
P R 0 D U CT GOLD (PLACER) 
PRODUIT 

UNCERTAINTY 
FACTEUR D'INCERTITUDE 

Mining Division Liard 
Division miniere 

County 
Corn t6 

Lot 
Lot 

Sec TP. 
Sect. Ct. 

NAME OF PROPERTY BARRINGTON RIVER 
NOM DE LA PROPRIETE 
OBJECT LOCATE,D 
OBJET LOCALISE 

 at. 57045' ~ o n g .  131'46 ' 
La t. Long. 

District Cassiar  
District 

Township or Parish 
Canton ou paroisse 

Concession or Range 
Concession ou rang 

R. 
R. 

PROVINCE OR PROVINCE OU B r i t i s h  ~Glumbia 
TERRITORY TERRITOIRE 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
HISTORIRUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET LIE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

Barrington River flows souther ly  i n t o  t h e  Chutine River about 
24 miles west of Telegraph Creek. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR/PROPRI~TAIRE OU EXPLOITANT 

Some placer  a c t i v i t y  i n  the  form of small s c a l e  hand oper- 
a t i o n s  was reported from 1904. The Barrington Company, Limited 
acquired a number of l eases  on t h e  r i v e r  i n  about 1927. Exten- 
s i v e  d r i l l i n g  by t h e  company i n  1928 and 1929 showed poor ground 
going away from t h e  mouth of the  canyon, and increas ingly  r i c h  
pay towards it. The company put a dredge i n t o  operat ion i n  1932 
bu t  the  boulders hindered work and operat ions ceased a f t e r  about 
30 days digging with no recovery. I n  1933 the  company i n s t a l l e d  
a d rag l ine  t o  replace  the  dredge. The l a s t  reported work with 
t h e  d rag l ine  was i n  1935 when E . J .  Brown operated under a l eas ing  
agreement and recovered 219 ounces of gold. 

N.T.S. AREA 104 6/12, 1 3  
REGION DU S.N.R.C. 

During the  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s ,  individuals  working i n  t h e  lower 
sec t ions  of t h e  r i v e r  were making recoveries of $2 t o  $6 a day. 
The ground worked by them consisted of about 12 inches of gravel  
occurring above a c lay  bedrock along t h e  banks of t h e  r i v e r .  
Some patches could be worked with a maximum of 4 f e e t  of s t r ipp-  
ing  along a narrow s t r i p  of the  bank. 
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DESCR IPTION OF DEPOSITI~E~CRIPTIQN DU %ISEMEN< 
The lower sec t ion  o t e Barrlngton l v e r ,  o r  a . d i s t a n c e  

of about 9 m i l e s ,  flows i n  a southerly d i rec t ion ,  approxi- 
mately a t  r i g h t  angles t o  pas t  g l a c i a l  movements. For i t s  
lower 33 miles the  r i v e r  flows across t h e  Chutine River v a l l e y ;  
above t h i s  sec t ion  the  r i v e r  flows i n  a canyon f o r  some 6 
m i l e s .  

Below t h e  canyon t h e  f i n e r  mate r i a l  of a th ick  deposit  of 
d r i f t  and alluvium has been removed by the  r i v e r  and the  l a r g e  
boulders concentrated i n  t h e  stream bed. I n  places a s e r i e s  
of g r i t l e s s  c lay  beds, with occasional  sandy l ayers  and s t r a y  
pebbles, appear. This c lay  lb r i zon  cons t i tu tes  a f a l s e  bottom 
on and j u s t  above which considerable gold may be expected t o  
have lodged. Below t h e  c lay  horizon t h e r e  is  a considerable,  
but  unknown, thickness of gravel .  A t  t h e  mouth of t h e  canyon 
a d r i l l  hole  sunk t o  a depth of 100 f e e t  d id  no t  reach bedrock; 
no boulders, i t  is reported,  were encountered i n  t h e  d r i l l i n g .  
The most important known deposi ts  are j u s t  below t h e  mouth of 
t h e  canyon. Several  l a r g e  p i t s  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  have produced 
most of t h e  gold recornred. A t  and near t h e  mouth of t h e  
canyon a series of t e r races  were deposited by t h e  stream a t  
higher s tages .  The base of each t e r r a c e ?  representing t h e  
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORIQUE DE LA PRODUCTION 
Recorded product ion from about  1906 t o  about 1945 t o t a l l e d  

1,335 ounces of  gold. 

MAP REFERENCESIR~FLRENCES CARTOGRAPHIQUES 
Map 309 A, S t i k i n e  River Area, B.C. ,  (Geol.) , Sc. 1":2 m i l e s  - 

accomp. Memoir 246. 

Map 104 G, Telegraph Creek, B. C . ,  (Topo.) , Sc. 1?250,000. 
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DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT/DESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT (cont inued)  

p o s i t i o n  of p a r t  of a n  o l d  r i v e r  channel ,  i s  probably a 
paystreak.  The main product ive  p i t  l a y  i n  one such p o s i t i o n .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t e r r a c e d  s e c t i o n ,  i t  seems h i g h l y  
probable t h a t  important  concent ra t ions  ' o f  gold are i n  t h e  
r i v e r  bed i t s e l f ;  every year  some gold is  obta ined  around 
b i g  boulders  i n  t h e  s t ream bed, dur ing  low water .  

J u s t  w i t h i n  t h e  canyon, one w e l l  def ined  rock bench about 
1 5  f t .  above t h e  p re sen t  r i v e r  l e v e l  has produced some gold. 
Ind iea t ions  aee t h a t  t h e  stream must b e  flowing over  g rave l ,  
r a t h e r  then  rock,  i n  t h e  lower 1,000 t o  1,500 f t .  of i ts  
course  wi th in  t h e  canyon i t s e l f .  Many of t h e  rocks of t h e  
canyon a r e  bedded, d ip  s t e e p l y ,  and t r end  a c r o s s  t h e  v a l l e y ,  
c r e a t i n g  probable  sp lendid  r i f f l e s  f o r  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  of gold.  
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