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NAME OF PROPERTY McDm CREEK 

OBJECTLOCATED-hfchTie Creek at  Centrevil le.  

UNCERTAINTY I N  METERS  at. 59'16'20''  LO^^. 129'24' 

Mining Division Liard District Cassiar 

County Township or Parish 

Lot Concession or Range 

Sec TP. R. 

OWNER OR OPERATOR AND ADDRESS 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT 
McDame Creek flows e a s t e r l y  from XcDame L d ~ e  f o r  about 6 

miles i n  a broad, d r i f t - f i l l e d  va l ley  underlain by volcanic 
rocks of the  Sylvester  Group. For the next 5 miles t o  Centre- 
v i l l e  t he  va l l ey  is narrow and t he  stream has cut  gorges i n  
rocks of mainly pre-Sylvester age. The placer gold, much of i t  
r e l a t i v e l y  coarse, has been derived f rm gold-quartz veins t ha t  
a r e  abundant i n  the  Sylvester  volcanics i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of 
UcDame Idce. P r ac t i c a l l y  a l l  of the  gold recovered t o  1895 w a s  
from the  shallow areas  of the  low bench of the  old channel on 
t h e  north s i de  of the  creek, t he  r i ches t  ground of t h i s  categor3 
covering what appeared t o  be the  swing-over of the old channel 
from the  north t o  the  south bank i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Cen t r ed l l e .  
Records ind ica te  t h i s  area contained the  r i ches t  shallow ground 
worked by "old-timersE' i n  Br i t i sh  Columbia. &om 1 m i l e  below 
Centrevi l le  t o  &uartzrock creek, a distance of about 13  miles 

see Card 2 .... 
Associated minerals or products of value 

sh Columbia N.T.S. AREA 104 3'16 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
Placer gold w a s  discovered i n  EcDame creek i n  1874 and 

during t h a t  year gold t o  t h e  value of $200,000 was recov- 
ered. The following year recovery increased t o  $300,000, 
a f t e r  which the re  was a gradual decline,  and i n  1895 the  
y i e l d  was only 89,600. Frm 1874 t o  1895 t h i s  area yielded 
placer  gold t o  the  value of $1,597,500. This a l l  came f ran  
i n d i v i h a l  operators using crude shovell ing methods on 
shallow ground of t he  low bench, and a l s o  some l imited 
d r i f t i n g  on t he  old-channel high bench. The records show 
an average da i ly  y i e ld  from t h e  old  workings of 86 t o  $100 
t o  t he  shovel when mining w a s  a t  i t s  best.  Pany Chinese 
miners par t i c ipa ted  i n  these operations. The gold was 
valued at $17.75 t o  $18 per ounce. Subsequent a c t i v i t y  
was sporadic and e n e x a l l y  of l imi ted  extent ;  the  l a r g e r  
operations include t he  followingr The Princess Nay Eydrau- 
l i c  Nining Company, Limited, during t he  period 1916 t o  
1921. The Fendleton Gold Bining Corporation, of Sea t t l e ,  
ca r r ied  out a l imi ted amount of drag-line work below 
Centrevi l le  between the  years 1923-1926, and i n  1928. 
@occasin Nines, Ltd., operated a washing plant fed by a 
dragline during 1948-1949. 
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HISTORY OF PRODUCTION 

Recorded production f o r  EuPcDae Creek f o r  t he  se r iod  1874 
1945 t o t a l s  64,117 ounces of gold. 

Recorded production from t h e  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  Somers, Gold, 
and Snow creeks f o r  the period 1876-1910 totals 4,703 ounces 
( ~ o l l a n d ,  1950). 
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DESCRImION OF DEPOSIT (continued) 
upstream, what appears t o  be an old channel occupies sect ions  
of the  high-bench ground on the  north bank of t he  creek. Some 
d r i f t i n g  i n  t h i s  hi@-bench ground a l s o  yielded r i c h  returns.  
'The r i ches t  ground and t h e  most extensive "old-t h e r s M  workings 
oovered t he  lower sect ions  of several  creeks flowing from t he  
north and cu t t i ng  across  t he  high-bench ground, including 
Somers, Goid, Hot, and Snow creeks. There i s  l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  
t he  gold recovered from the  lower sect ions  of these transverse 
creeks resul ted f ron a reconeentration of t he  gold i n  the  old- 
channel high bench ground. 


