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DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
The country-rock through which t h e  creek flows c o n s i s t s  

e n t i r e l y  of f la t -d ipping  thickly-bedded sedimentary rocks ,  
conglomerates, a r g i l l i t e s ,  and q u a r t z i t e s  of t h e  Bowser Group, 
l o c a l l y  d i s tu rbed  and i n t e n s e l y  s i l i c i f i e d  by numerous 
i n t r u s i o n s  of g r a n i t i c  rock. 

The numerous qua r t z  ve ins ,  a l l  more o r  l e s s  minera l ized ,  
which a r e  t o  be seen a t  almost a l l  po in t s  of t h e  creek from 
t h e  mouth upwards a r e  an obvious i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  l o c a l  
source  of t h e  p l a c e r  gold; a conclusion f u r t h e r  confirmed by 
t h e  appearance of t h e  gold i t s e l f ,  which is  f a i r l y  coarse  and 
nuggety. One nugget found in 1931 by James Jones weighed 13 
oz. The p l a c e r  occurs  on low-lying benches of s m a l l  
dimensions and in t h e  bed of t h e  creek. Numerous remnant 
Segments of e a r l i e r  channels ,  of which "Dry  H i l l "  is  t h e  most 
important ,  are t o  b e  seen a t  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  of t h e  creek,  
at v e r t i c a l  he igh t s  above t h e  c reek  vary ing  up t o  500 f e e t .  
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of t h e  p r e s e n t  creek,  
I n  about 1898 t h e  ex i s t ance  of a segment of bu r i ed  per- 

g l a c i a l  channel was recognized and e a r l y  s t t empt s  a t  working 
t h e  Dry H i l l  were encouraging. I n  1902 t h e  Dry H i l l  Hydraul ic  
Mining Company, of Whatcom, Washington, began opera t ions  
fo l lowing  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of a dam and flumes. The s c a l e  of 
t h e  ope ra t ion  w a s  i nc reased  in 1914 by t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of a 
l a r g e r  flume 26 mi l e s  i n  length.  I n t e r m i t t e n t  opera t ions  
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continued i n t o  1917 when the-company c losed  t h e  p r o j e c t .  Of 
t h e  apparent  2,000' of p re -g l ac i a l  channel only about  350' was 
washed ou t ,  and t h i s  apparent ly  n o t  t o  bedrock. Good 
r ecove r i e s  were repor t ed  a t  times b u t  o v e r a l l  va lues  were less 
than c o s t s  involved. 

No f u r t h e r  a c t i v i t y  was r epo r t ed  a t  Dry H i l l  u n t i l  1923- 
24 when S.A. Corley, t h e  new owner of t h e  l e a s e ,  single-handed 
drove a 300' a d i t  i n t o  t h e  f a c e  of  t h e  hydrau l i c  p i t .  I n  1931 
M r .  Corley opt ioned h i s  l e a s e  t o  t h e  Fairbanks U t i l i t y  Company 
bu t  only prospec t ing  w a s  repor ted .  An opt ion  was given t o  
F.A. Nev i l l e ,  who in t h e  win te r  of 1932 sunk a s h a f t  in t h e  
hydrau l i c  p i t  c lo se  t o  t h e  p o r t a l  of Corley's a d i t  b u t  r e s u l t s  
were never  reported.  

Beginning in about 1900, s e v e r a l  mi les  of t h e  creek above 
t h e  Dry H i l l  ground w a s  worked by numerous i n d i v i d u a l s  and 
s e v e r a l  companies. Hardscrabble Hydraul ic  Gold Mines, Limited 
was incorpora ted  i n  Vancouver i n  1903. Work on t h e  c reek  
began in 1904 about  l m i l e  above t h e  Dry H i l l  ground and 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

Lome Creek flows e a s t e r l y  i n t o  t h e  Skeena River  some 27 
mi l e s  n o r t h  of Terrace. I n  t h e  mouth of Lorne Creek v a l l e y  
i s  a dome shaped mountain, on t h e  sou th  s i d e  of which t h e  
modern creek emerges through a canyon. A bur i ed  p r e - g l a c i a l  
channel l i e s  n o r t h  of t h e  dome and about 2,000' n o r t h  of  t h e  
p r e s e n t  c reek ,  and i s  known a s  "Dry H i l l " .  

P l a c e r  gold w a s  discovered on t h e  c reek  in 1883 by Harry 
McDame. He r e tu rned  i n  1884 t o  l o c a t e  claims about a m i l e  
above t h e  mouth of t h e  creek f o r  Samuel Booth, of V i c t o r i a  and 
h imsel f .  For t h e  nex t  15  yea r s  i n t e r m i t t e n t  small s c a l e  
opera t ions  were c a r r i e d  on by i n d i v i d u a l  ope ra to r s  i n  t h e  bed 

included t e s t i n g  a channel remnant about 80' above Lome 
creek. Some a c t i v i t y  continued u n t i l  about 1914 in a d i t s  and 
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I ISTO RY OF PRODUCTION/HISTORIQUE D E  LA PRODUCTION 
Recorded product ion  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  1884-1940 t o t a l s  4,524 

unces of p l a c e r  gold.  
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o t h e r  workings. This  s e c t i o n  of c r eek  was h e l d  in 1931-32 by 
James Jones ,  of Haze l ton ,  who managed t o  make a l i v i n g  by 
washing t h e  g r a v e l  of a low-lying bench and by recover ing  
gold from t h e  bed-rock of t h e  creek. 

Lome Creek Hydraul ic  N n i n g  Company, of Bellingham 
Washington began work i n  1905 b u t  was appa ren t ly  soon 
d iscont inued .  

M r .  M. O r r  and a s s o c i a t e s  h e l d  a lease on t h e  main s t ream 
about one m i l e  above t h e  South Fork j unc t ion  i n  1931-32. They 
drove a tunne l  more than 60' i n  rock from a canyon i n  t h e  
p re sen t  c reek  t o  connect w i th  a bench above t h e  c r eek  i n  t h e  
hope of s l u i c i n g  t h e  bench g r a v e l s  through a flume i n  t h e  
t unne l ,  b u t  it  is n o t  known i f  t h i s  was succes s fu l .  
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