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OBJECT LOCATED - Branham F l a t s .  
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Mining Division L ia rd  District Peace Biver  
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Lot Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

DES5RIrTION OF DEgOSIT 
very  e r r a  IC va lues  i n  p l a c e r  gold occur  a long   section^ 

of  t h e  r i v e r .  Some p l a c e r  platinum occurs  with t h e  gold ,  but  as 
a r u l e  t h e  amount i s  very cons iderably  l e s s  t han  t h e  gold and i r  
many p l aces  it is p r a c t i c a l l y  neg l ig ib l e .  The go ld  i s  found as 
t y p i c a l  b a r  concent ra t ions ;  i n  some cases  t h e  b a r s  a r e  t h e  
present  ones i n  t h e  stream, whi le  i n  o t h e r s  t hey  a r e  t h e  o l d  
b a r s  forming f l a t s  and low t e r r a c e s  a long  t h e  va l l eys .  The gold 
has  been concent ra ted  by t h e  working over  of t h e  c l a y s ,  sands,  
and g r a v e l s  of t h e  r i v e r  va l ley .  The gold occu r r ing  i n  t h e s e  
g r a v e l s  i s  always f i n e  and some of it may be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
" f lour"  gold. A s  t h e  gold  i s  f i n e  and f l a k y ,  much of  i t  has  a 
tendency t o  f l o a t  and i s  thereby  l o s t .  Sampling of  Branham F la t  
by W.L. Uglow has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  va lues  a r e  confined more o; 
l e s s  t o  t h e  very p o i n t s  of t h e  b a r s ,  and a r e  of  t h e  n a t u r e  of  
s u r f a c e  enrichments. Of some 22 l o c a l i t i e s  t e s t e d  by d r i l l  o r  
by p i t s ,  only 3 showed any platinum a t  a l l .  Gold va lues  ranged 
from n i l  t o  a h igh  of 26 c e n t s  pe r  cubic  yard. 

Associated minerals or products of value 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
There a r e  two s e c t i o n s  of  t h e  Peace River on which 

p l a c e r  gold has been found: One i s  nea r  Fo r t  S t .  John; t h e  
o t h e r  extends f o r  some 75 mi l e s  from t h e  Leach River  Canyon 
west t o  Wicked River i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of F in l ay  Forks.  

Goid was discovered on t h e  upper t r i b u t a r i e s  of t h e  
r i v e r  i n  1861 and t h e  b a r s  were prospected by i n d i v i d u a l s  
f o r  many yea r s ,  and although some gold w a s  found i t  was not  
i n  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t y  t o  o f f e r  any inducement t o  t h e  
ind iv idua l  miner. I n  l a t e r  y e a r s  a number of dredging 
ope ra t ions  were at tempted,  without  success .  

The Branham F l a t s  s e c t i o n ,  which l i e s  j u s t  below Carbon 
Creek, was ex tens ive ly  t e s t e d  by Chinese and White p l a c e r  
miners  dur ing  1916. The fo l lowing  yea r  Messrs. Wadleigh 
and Sanders acqui red  dredging l e a s e s  extending 75 mi l e s  
upstream from t h e  canyon, i nc lud ing  t h e  Sranham F l a t s  and 
Cold Bar s e c t i o n s  of t h e  r i v e r .  The t e s t i n g  wi th  a Union 
D r i l l  of t h e  Senches a t  Branham F l a t s  d i sc losed  very  low, 
o r  no, gold va lues  and work w a s  suspended i n  1918. 

The Peace River  Gold Dredging Company began prospec t ing  
t h e  r i v e r  i n  about 1913. The company e rec t ed ,  and opera ted  
f o r  a s h o r t  t ime,  a dredge nea r  Fo r t  S t .  John i n  1922. 
That same yea r  a d r a g l i n e  ope ra t ion  was at tempted by t h e  
company a t  Branham F l a t s .  What was apparent ly  a s u b s i d i a r y  
company, Manitoba Gold Dredging Company of Peace River  
Limited was formed t o  c a r r y  on t h e  exp lo ra t ion  work. The 
a s s e t s  of  t h e  s u b s i d i a r y  were r epo r t ed ly  taken over  by t h e  
Canyon Dredging & Explorat ion Company Limited i n  about 1923. 
Improvements were made i n  t h e  d r a g l i n e  and t h e  ope ra t ion  
t r i e d  aga in  i n  1923 b u t  s t i l l  wi th  no g r e a t  success .  During 
t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  y e a r  t h e  company t e s t e d  t h e  g rave l s  
over  t h e  F l a t  by means of shallow s h a f t s .  

Branham F l a t s  were f looded by t h e  Por tage  Mountain Dam. 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
Except f o r  one y e a r ,  no product ion was recorded be fo re  

1930 d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p l a c e r  miners  were almost 
cont inuously a t  work a long  t h e  r i v e r  from 1861. 
. Recorded product ion f o r  t h e  Peace River Mining Divis ion,  
from unspec i f ied  b a r s ,  du r ing  t h e  per iod  1881-1941 t o t a l s  
2,856 ounces. O f  t h i s  t o t a l ,  328 ounces were recovered from 
Branham f l a t s  dur ing  t h e  per iod  1931-1940. 
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