
lODUCT GOLD 
?ODUIT 

PROVINCE OR PRO VlNCE OU Bri t i sh  Columbia 
TERRITORY TERRITOIRE 

CERTAINTY 500 m 
CTEUR D'INCERTITUDE 

N.T.S. AREA 104 ~ / 1  
RLGION D U  S.N.R.C. 

I I I 

Mining Division Skeena 
Division miniere 

4ME OF PROPERTY s ~ A K  PREMIER (PREMIER) (BUSH), B.C. SILVER 
7M DE LA PROPRI~T E SEBAKWE (LESLEY), PREMIER BORDER 

JECT LOCATEP - Mine. 
JET LOCALISE 

County 
Comt6 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

This  proper ty  i s  loca t ed  a t  about t h e  1,000 f o o t  e l e v a t i o n  
on  t h e  east s i d e  of Cascade Creek, 8 miles north-northwest of 
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SCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT/DESCRlPTlON D U  GISEMENT 
The Si lbak  Premier depos i t  i s  i n  a c a t a c l a s t i c  zone 

eveloped w i t h i n  J u r a s s i c  Hazelton green vo lcan ic  conglomer- 
tes and s t r i p p e d  t u f f s  which a r e  i n t ruded  by t h e  Texas Creek 
lu ton .  An e longate  s t eep ,  west-dipping, n o r t h e r l y  t r end ing  
e tasomat ic  zone conta in ing  t h e  Premier Porphyry l ies  adjacen 
o t h e  i r r e g u l a r  e a s t  i n t r u s i v e  c o n t a c t  and appears  t o  be  t h e  
a i n  h o s t  of t h e  Premier depos i t s .  Wedging by t h e  p lu ton  
roduced i n c i p i e n t  c a t a c l a s i s  w i t h i n  c e r t a i n  d i s c r e t e  
onglomeratic members and subsequent metasomatism r e l a t e d  t o  
he same p lu ton  a t  a later time and higher  l e v e l  produced 
r r e g u l a r  g r a n i t i z e d  zones w i t h i n  t h e  c a t a c l a s i t e s  and 
s soc i a t ed  myloni tes .  A metasomatic porphyry w a s  developed 
hich became t h e  s i t e  f o r  i n t e n s e  l o c a l  f r a c t u r i n g  and l a t e r  
o r  t h e  accumulation of ex t ens ive  d e p o s i t s  of qua r t z ,  carbon- 
te, su lphides ,  and n a t i v e  meta ls .  The same gene ra l  a r e a  h a s  
l s o  become l aced  by dyke swarms and cu t  by numerous f a u l t s .  

The Premier Porphyry i s  b e s t  displayed i n  t h e  main glory- 
~ l e  a r e a  where coarse-grained o r t h o c l a s e  c r y s t a l s  and medium 
~ r n b l e n d e s  are conspicuous i n  a f ine-grained,  p y r i t i c ,  green 
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Stewart.  The Premier orebody was found t o  extend northeastward 
through t h e  ad jo in ing  B.C. S i l v e r  Mines proper ty  i n t o  t h e  Bush 
f i n e s  (Sebakwe) claims.  A West ore-zone was found t o  occur  
some 600 f e e t  t o  t h e  west of t h e  o r i g i n a l  B C S i l v e r  Mines 
workings, t h e  lower p a r t  o f  t h e  zone extending i n t o  t h e  
ad jo in ing  Premier Border proper ty .  

