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DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSITIDESCRIPTION D U  GlSEMENT 
The canyon of  McDame Creek c u t s  through a succession of 

l imestone and dolomite members w i th  minor i n t e rbeds  of 
a r g i l l i t e  belonging t o  t h e  Atan Group. These rocks s t r i k e  
northwest  and d ip  s t e e p l y  t o  t he  southwest.  A t  t h e  upper 
p a r t  o f  t h e  canyon t h e  l i m y  succession i s  o v e r l a i n  by grey 
p h y l l i t e s  of  t h e  Kechika Group. A l l  t he se  rocks a r e  of 
Cambrian and Ordovician age. 

Deta i led  geologic  mapping i n d i c a t e s  t h e  canyon is  the  
s i t e  of  a n o r t h e a s t e r l y  t r end ing  f a u l t  zone up t o  50 f e e t  
wide. The zone i s  v e r t i c a l  o r  d ips  75 degrees s o u t h e a s t ,  and 
h o r i z o n t a l  mull ions and o f f s e t  beds i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  has  
been l e f t  l a t e r a l  wrench movement along i t .  It i s  cu t  by 
nor thwes ter ly  s t r i k i n g  f a u l t s ,  of which t h e  Yellowjack f a u l t ,  
s t r i k i n g  n o r t h  t o  n o r t h  20 degrees west and dipping 70 t o  80 
degrees w e s t ,  i s  one. 

The a d i t  d r iven  i n t o  t h e  Cariboo zone c ros ses  15  f e e t  intc 
t h e  foo twa l l  o f  a minera l ized  zone about 30 f e e t  wide s t r i k i n l  
south  80 degrees e a s t  and dipping 70 t o  80 degrees south.  
There i s  skarn  a l t e r a t i o n  ( g r o s s u l a r i t e ,  d iops ide  and tremo- 
l i t e )  up t o  10 f e e t  wide along t h e  foo twa l l  of t h e  zone. 
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The showings occur  on both s i d e s  of t h e  canyon of McDame 
Creek about a mile  e a s t  of t h e  o l d  se t t l emen t  of C e n t r e v i l l e  
and 15 mi les  e a s t  of Ca i s i a r .  

The ground was s t aked  i n  1900 a s  t he  McDame claim by 
prospec tors  of t h e  Cass i a r  Cen t r a l  Railway Company. A t  t h a t  
time an a d i t  was dr iven i n t o  the  canyon w a l l  on the  south 
s i d e  of t h e  c reek  f o r  a d i s t a n c e  of 32 f e e t .  The proper ty  
was he ld  from 1949 by John B a r t l e ,  o f  Good Hope Lake, a s  t h e  
McDame Be l l e  group. Ventures Mining Ltd. was incorpora ted  i n  
May 1963 t o  acqu i r e  t h e  proper ty .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  McDame 
B e l l e  1 and 2 ,  Three Square and Four Square claims opt ioned 
from M r .  B a r t l e ,  t h e  company s t aked  the  Yellowjack, Bar,  Y . J . ,  
North, Creek, and Cathy groups, t o  a t o t a l  of 122 claims. 

Extensive exp lo ra t ion  work was c a r r i e d  out  during 1963-1965. 
Deta i led  geo log ica l  mapping was done along the  canyon, us ing  
surveyed g r i d  l i n e s  f o r  con t ro l .  The g r i d  subsequent ly was 
used a s  a framework f o r  an e lec t romagnet ic  survey ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  
of which were inconclus ive .  Se l ec t ed  zones were explored by 
c l o s e l y  spaced diamond d r i l l i n g  during 1964-65 t o  a t o t a l  o f  
10,131 f e e t  i n  4 1  ho le s .  Seven minera l ized  zones were mapped 
and p a r t l y  explored,  b u t  most work w a s  concent ra ted  on two, 
t h e  Cariboo and Yellowjack zones, both on the  south  s i d e  of 
McDame Creek. 

Reserves i n  the  Cariboo zone were es t imated  by t h e  
company e a r l y  i n  1965 a t  30,000 tons  grading 8.6 o z s / t  Ag, 
3.6% Pb , 3.0% Zn, and 0.35% Cu. Af t e r  a d d i t i o n a l  d r i l l i n g  
the  company es t imated  t h e  ind ica t ed  r e se rves ,  i nc lud ing  the  
above, a t  100,000 tons.  Reserves i n  t he  Yellowjacket zone 
were es t imated  a t  6,000 tons  grading 7.5 o z s / t  Ag, 4.2% Pb, 
1.2% Zn, and 0.2% Cu (Report o f  Min i s t e r  of Mines, B r i t i s h  
Columbia, 1965, p . 15) . 

The company name, Ventures Mining Ltd.,  was changed i n  
1972 t o  Giant Ventures Development Company Ltd. The company 
apparent ly  abandoned t h e  proper ty  i n  about 1976. 

The proper ty  was h e l d  i n  1980 a s  t h e  Bad Bear 1 cla im (8  
u n i t s ) ,  owned by D. Baxter.  Work t h a t  y e a r  by Colony P a c i f i c  
Explora t ions  Ltd included magnetometer and e lec t romagnet ic  
surveys over 2 1  km and a geochemical s o i l  survey (66 samples).  

REF. PB 1 B r i t i s h  Columbia 
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McDAME BELLE 

DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT/DESCRIPTION DU GISEMENT (cont inued)  

Minera l iza t ion  c o n s i s t s  of galena and s p h a l e r i t e ,  and some 
p y r i t e ,  p y r r h o t i t e ,  cha l copyr i t e ,  and minor specu la r  hem3ti te  
and s c h e e l i t e .  Bismuth has  been de t ec t ed  i n  amounts up t o  2 
p e r  c e n t  i n  some samples. The mine ra l i za t ion  occurs  a s  
massive l e n t i c u l a r  replacements p a r a l l e l  t o  bedding, a s  
f r a c t u r e  f i l l i n g s  c ros s ing  t h e  bedding, o r  a s  disseminat ions 
i n  t he  skarn  zones. 

The Cariboo zone was explored by d r i l l - h o l e s  about 25 f e e t  
a p a r t  which t r aced  a s t r i k e  l eng th  of 200 f e e t .  The zone was 
found t o  extend t o  a depth of 250 f e e t  below creek-level  and 
t o  have a width of from 5 t o  20 f e e t .  

The Yellowjack zone i s  on McDame Creek about 1,400 f e e t  
upstream (west) from the  Cariboo. The zone i s  l o c a l i z e d  by a 
f a u l t  which s t r i k e s  n o r t h  t o  n o r t h  20 degrees west and d ips  70 
t o  80 degrees west.  The f a u l t  zone has  been mapped f o r  a 
l eng th  of  600 f e e t  and i n  p l aces  is  a s  much a s  50 f e e t  wide. 
Bulldozer  t r ench ing  exposed mine ra l i za t ion  f o r  a s t r i k e  l eng th  
of 40 f e e t  and width of 10 f e e t .  Diamond d r i l l i n g  (3,165') on 
t h i s  zone i n  1965 showed t h e  mine ra l i za t ion  extends t o  a depth 
of 170 f e e t .  

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT (continued) 
KISTORIQUE DE L'ExPLORATION ET DE LA MISE EN VALEUR 

The showings were h e l d  i n  1984 a s  t h e  Kog 1 and 3 claims. 
Canamax Resources I n c  c a r r i e d  o u t  geo log ica l  mapping and a 
geochemical s o i l  survey (402 samples).  


