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PRODUCT GOLD (PI;AcER) 
PROVINCE OR Br i  
TERRITORY 
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NAME OF PROPERTY O W D A  

OBJECT LOCATED-map sylllbol. 

UNCERTAINTY IN METERS 300.  at. 53'54' 50'' ~ o n s .  131°45' 25" 

Mining Division Skeena District Queen Char lo t t e  

County Township or Parish 

Lot Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
The beach and bo rde r ing  b l u f f s  c o n s i s t  of P l e i s tocene  t o  

Recent d e p o s i t s  of sands,  c l a y s ,  and grave ls .  The b a s a l  f o m a -  
t i o n  i s  a blue-grey g l a c i a l  c l a y  up t o  225 f e e t  t h i c k  wi th  
f e r r igenous  g rave l  beds, 1 t o  2 f e e t  t h i c k  which l i e  above and 
below t h e  c l a y  beds. Sand and peat  l i e  unconformably on t h e  
c l a y  and cemented g rave l  beds which d i p  15GN and s t r i k e  E-V!. 
The black sand d e p o s i t s  have a l e n t i c u l a r  and vary ing  d i s t r i b u -  
t i o n  a long  t h e  base of t h e  border ing  b l u f f ,  and have been 
der ived  from concent ra t ion  o f  heavy minera ls  by wave ac t ion .  
The b l ack  sands con ta in  gold,  magnet i te ,  i l m e n i t e ,  r u t i l e ,  and 
zircon.  

Associated minerals or products of value - I r o n ,  tit anium , zirconium. 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
The gold-bearing b lack  sands of no r theas t  Graham I s l a n d  

have been known s i n c e  1877. The Oeanda a r e a  i s  loca t ed  
t h r e e  mi l e s  south  of t h e  mouth of t h e  Oeanda River .  

The sands were examined i n  1906, and i n  l 9 l O  Sandhurst 
Gold Mines, Limited, obtained 13 p l a c e r  l e a s e s .  I n  1918 
t h e  company i n s t a l l e d  a c e n t r i f u g a l  a c t i o n  gold ;Tgarnating 
machine. They had es t imated  t h e  sand would average 60 
c e n t s  per  yard ,  w i th  m a x i m  va lues  of $4 per  yard  i n  gold. 
I n  t h e  summer of 1924 t h e  a r e a  w a s  t e s t e d  by 57 p i t s ,  3 x 5 
f e e t  and 6 t o  1 2  f e e t  deep. The average a s say  was 77 c e n t s  
per  t o n  of gold. The fo l lowing  year  Tretheway-Tough 
Uining Syndicate ,  Limited, f inanced opera t ions  and t e s t i n g .  
Twenty-eight a s says  from p i t  samples gave an average of 
$2.90 per  t o n  of gold and a recovery r a t e  of 81% of gold. 
I n  1930, Hanssen P o s i t i v e  Separation-Mining Go., Limited,  
recovered $327 i n  gold;  t h e  company dec lared  bankruptcy on 
Nov. 27, 1930. I n  1932 t e s t i n g  was c a r r i e d  on by Gold 
Beach Mines, Limited. 

Uogul Mining Corporation Limited i n  about 1956 acqui red  
p l a c e r  mining l e a s e s  cover ing  about 55 square miles .  I n  
June 1957 Lexindin Gold Mines, Limited, acqui red  from Mogul 
a 65% i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  property.  Beach sand and cyanide 
t a i l i n g s  samples were sen t  t o  t h e  Xines Branch, Ottawa, i n  
December 1956 and June 1957 f o r  t e s t s  f o r  concen t r a t e s  of 
magnet i te ,  i l m e n i t e ,  r u t i l e ,  and zircon.  A chemical 
a n a l y s i s  of 2 head samples gave averages of 41.48% i r o n  
and 8.385 t i t an ium dioxide.  

Mineral Resources Branch, Department o f  Energy, Mines and Resources, Ottawa. 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 
Recorded product ion f o r  t h e  Masset Sound and no r theas t  

Graham I s l a n d  beach p l a c e r s  i s  a s  fol lows:  
ounces of gold 

1921-25 4 
va lue  $ 

70 
1926-30 28 489 
1931-35 333 8,907 
1 9 3 6 4 0  262 7,864 
1941-45 - 88 2,852 

T o t a l s  715 20,182 - 

MAP REFERENCES 
Geology of t h e  Queen Char lo t t e  I s l a n d s ,  Sc. 1:125,000, 

Fig. 5, Sheet C - accomp. B u l l e t i n  No. 54. 

#Sheet 103 F, (MI), Graham I s l a n d ,  Pre l iminary  lvlineral 
Inventory Map, Sc. 1:250,000, B r i t i s h  Columbia Dept. 
of Mines . 

*Map 103 G/13 W ,  Eagle H i l l ,  ( ~ o p o . ) ,  Sc. 1:5O,OOO. 
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