The o r i g i n a l  Premier group cons i s t ed  of t h e  Cascade F a l l s  
Nos. 4 & 8, P ic tou ,  Simpson, Essington,  Rupert, and Hazelton 
c la ims  (Lots 3590-3593, 3596, 3597). These claims were 
l o c a t e d  by O.B.  Bush, who i n  October 1910 incorpora ted  Salmon 
Bear River  Mining Company, Limited t o  c a r r y  on t h e  exp lo ra t ion  
work; s e v e r a l  a d i t s  were d r iven  during 1911-12. I n  1914 New 
Pork i n t e r e s t s ,  represented  by H.R. P l a t e ,  opt ioned t h e  
proper ty  and t o  February 1916 some 1,600 f e e t  of underground 
work was-done, -The r e s u l t s  were no t  encouraging and t h e  op t ion  
was dropped; t h e  main Premier orebody had been missed by a few 
f e e t .  The proper ty  w a s  bonded by R.K. N e i l l ,  of Spokane, and 
t h e  T r i t e s ,  Wood, & Wilson i n t e r e s t s  of Fe rn i e  i n  1917. 
Explora t ion  work was resumed and a s h o r t  c ros scu t  from t h e  
former workings encountered t h e  orebody. The o r i g i n a l  c laims 
w e r e  Crown-granted t o  O.B. Bush i n  1918; t h r e e  ad j acen t  c laims,  
t h e  Pa t  F rac t ion ,  Dalby (Lot 3595), and T r i t e s  F rac t ion  were 
Crown-granted t o  R.K. N e i l l .  I n  February 1919 t h e  Premier Gold 
Mining Company, Limited was incorpora ted  t o  t ake  over  t h e  
proper ty ;  Messrs. N e i l l ,  T r i t e s ,  Wood, & Wilson acqui red  a 
c o n t r o l l i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  company. A t  t h i s  t ime t h e  proper ty  
w a s  expanded t o  17 claims and f r a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  purchase of 
t h e  Cascade Forks group of  8 claims from t h e  Bunting Bros.; 
t h i s  ground, l y i n g  west of and ad jo in ing  t h e  o r i g i n a l  Premier 
group, w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  s t aked  as t h e  Cascade F a l l s  Nos. 2, 3, 
& 7, Mainland, and Rapid T r a n s i t  c laims by Bunting Bros. and 
Di l l swor th ,  who i n  September 1911 incorpora ted  Cascade F a l l s  
Mining Company,Limited. I n t e r m i t t e n t  exp lo ra t ion  work was done 
u n t i l  1916; t h e  company c h a r t e r  was surrendered i n  1919. This  
ground was subsequent ly res taked  by t h e  Bunting Bros. as t h e  
Cascade Forks group and r epor t ed ly  Crown-granted t o  them i n  
1921. s e e  Card 2 .... 
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/I ' HISTORY OF PRODUCTION/HISTORIQUE DE LA PRODUCTION 
Product ion  f o r  t h e  pe r iod  1918-1968 i n c l u s i v e ,  recorded 

under Premier,  S i l b a k  Premier ,  B.C. S i l v e r ,  and Premier Border, 
t o t a l s  4,714,577 tons .  From t h i s  o r e  1,822,176 ounces of gold,  
41,119,731 ounces o f  s i l v e r ,  4,297,167 pounds of copper,  
62,506,923 pounds of l e a d ,  20,588,875 pounds of z inc ,  and 
196,882 pounds of cadmium were recovered.  

Product ion  of  some 28,670 tons  dur ing  t h e  pe r iod  1959-1968 
came from a new high-grade v e i n  d i scovery ,  and from broken o r e  
r e s e r v e s  from e a r l i e r  ope ra t i ons  i n  t h e  Premier g lo ry  ho l e .  

Sorted o r e  and concen t r a t e  shipped i n  1978-79 t o t a l l e d  350 
tonnes;  recovery  was 11 386 g Au, 325 334 g Ag, 543 kg Cu, 
27 852 kg Pb, 23 181  kg Zn. 

