  western limb of  the 
Danish Creek a n t i c l i n e .  The coa l  seam i s  4* t o  5 f e e t  t h i c k  
and con ta ins  2 rock bands i n  t h e  t o p  6 inches.  An a n a l y s i s  c 
t h e  coa l  gave t h e  fol lowing:  moisture,  1.1%; v o l a t i l e  ma t t e r  
21.85; f i x e d  carbon, 69.3%; ash ,  7.8%; sulphur ,  0.7$, B.T.U. 
conten t ,  13,880 p e r  ~ o u n d .  The coa l  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  as medium 
v o l a t i l e  bituminous. 

Associated minerals or products of value 

FIKB-124 

I REF. COL 2 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The Packwood mine is  loca t ed  a t  e l eva t ions  of 2,300 t o  

2,600 f e e t  on t h e  no r th  s i d e  o f  t h e  Peace River v a l l e y  
about 6 mi l e s  ups t reaq  from t h e  Bennett  Dam. The mine i s  
now under t h e  waters  of  Lake R i l l i s t o n .  

Coal l e a s e s  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y  were he ld  p r i o r  t o  1923 and 
some development work mas apparent ly  c a r r i e d  out  du r ing  t h e  
i n i t i a l  per iod  of  explora t ion .  The b u i l d i n g  of t h e  Alaska 
Highway gave new impetus t o  coa l  mining i n  t h e  a rea .  

I n  1940 l e a s e  Nos. 1002 and 1002 A were acqui red  by 
George A .  Packwood and development work began i n  a new a d i t  
on t h e  coa l  seam. During t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of 1943 t h e  mine 
was operated by R. Me lv i l l e  Smith Company, Limited, con- 
t r a c t o r s  on t h e  Alaska Highway. Packwood resumed ope ra t ions  
and by 1945 two a d i t s  had been d r iven ,  t h e  lower about 360 
f e e t  and t h e  upper about 200 f e e t  i n  length .  A t  t h i s  po in t  
a falult  was sncountered. The upper a d i t  was extended 
begond t h e  f a u l t  bu t  t h e  coa l  seam was so  badly crushed t h a t  
marketable  s i z e  coa l  could no longer  be recovered and t h e  
ope ra t ion  was abandoned. 

I n  1946 a  new mine was opened on what appeared t o  be t h e  
same seam about mi l e  no r th  o f  t h e  old workings. Beschke 
Coal, Ltd., was incorpora ted  i n  December 1947 t o  cont inue 
o p e r a t i n g  t h e  proper ty .  Two a d i t s  were dr iven  on t h e  seam 
and coa l  mined by a s e r i e s  of  30 f o o t  wide rooms. By 1952 
t h e  lower l e v e l  had been dr iven  1,050 f e e t  and t h e  upper 
l e v e l  460 f e e t .  By 1956 t h e  lower l e v e l  had been extended 
t o  1,257 f e e t .  Due t o  l i m i t e d  markets product ion i n  t h e  
l a t t e r  yea r s  was confined t o  t h e  win te r  months. Mining 
ope ra t ions  apparent ly  ceased i n  1960. 
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IISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
Production t o  t h e  end of  1947 t o t a l l e d  about 7,260 t o n s  

Ref. ~ e m o i r  259). 

WpR@h%E&i&%ver Canyon Coal Area, SC. ltl:l mi le ,  
Fig. 11 - accomp. Memoir 259. 

Gething Coal Leases, Sc. l t t :2  mi l e s ,  Report of Min i s t e r  of  
Mines, B r i t i s h  Columbia, 1923, p. 138. 

Plan and Sect ions  of Packwood Mine, Sc. 1":50 f t . ,  Fig. 4 - 
accomp. Paper 44-1 5. 

Map 1232 A ,  Halfway River,  ( ~ e o l .  ), Sc. 1":4 mi l e s  - accomp 
Paper 69-11, Geol. Surv. of  Canada. 

Map 803 A,  Dunlevy Creek, (TOPO. ) , Sc. 1 : 50,000. 

Map 44-19A,Dunlevy-Portage Mountain,(Ge~l.),Sc.l~~:lmil~ 

accomp. Paper 44-19, Geol. Surv. of Canada. 
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