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UNCERTAINTY 
FACTEUR D'INCERTITUDE 

OBJECT LOCATE,D 
OBJET LOCALISE 

Mining Division Liard 
Division miniere 

County 
Corn t.4 

Lot 
Lot 

Sec TP. 
Sect. Ct. 

Wheaton Creek, a nor the r ly  flowing t r i b u t a r y  of t h e  Turn- 
again River,  i s  iocated about 40 m i l e s  e a s t  of t h e  south end of 

~ o n g .  129°00' 
Long. 

District Cassiar  
District 

Township or Parish 
Canton ou paroisse 

Concession or Range 
Concession ou rang 

R. 
R. 

- 

D E S ~ ~ ~ l ~ u \ ~ &  D,E,P,RSITIDESCRIP~lOItj qy GIZEMENT 
cons l s t s  o a e o serpent ine  3 miles 

wide, flanked by s l a t e ,  a r g i l l i t e ,  l imestone, and andes i t i c  
volcanics.  The serpent ine  includes remnants of the  sedimen- 
t a r y  cover and i s  intruded by d i o r i t e  and quartz-diori te .  
There a r e  many quar tz  veins and s t r i n g e r s  i n  t h e  s l a t e  and 
s c h i s t .  Some a r e  mineralized with p y r i t e ,  but none a r e  known 
t o  be gold bearing. On the  most productive sec t ion  of Wheaton 
Creek t h e  creek flows over clayey gravel  ly ing  above t h i n l y  
bedded c lay  which i n  t u r n  r e s t s  on t h e  bedrock of an  i n t e r -  
g l a c i a l  channel. Gold was recovered from t h e  top of t h e  
bedded c lay  and from t h e  clayey gravel  d i r e c t l y  above the  c lay  
The gold i s  e r r a t i c  and does not  s e e m  t o  follow any wel l  
defined pay s t reak .  Bedrock below t h e  c lay  was not  reached 
and whether o r  not  the re  i s  gold i n  i t  is unknown. I n  1938 
r i c h  pay-gravel was found a t  t h e  south end of a low gravel  
bench. The gold was i n  clayey gravel  wi th in  2 t o  3 f e e t  of 
t h e  s loping surface ,  whereas s imi la r  gravel  beneath i s  barren. 
A l l  t h e  gold recovered s o  f a r  from Alice Shea Creek has  been 
from t h e  shallow gravel  overlying bedrock i n  t h e  bottom of t h e  
creek, from t h e  top of t h e  bedrock, o r  from cracks within t h e  
bedrock. 

 ease Lake. 
Dawson reported t h a t  i n  1874 prospectors found coarse gold 

on creeks t r i b u t a r y  t o  t h e  headwaters of t h e  Turnagain River. 
I n  1932 coarse gold was found by Carl  Johnson and h i s  pa r tne r  
on Wheaton Creek j u s t  above t h e  f a l l s  a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  creek. 
Jack Wheaton bought t h e  Johnson and Ryan l eases  i n  1933. By 
1936 Wheaton Creek had been staked f o r  about 6 m i l e s  and a 
t r i b u t a r y ,  Alice Shea Creek, had been staked t o  i t s  head. Work- 
a b l e  gold-bearing gravel  has been found s o  f a r  only a t  the  lower 
end of Wheaton Creek and on Alice Shea Creek. The gold found a t  
these  two loca t ions  i s  believed t o  have come from d i f f e r e n t  
sources,  and probably or ig inated  i n  quar tz  veins i n  t h e  s l a t e  
though some may be from lodes i n  serpentine.  P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of 
t h e  gold from Wheaton and Alice Shea creeks i s  coarse and 
nuggetty; most of t h e  gra ins  a r e  l a r g e r  than wheat kernels .  
Most of t h e  l a r g e  nuggets have quartz adhering t o  them. Numerous 
nuggets found on Wheaton creek weighed about 2 ounces. The 
l a r g e s t  found on Alice Shea creek weighed 52 ounces; numerous 
o the rs  weighing up t o  16 ounces have been found. 

The black sand concentrate recovered from t h e  s l u i c e  boxes 
cons i s t s  of magnetite, small  gra ins  of a n a t u r a l  n i c k e l  i r o n  
a l l o y  (awaruite) , p y r i t e ,  hematite, chromite, a s  w e l l  a s  n a t i v e  
copper nuggets severa l  inches across.  Jade boulders were found 
on Wheaton creek i n  1938 and about 1,000 pounds of jade was 
flown out  i n  1957. 

Wheaton creek was worked by s i x  p r i v a t e  operators and i n  
l a t e r  years by Boulder Creek Wries Ltd. The four  l eases  on 
Alice Shea creek have been worked mainly by V. Shea and 
associa tes .  Placer operat ions ceased i n  about 1940. 

Demsey Mines Ltd. acquired 8 p lacer  l eases  (Nos. 628, 660, 
682, 1506-1510) i n  1970. 

Associated minerals or products 
Miniraux ou produits associ6s 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORIQUE DE L A  PRODUCTION 
Recorded product ion  from 1932-1941 t o t a l l e d  7,756 ounces. 
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