The f i r s t  dore  gold w a s  poured i n  June 1989. 
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PRODUCT GOLD 

PRODUIT 
PROVINCE OR PROVINCE OU British 
TER RlTORY TERRITOIRE 

NAME 0 F PROPERTY S I L B ~  PREMIER (PREMIER) (BUSH) , B C. s ILVER 
NOM DE LA PROPRI~TE s EBARWE (LESLEY) , PREE~ER BORDER 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT/DESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT (continued) 

mat r ix .  I n  composition it is  comparable t o  nearby border- 
a l t e r a t i o n  phases of t h e  Texas Creek g ranod io r i t e .  I n  t h e  . 
mine a r e a ,  v a r i a b l e  c h l o r i t i c  a l t e r a t i o n  and s i l i c i f i c a t i o n  
a f f e c t  most of  t h e  country rocks.  I n  t h e  mineral zone t h e  
wal l rocks  - bo th  Premier Porphyry and "greenstone" - have been 
ex tens ive ly  rep laced  by qua r t z ,  s e r i c i t e ,  and p y r i t e ,  producinl; 
an i r r e g u l a r  a l t e r a t i o n  halo.  The massive quar tz -pyr i te  
f issure-replacement  system enclos ing  t h e  oreshoots  l ies  wi th in  
t h e  ha lo .  

The ove r -a l l  n a t u r e  of t h e  o r e  zone is  an  e longate ,  
i r r e g u l a r  quartz-carbonate-pyri te  vein-replacement network 
l o c a l i z e d  a long  a system of complex i n t e r s e c t i n g  shea r  
f r a c t u r e s .  This  system has  a known l e n g t h  of about 5,500 f e e t  
and has  i t s  maximum o v e r a l l  width i n  t h e  sou the r ly  Premier 
s e c t o r ,  which approaches 600 f e e t .  Within t h i s  complex zone 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  oreshoots  a r e  found as i s o l a t e d  o r  overlapping 
en  Echelon f l a t t e n e d ,  p ipe- l ike  l enses .  I n  gene ra l ,  o r e  grade 
mine ra l i za t ion  appears  t o  b e  concentrated a t  o r  nea r  sheared 
c o n t a c t s  between fragmental  vo lcanics  and Premier porphyries  
a long  two major i n t e r s e c t i n g  f r a c t u r e  zones. Local ly t h e s e  
are termed t h e  Northeast  and Northwest f r a c t u r e  systems. Thes~;  
have been t h e  l o c u s  f o r  rock a l t e r a t i o n ,  o r e  depos i t i on ,  dyke 
emplacement, and l a t e  f a u l t i n g .  

The orebodies  of t h e  main North-east ore-zone and of t h e  
Sebakwe ore-zone a r e  replacements of massive fine-grained 
su lph ides  which grade l a t e r a l l y  and toward t h e i r  e x t r e m i t i e s  
i n t o  zones of s i l i c i f i e d  rock conta in ing  much p y r i t e .  The 
West ore-zone, however, i s  an  outs tanding  except ion i n  t h a t  
t h e  orebodies  a r e  well-defined lodes  composed of sulphide-  
bea r ing  q u a r t z - c a l c i t e  v e i n s  o r  s t r i n g e r s ,  of which t h e  wall-  
rocks  a r e  n o t  s i l i c i f i e d  and con ta in  b u t  l i t t l e  p y r i t e .  The 
orebodies  vary  a good d e a l  i n  s i z e .  Stope-lengths range from 
less than  100 f e e t  t o  more than  300 f e e t ,  and stope-widths 
range from 6 f e e t  t o  a s  much a s  40 f e e t .  Lenses of o r e  grade 
mine ra l i za t ion  i n  genera l  were 30 f e e t  o r  less i n  width and 
extended from t h e  s u r f a c e  downward over a * r t i c a l  range of 
about 1 ,300 f e e t .  These l e n s e s  cons i s t ed  mainly of  banded 
p y r i t e ,  ga lena ,  and s p h a l e r i t e  w i t h  minor cha l copyr i t e ,  b u t  
a l s o  contained minor amounts of p y r r h o t i t e ,  t e t r a h e d r i t e ,  
po lybas i t e ,  and electrum. P r i n c i p a l  gangue minera ls  are 
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HISTORY OF EXFLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT (cont inued)  
HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

