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REF. AU 1 1 RLF, 

NAME OF PROPERTY DEASE CREEK 
NOM DE LA P R O P R I ~ T ~  

OBJECT LOCATE-D 
OBJET LOCALISE 

UNCERTAINTY  at. 58040' Long. 1 3 0 ~ 1 0  ' 
FACTEUR D'INCERTITUDE Lat. Long. 

Mining Division Liard District C ~ S S  i a r  
Division miniere District 

County Township or Parish 
comt.4 Canton ou paroisse 

~ o t  Concession or Range 
~ o t  Concession ou rang 

Sec T P .  R .  
Sect. ct. R. 

OWNER 0 R OPE RATO R/PROPRI~TAIRE OU EXPLOITANT 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOS~TIDESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT 
Bedrock outcrops i n  the  bed of t h e  creek a t  many places 

and, f o r  8 m i l e s  upstream, the re  i s  comparatively l i t t l e  d r i f t  
or  a l l u v i a l  f i l l i n g  i n  t h e  bottom of the  val ley ,  wi th  t h e  
exception of t h e  bottom of t h e  canyon near t h e  mouth of the 
creek where t h e  depth t o  bedrock is  s a i d  t o  be 18 t o  25 f e e t .  
P a r t s  of the  old pre-glacial  channel, i n  the  form of d r i f t  
covered rock benches, occur a t  i n t e r v a l s  along the  creek f o r  8 
m i l e s .  The benches occur a s  small remnants on one s i d e  or  
o the r  of t h e  creek, the  longest  s t r e t c h ,  about 1,700 f e e t ,  i s  
about 1 4  m i l e s  up t h e  creek. Dr i f t ing  and open c u t  work 
reportedly has shown t h a t  the  benches contain f a i r l y  high 
values. It may be however, t h a t  most of the  gold i s  i n  t h e  
basa l  gravels  which were mostly d r i f t e d  out. The old  channel 
for  the most P a r t  has been destroyed by the  stream erosion 
t h a t  produced t h e  present  val ley .  The r i c h  spo t s  were where 
the  o ld  channel had been cut  away by the  present  channel; t h e  
barren  places were opposite  the  s t r e t c h e s  where the  o ld  channel. 
i s  i n t a c t .  

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
HISTORIQUE DE L'EXPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

Dease Creek flows i n t o  Dease Lake from the  southwest about 
16 m i l e s  from t h e  south end of t h e  lake .  

Mining on t h e  creek began i n  1874 and was ca r r i ed  on f o r  
many years.  Bedrock i n  the  r i c h  p a r t s  of the  creek bottom f o r  
6 t o  8 miles upstream is sa id  t o  have been cleaned a t  l e a s t  a 
dozen t i m e s  s ince  mining began. The harves t  i n  the  f i r s t  two 
years  of mining was, of course, t h e  r i c h e s t ,  b u t  t h e  stream, 
constant ly  eroding i t s  banks, was concentrat ing small amounts 
of gold annually. The f i n a l  operat ion did not  pay and f o r  many 
years  t h e  bed of t h e  creek has been regarded a s  mined out .  

Mining of t h e  benches by d r i f t i n g  and by open cu t s  began i n  
1874. The most notable  work was on t h e  McCimmon ground where 
near ly  t h e  whole 1,700 foo t  length  of t h e  bench was d r i f t e d .  

The chief i n t e r e s t  i n  l a t e r  years was i n  a 900 foo t  s e c t i o n  
of ground from j u s t  above the  canyon t o  where the  stream i s s u e s  
i n t o  t h e  f l a t s .  This ground was d r i l l e d  i n  1913, 1924, and 1930. 
31: the  average value of t h i s  ground was s a i d  t o  be about one 
d o l l a r  a yard. Several attempts were made a t  mining t h i s  sect iol  

- b u t  none proved successful .  The main a k t i v i t y  on the  creek 
ended i n  about 1932 although some production was reported i n t o  
the  1940's. 
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Associated minerals or products Mineral Policy Sector, Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, Otta\ 
Minbraux ou produits associbs Secteur d e  la politique mint?rarale, ministbre de  I'Energie, des Mines et des Ressources, Otta) 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORIQUE DE LA PRODUCTION I REFERENCESIBIBLIOGRAPHIE 

Recorded production from 1874 t o  t h e  1940's t o t a l l e d  
126,160 ounces. 

Johnston, W.A.; Gold P lace r s  of Dease Lake Area, 
Cassiar  D i s t r i c t ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia; Summary Report 
1925, p t .  A, pp. 56-61, Geol. Surv. of Canada. 

I Annual Reports,  Dept. of Mines, B.C.: 1877-1931. 

Gallbway, John D.;  P lacer  Mining i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia; 
B u l l e t i n  No. 1, 1933, p. 27, B r i t i s h  Columbia Dept. 
of Mines. 

Holland, S t u a r t  S.; P lacer  Gold.Production of B r i t i s h  
Columbia; B u l l e t i n  No. 28, p. 58, B r i t i s h  Columbia 
Dept. of Mines, 1950. 

MAP R E F E  RENCES/RLFLRENCES CARTOGRAPHIQUES 
Map 21-1962, Dease Lake, B.C., (Geol.), Sc. 1":4 m i l e s .  

Map 104 J /9  E, L i t t l e  Dease Lake, B.C., (Topo.), Sc. 1:50,000. 
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