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DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
The Cirque depos i t  i s  contained wi th in  a t h r u s t  panel  of 

Devonian sediments of t h e  Gunsteel Formation. S t r a t i f o r m  
massive b a r i t e  o v e r l i e s  r ibbon-banded b lack  g r a p h i t i c  c h e r t  
and s h a l e  and is  o v e r l a i n  by thick-bedded p y r i t i c  s i l i c e o u s  
a r g i l l i t e .  Shallow d r i l l i n g  i n  1978 encountered a r e l a t i v e l y  
low-grade depos i t  ranging from 3 t o  25 m in th ickness .  Deepe: 
d r i l l i n g  in 1979 revea led  a r a p i d  inc rease  i n  grade  and a 
gene ra l  th ickening  down-dip i n t o  a t a b u l a r  body about 60 m 
th i ck .  Minera l iza t ion  t y p i c a l l y  c o n s i s t s  of galena,  spha ler -  
i t e  and minor p y r i t e  disseminated in f ine-grained, th in-  t o  
medium-bedded grey b a r i t e  w i t h  minor s h a l e  in te rbeds .  

Associated minerals or products - Lead, s i l v e r  b a r i t e ,  
Minbraux ou produits assocMs - .  . - 

.). 'I 

The proper ty  is  loca t ed  nea r  t h e  headwaters of t h e  Paul  
River ,  between t h e  Kwadacha and Akie Rivers ,  some 40 mi les  
north-northwest of t h e  n o r t h  end of W i l l i s t o n  Lake. 

A j o i n t  ven tu re  r e g i o n a l  exp lo ra t ion  program of 
geochemistry and geo log ica l  mapping by Cyprus Anvil  Mining 
Corporat ion (50%) and Hudson's Bay Oil and Gas Company 
Limited (50%) l e d  t o  t h e  s t ak ing  of t h e  Cirque 1-14 claims 
(approximately 155 u n i t s )  i n  J u l y  1977; t h e  discovery was a 
v i s u a l  f i n d  in t h e  course  of geochemical surveys. E lec t ro-  
magnetic and geochemical s o i l  and s i l t  surveys (1,950 
samples) i n  1978 ou t l i ned  a co inc iden t  lead-zinc s o i l  
anomaly over  2 km i n  length .  Diamond d r i l l i n g  i n  1978-79 
t o t a l l e d  8 848 metres  in 30 holes .  Fur ther  d r i l l i n g  i n  1980 
increased  d r i l l  i nd i ca t ed  r e s e r v e s  t o  33,000,000 tons  a t  
2.2% lead ,  7.8% z inc ,  1 .5  o z / t  s i l v e r ,  w i t h  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  
geologic  r e s e r v e  of 7 m i l l i o n  tons  (Hudson's Bay O i l  and 
Gas, 1980 Annual Report) .  D r i l l i n g  in  1981 confirmed a 40 
m i l l i o n  tonne depos i t  (F inanc ia l  Pos t ,  Nov. 14, 1981). An 
80 km acces s  road from W i l l i s t o n  Lake was completed in 1981. 

I n  July-August 1981 ~ u d s o n ' s  Bay purchased a 100% 
i n t e r e s t  i n  Cyprus Anvil  Mining Corporation. Dome Petroleum 
Limited during 1981-82 purchased a 100% i n t e r e s t  i n  Hudson's 
Bay and s imultaneously so ld  about  34% of t h i s  i n t e r e s t  t o  
a s s o c i a t e s  Dome Canada Limited, Trans Canada P ipe l ines  
Limited and Dow Chemical Canada Inc .  i n  e f f e c t  making 
Hudson's Bay O i l  and Gas Company Limited a n  i n d i r e c t l y  wholly 
owned subs id i a ry  of Dome Petroleum Limited. 

Sur face  d r i l l i n g  on t h e  d e p o s i t  w a s  completed i n  1982 b u t  
p l ans  f o r  underground exp lo ra t ion  were postponed i n d e f i n i t e l y .  

In 1985, Curraqh Resources Inc. purchased the deposit. 
Trans Canada Pipeline were a minority partner. In 1989, 
Asturia de Zinc, S.A. purchased 15% interest. A decline was 
driven in 1989 and bulk testing was started. 
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