The American Smelting and Refining Company, by p a r t i c i -  
p a t i n g  i n  t h e  f inanc ing  of t h e  exp lo ra t ion  work, acqui red  a 
c o n t r o l l i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Premier Gold Mining Company, 
Limited i n  1919. A 100 ton  per  day m i l l  was pu t  i n t o  oper- 
a t i o n  i n  J u l y  1921. Addi t iona l  c laims were Crown-granted t o  
Woods, T r i t e s ,  & Wilson i n  1922, and t o  t h e  Premier company 
i n  1923. Development work was c a r r i e d  out  on 5 a d i t  l e v e l s  
and a n  in t e rmed ia t e  l e v e l .  The m i l l  capac i ty  was increased  
t o  400 tons  per  day i n  1926 and t o  500 tons  i n  1931. I n  1935 
t h e  Premier Gold Mining Company, Limited reached an  agreement 
w i th  Selukwe Gold Mining & Finance Company, of  London, 
England, f o r  t h e  amalgamation of t h e  Premier,  B.C. S i l v e r ,  
and Sebakwe (Bush Mines) p r o p e r t i e s  under a new company, 
S i lbak  Premier Vines, Limited which was incorpora ted  i n  
December of t h a t  year .  Selukwe owned Sebakwe & D i s t r i c t  
Mines, Limited and a l s o  owned t h e  B r i t i s h  Canadian s i l v e r  
Corporat ion,  Limited which h e l d  a c o n t r o l l i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  
B .C S i l v e r  Mines, Limited. 

Af t e r  t h e  success  of t h e  McNeill-Trites i n t e r e s t s  i n  
l o c a t i n g  a major orebody i n  1917 a l a r g e  number of c la ims  
were s taked  i n  t h e  a r ea .  I n  November 1919 B.C. S i l v e r  Mines, 
Limited was incorpora ted  by O.B. ~ u s h  t o  a c q u i r e  two groups 
of c laims ad jo in ing  t h e  Premier,  one t o  t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  
o t h e r  t o  t h e  south.  These claims were Crown-granted t o  t h e  
company i n  1921; a t  t h e  same t ime,  3 claims ad jo in ing  t h e  
n o r t h  group, t h e  Oakvi l le  F rac t ion ,  Oakvil le  No. 2 F rac t ion ,  
and Oakwood, were Crown-granted t o  C.H. Lake. The explora- 
t i o n  and development work, c a r r i e d  on u n t i l  May 1931, 
succeeded i n  l o c a t i n g  and p a r t i a l l y  developing t h e  no r theas t -  
e r l y  ex tens ion  of t h e  Premier o r e  zone. This  work w a s  i n  
p a r t  f inanced by The B r i t i s h  Canadian S i l v e r  corpora t ion ,  who 
by 1922 had acqui red  c o n t r o l  of B.C.  S i l v e r  Mines, Limited. 

The Lesley group of 6 c la ims ,  l o c a t e d  n o r t h  of and 
ad jo in ing  B.C.  S i l v e r ,  was owned by G.  Mahood i n  1916. The 
claims were subsequent ly acqui red  by O.B.  Bush who incorpor-  
a t e d  Bush Mines, Limited i n  November 1918. Three a d i t s  were 
d r iven  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  exp lo ra t ion  bu t  l i t t l e  mine ra l i za t ion  
was found and work ceased i n  1919. Addi t iona l  c la ims  were 
acqui red  t o  a t o t a l  o f  16, a l l  o f  which were Crown-granted 
t o  t h e  company i n  1921. Control  of  t h e  company w a s  s o l d  by 
O$$ush t o  National  S i l v e r  Mines, Limited i n  about 1923. 
Sebkwe & D i s t r i c t  Mines, Limited r e g i s t e r e d  i n  B r i t i s h '  
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IESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT~DESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT (continued) 

p a r t z ,  c a l c i t e ,  and s e r i c i t e ;  rhodoni te  is a l s o  common. Gold 
tnd silver va lues  were l o c a l l y  h igh  n e a r  su r f ace  and decreased 
r i t h  depth.  

