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NAME OF PROPERTY McCONNEU CREEK 

OBJECT LOCATED 

UNCERTAINTY IN METRES  at. 56'50' Long. 126027 

County 

Lot 

Sec 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
Gold was discovered a t  the mouth of McConnell creek by 

M r .  P. Jensen of Hazelton i n  1899. Returning in 1906, he 
located the Discovery claim 3 i  miles above the mouth of the 
creek. This led t o  a rush of staking i n  1907-8. I n  1931 

Township or Parish 

Concession or Range 

TP. R. 

Brown and Associates of Tulsa, ~klahoma, staked several 
claims. Rumors of t h e i r  finding coarse gold i n  bedrock 

OWNER OR OPERATOR 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
The deposit l i e s  along McConnell Creek which flows southeast 

i n t o  Ingenika River. For about & miles from i t s  mouth the 
r ive r  flows through a narrow rock canyon, and f o r  the remainder 
of i t s  course meanders over the terraced gravel f loor  of a rock- 
walled trench some 2,000 f e e t  wide and 200 t o  300 fee t  deep. 
Throughout most of i t s  course it flows near the contact between 
granodiorite on the west and schistose and gneissic phases of 
volcanic rocks on the east .  The unconsolidated materials a re  
mainly grani t ic  with a small portion of andesite and a few 
boulders of conglomerate. The gravel r e s t s  on indurated s i l t  of 
unknown depth. The gravel averages 9 fee t  thick on the f l a t s ,  1 5  
t o  50 fee t  thick on the lower benches, and 50 t o  75 fee t  thick or 
the  higher benches. It consists of a poorly sorted mixture of 
well-rounded boulders, cobbles, pebbles, and sand interspersed 
with layers and lenses of sand. The gold i s  e r ra t i ca l ly  but 
widely dis t r ihuted i n  various layers  from the surface down t o  the 
s i l t  but, so f a r  as can be ascertained, does not occur i n  the 
si l t .  It occurs as small rounded grains or as larger  generally 
f la t tened  nuggets. Platinum i s  a lso  present i n  the creek gravels 
Associated minerals or products 

s ta r ted  another rush i n  1932. Only Jensen remained t o  work 
h i s  claims almost continuously from 1906 u n t i l  about 194.4. 

I n  1964 Columbia Placers Ltd. acquired the property 
bordering the en t i re  7* mile length of the McConnell creek 
val ley from McConnell Lake southward t o  the Ingenika River, 
a one-mile length of the  Ingenika River below the mouth of 
McConnell Creek and % mile length of Snowslide creek east  
of i t s  entrance i n t o  the valley. During 1960 & 1961 
sampling of the lower benches by backhoe p i t s  and panning 
indicated 7,820,000 cubic yards yielding an average $1.35 
per cubic yard. Sampling of the gravels i s  being continued 
t o  determine the grade and quantity tha t  w i l l  be mineable. 
A preliminary estimate i s  29,OOO,OOO cubic yards a t  an 
average grade of $1.00 per cubic yard. Seismic tes t ing  i s  
t o  be done i n  1964 t o  determine depth t o  bedrock. 

During 1965 churn d r i l l i n g  to t a l l ing  1,025 fee t  was 
done i n  42 holes, with much of the work being done on the 
Jensen and Dahl benches; some tes t ing  was also done on the 
Leedy bench and the  Ingenika fan. To supplement and check 
the  d r i l l i ng ,  t e s t  p i t s  were sunk over the upper parts of 
23 of the d r i l l  holes. The r e su l t s  of t h i s  work demon- 
s t ra ted  conclusively tha t  most of the gold l i e s  i n  the  upper 
few fee t  of the  deposits and tha t  the deeper gravels down 
t o  the bedrock are essent ial ly  barren. On the Dahl bench 
there are now indicated only some 200,000 cubic yards 6 f ee t  
deep having an average value of 61.6 cents per cubic yard. 
The indications on the Jensen bench point t o  300,000 cubic 
yards 12 f ee t  deep averaging 28.9 cents per cubic yard while 
those on the Leedy bench point t o  200,000 cubic yards 12 f ee t  
deep averaging 43.0 cents per cubic yard. A s  the three 
benches tes ted  are  representative of the others i n  the 
valley the company concluded tha t  the deposits are  uneconomic 
under present conditions. I n  March 1968 Columbia Placers 
Limited abandoned the properties which it held under lease i n  
the  Province of Bri t ish Columbia. 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
M r .  P. Jensen produced the  bulk of the gold taken from 

t h e  creek. There is  no record of the gold he mined prior  t o  
1931. I n  the  period 1931 t o  1941 there i s  o f f i c i a l  record 
of 1,100 ounces having been produced. 
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