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT (cont inued)  
HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

Columbia i n  February 1926, acquired t h e  proper ty  from 
Nat iona l  S i l v e r  and underground exp lo ra t ion  was resumed. 
Minera l iza t ion  was loca t ed  a long  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  ex tens ion  of 
t h e  Premier o r e  zone i n  1927 and development work was 
continued i n t o  1930. 

Explora t ion ,  development, and product ion by S i lbak  
Premier from 1935 was confined mainly t o  t h e  newly acquired 
ground. I n  1940 a n  agreement was reached w i t h  t h e  Premier 
Border Gold Mining Company, Limited f o r  t h e  exp lo ra t ion  and 
development of t h e  lower p a r t  o f  t h e  newly discovered West 
ore-zone which extends i n t o  t h e  Northern Light  No. 1 claim. 
The Northern Light  group of  8  claims and f r a c t i o n s ,  owned by 
t h e  Bunting Bros. from about 1917, was Crown-granted i n  1922. 
The claims a d j o i n  t h e  B.C. S i l v e r  proper ty  on t h e  w e s t .  
Northern Light  Mines, Limited w a s  incorpora ted  i n  January 
1928 t o  purchase t h e  claims.  This  company was absorbed on a  
s h a r e  f o r  sha re  b a s i s  by Premier Border Gold Mining Company, 
Limited which was incorpora ted  i n  February 1928. Explora t ion  
and development work by t h e  company was suspended i n  June 
1930. 

The combined Si lbak  Premier workings were descr ibed  (1947) 
i n  terms of t h e  names of t h e  former mines. The o r i g i n a l  
Premier mine was developed by s i x  main l e v e l s ,  f i v e  of which 
were a d i t s ,  l oca t ed  a t  e l e v a t i o n s  of 2,000, 1 ,760,  1,555, 
1,345, 1,070, and 790 f e e t .  The l e v e l s  were numbered i n  
sequence downward. The lowes t ,  No. 6,  is  now known a s  t h e  
790 l e v e l .  No. 4 ,  now known a s  1,350 l e v e l ,  was t h e  main 
haulage-adi t .  Levels  above No. 4 were served by two i n t e r n a l  
s h a f t s ,  and a  t h i r d  i n t e r n a l  s h a f t ,  known a s  601, provided 
selririce and ore-hois t ing  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  l e v e l s  below No. 4. 
  he B.C. S i l v e r  mine, immediately n o r t h  of  t h e  Premier work- 
i ngs ,  had f i v e  l e v e l s  between e l e v a t i o n s  of  2,070 and 1,350 
f e e t ,  and two i n t e r n a l  s h a f t s ,  one of which extended down t o  
1,350 l e v e l .  The Sebakwe mine, which adjoined t h e  B.C. 
S i l v e r  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  had t h r e e  l e v e l s  between e l e v a t i o n s  
of 1 ,670 and 1,350 f e e t  and one i n t e r n a l  s h a f t  extending down 
t o  1,350 l e v e l .  The main haulage-level ,  1 ,350,  f i n a l l y  
a t t a i n e d  a  l e n g t h  of about 7,000 f e e t .  P r i o r  t o  1930 t h e  
Premier Border proper ty  had been developed by an exp lo ra t ion  
c ros scu t  a d i t  a t  t h e  1,130 f t .  l e v e l  and some s h o r t  l a t e r a l  
workings. The a d i t  was d r iven  about  1,800 f e e t  i n  a n  eas t -  
e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  towards t h e  B.C. S i l v e r  Mines proper ty ,  t h e  
f a c e  of t h e  a d i t  s topping  about 300 f e e t  from t h e  B.C.  S i l v e r  

see Card 3 .... . . . .  
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N.T.S. AREA 104 B / 1  REF. AU 1 
RLGION DU S. N. R.C. 

PRODUCT GOLD 
PRODUIT 

PROVINCE OR PROVINCE OU B r i t i s h  Columbia 
TE R R I T 0  RY TERRITOIRE 

NAME OF PROPERTY SILBAK PREMIER (PREMIER) (BUSH), B .C . SILVER 
NOM DE LA P R O P R I ~ T ~  SEBAKWE (LESLEY), PREKTER BORDER 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT (cont inued)  
HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

The Granby Mining Company Limited optioned the property 
i n  December 1969. Work dur ing  1970 included geo log ica l  and 
induced p o l a r i z a t i o n  surveys,  An anomaly o u t l i n e d  on t h e  
B e l l  and Loser claims was t e s t e d  i n  1971 by d r i l l i n g  i n  10 

l i n e  and some 55 f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n  above t h e  Premier No. 5  
l e v e l .  A connect ion was made from t h e  Premier No. 5  l e v e l  t o  
provide  access  t o  t h e  West ore-zone which was discovered i n  
t h e  e a r l y  1940's and developed by a  350 f o o t  v e r t i c a l  i n t e r n a l  
s h a f t .  

Tons - AU - AG P B ( X )  Z N ( X )  0 - 9 4 0 z l t ~ g ~  
S i lbak  Premier 75,250 0.28 2.8 Northern Light  zone - 383,000 tons  a t  0.118 o z / t  Au, 

(below No. 3 l e v e l )  74,146 0.07 1.98 :::5 5 1.15 o z / t  Ag, 1.5% Pb, 4.93% Zn ( ~ e o r g e  Cross News 
West ore-zone b t t e r  27/01/86) . 

(Premier Border) ~ x ~ l o r a t i o n  drilling in 1986 and early 1987, funded by 

TOTAL 149,396 0.01 2.39 3.03 4.53 Canacord Resources Inc., earned that company an 18.75% 
(Si lbak Premier MS L, mVs 1956, 1958) interest in the interest held by ~estmin- 

Granduc Mines, Limited opt ioned t h e  proper ty  i n  1969 and p.t.0. 

c a r r i e d  out  geochemical s o i l  and magnetometer surveys,  and 
opened s e v e r a l  o l d  showings on t h e  Northern Light  claim. 

continued above ..,., ? .  . , . . ,  . 

ho le s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  d r i l l i n g  w a s  done i n  t h e  hanging w a l l  of 
t h e  main Premier replacement zone i n  3 holes ;  t h e  1971 
d r i l l i n g  t o t a l l e d  6,157 f e e t  i n  18 holes .  The op t ion  was 
subsequent ly given up. 

The company name (Si lbak  Premier) was changed i n  January 

S i lbak  Premier continued t o  o p e r a t e  u n t i l  May 1953, when 
t h e  mine c losed  due t o  a  drop i n  lead-zinc p r i c e s .  Explorat ion 
work was resumed i n  1955 and product ion began aga in  i n  November 
1956; t h e  concen t r a to r  w a s  destroyed by f i r e  l a t e r  t h a t  month 
and t h e  mine was c losed .  S i lbak  purchased t h e  Northern Light  
group from Premier Border i n  1958. 

From 1958 u n t i l  December 1960 t h e  proper ty  was under l e a s e  
t o  T.J. McQuillan & a s s o c i a t e s ,  who incorpora ted  a  p r i v a t e  
company, Bermah Mines Ltd.,  i n  December 1959. The company 
began mining on a newly discovered high-grade v e i n  on t h e  
foo twa l l  s i d e  of t h e  o l d  Premier g lo ry  hole .  When t h e  l e a s e  
expi red  S i lbak  Premier cont inued t h e  opera t ion .  A 75 ton  per  
day cyanida t ion  m i l l  w a s  purchased i n  J u l y  1963 and placed i n  
ope ra t ion  t h e  fol lowing year .  Mining on t h i s  v e i n  was 
continued under t h e  management of Bra lorne  Pioneer  Mines 
Limited u n t i l  November 1967 when t h e  c o n t r a c t  expired.  The 
proper ty  was i d l e  dur ing  1968. 

Product ion during t h e  per iod  1959-1968 came from t h e  new 
high-grade ve in  discovery and from broken o r e  r e s e r v e s  i n  t h e  
Premier g lo ry  ho le  l e f t  from e a r l i e r  opera t ions .  Proven and 
ind ica t ed  r e se rves  were repor ted  i n  1956 as fol lows:  

o z s l t o n  

1977 t o  ~ r i i i s h  S i lbak  Premier Mines Limited. From t h e  work 
done i n  1963, t h e r e  were a l s o  ind ica t ed  7,000,000 tons  grading 
0.03 ozs  Au/ton and 0.755 ozs  Ag/ton (NM Ju ly  10 ,  1980).  

Local ope ra to r s  under t h e  name Spring Investments Ltd. 
held a l e a s e  dur ing  1978-79 and shipped 94 tonnes of  c l e a n  up 
l e a d  concent ra te  and 256 tonnes of hand-sorted o r e  from t h e  
f l o o r  of t h e  o ld  g lo ry  ho le  (NO. 1 l e v e l ) .  

B r i t i s h  S i lbak  dur ing  1980-81 c a r r i e d  ou t  s u r f a c e  explor- 
a t i o n ,  underground r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  c ross -cu t t ing  and diamodd 
d r i l l i n g .  I n  September 1981 t h e  company signed a  l e t t e r  of 
i n t e n t  t o  opt ion  a  50% i n t e r e s t  t o  Westmin Resources Limited; 
t h e  agreement was f i n a l i z e d  i n  March 1983; i n  t h e  meantime 
t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  B r i t i s h  S i lbak  was acqui red  from 
Mining Investment Corporation, of London, England by a  
Canadian group represented  by t h e  H. J . Block i n t e r e s t s .  

Work by Westmin i n  1983-85 inc luded  7 629 m of diamond 
d r i l l i n g  i n  75 ho le s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t he  upper workings 
of t h e  o l d  mine. Probable and p o s s i b l e  reserves  were 
r epo r t ed  a s  fol lows:  
Glory Hole a r m  - 5,118,000 tons a t  0.062 o z / t  Au, 

2.31 o z / t  Ag. ( B r i t i s h  S i lbak  Annual Report 31/01/86). 
602 xc zone - 127,000 tons  a t  0.130 o z / t  Au, 
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HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT (con't) 

Pioneer Metals Corporation in mid 1987 purchased from 
John Block and associated companies the controlling 
interest in British Silbak; the latter name was changed in 
July 1987 to Silbak Premier Mines Ltd.; in May 1988, the 
company was amalgamated with Pioneer Metals Corporation under 
the latter name. 

A feasibility study was carried out in 1987. Reserves 
at Silbak Premier were reported as open pit mineable 
6,500,000 tons at 0.063 oz/t Au, 2.34 oz/t Ag (Westmin 
Resources Limited, 1987 Annual Report). Westmin, as operator 
in 1988 unitized the Silbak Premier, Big Missouri (104 B/1, 
Au 2) and Martha Ellen (104 B/1, Au 7) properties under the 
name "Premier Gold Project". Interest in the project was 
Westmin 50.1%, Pioneer Metals 40.0%, Canacord Resources 9.9%, 
with Tournigan Mining Explorations Ltd. holding a 5% net 
profits interest. Stripping of the initial open pit and 
construction of a 2000 ton per day mill at the Silbak 
Premier property began in April 1988 and it was Put into 
operation in May 1989. 


