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DESCRIPTION OF DEPOSIT DESCRIf'yOq DU GISEMENT 
Bedrock I n  the  Cree h is main y lmestone, marble, green- 

stone,  and a r g i l l i t e .  Two types of greenstone occur, one a 
sch i s tose  va r ie ty ,  and the  o ther  a massive amygdaloidal 
va r i e ty .  D i o r i t e  outcrops i n  severa l  l o c a l i t i e s  near t h e  head 
of t h e  creek. Narrow quar tz  veins and s i l i c i f i e d  rock, which 
l o c a l l y  contains disseminated p y r i t e ,  occur i n  a few places 
along t h e  creek and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s .  Several r u s t y  quar tz  
veins ,  ranging from a few inches t o  2 f e e t  wide, a r e  exposed 
along Ainge Creek. Narrow quartz veins a r e  abundant i n  the  
d i o r i t e .  Mining i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia sec t ion  was done i n  
t h e  present  flood-plain and channel and i n  p a r t s  of the  lower 
benches; depth t o  bedrock ranged from 4 t o  8 f e e t .  Much of 
t h e  gold occurred a s  i r r e g u l a r  nuggets, while some was well- 
rounded. Most of t h e  production consisted of very coarse 
gold; nuggets weighing more than an ounce were common and one 
weighing 46 ounces was found i n  1937. Many of these  nuggets 
reportedly contained quartz.  The placer  concentrates commonly 
contain nuggets of na t ive  copper, i n  addi t ion  t o  black sand 
and f i n e  pyr i t e .  Most of these  nuggets a r e  small,  bu t  some 
weigh a s  much a s  15  pounds. Grab samples from 2 quartz veins 
on Ainge Creek and 2 a t  t h e  head of Muncaster Creek assayed; 
gold, nil. 

ssoc~ated rn~nsrals or products 
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- 

HISTORY OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
HISTORIRUE DE L'EXPLORATION E T  D E  LA MISE EN VALEUR 

Squaw Creek i s  a northwesterly flowing t r i b u t a r y  of t h e  
Tatshenshini River. The upper 5 miles of the  creek l i e  i n  
B r i t i s h  Columbia and t h e  remaining 5 m i l e s  l i e  i n  t h e  Yukon. 
The discovery claim l a y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia about hal f  a mile 
upstream from t h e  Yukon Boundary. 

Gold was discovered and the  f i r s t  claim staked by Paddy 
Duncan i n  t h e  summer of 1927. By the  autumn more than 50 
claims were staked along the  B.C. s ec t ion  of t h e  creek, and by 
t h e  following year the  creek was staked along most i t s  e n t i r e  
length.  

During the  t h i r t i e s ,  twenty t o  four ty  f i v e  people worked 
each summer on t h e  B.C. sec t ion.  On t h e  Yukon sect ion,  
during 1933, B.C. Prospectors Ltd. put  down severa l  d r i l l  
holes a t  the  mouth of t h e  creek. The holes were located 
p a r a l l e l  with t h e  creek i n  a fan  outwash and bench area;  
r e s u l t s  were discouraging. During t h a t  s a m e  year t h e  ground 
from t h e  B.G. border downstream was held by Victor ia  Ventures 
Ltd. The gravels  w%e t e s t e d  by numerous p i t s  t o  bedrock, 
trenching, and crosscut t ing;  t h e  gravel  was found t o  carry  
considerably less gold than i n  t h e  upper sec t ion  of t h e  creek. 

Euring t h e  e a r l y  f o r t i e s  few people continued mining. In 
the  autumn of 1946 a c t i v i t y  on the  B.C. s ec t ion  of t h e  creek 
increased,  with 5 o r  6 l eases  working. Ad Astra Minerals Ltd. 
acquired l eases  extending about 3 miles south from the  boundary 
along a shallow la te -g lac ia l  meltwater channel. I n  1955, t e n  
d r i l l  holes,  t o t a l l i n g  about 400 f e e t ,  were put  down on the  
channe1 .b~  Datlasaka Mines Ltd. Extremely high gold values 
were reported about 1,000 f e e t  south of Squaw Creek a t  a point  
where bedrock lies a t  a depth of 80 f e e t .  I n  t h e  summer of 
1961 excavation of gravel  by f r o n t  end loader  was begun but  
abandoned a t  a depth of 20 f e e t  with no gold recovery. 

Mineral Policy Sector, Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, Ottaa 
Secteur de la polirique mingrale, ministire de Z'Energie, des Mines et des Ressources, Ottaw 

504507 * 



HISTORY OF PRODUCTIONIHISTORIQUE DE LA  PRODUCTION 

Recorded product ion  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia s e c t i o n  of t he  
creek dur ing  the per iod  1927-1945 t o t a l l e d  3,257 ounces. 

YAP,$ E F , E , ~  I ~ ~ E ~ J R ~ , F ~ R E N C E S  OW Area, cqg eo T ~ ~ ~ ~ P P J Q  C. YES approx.), 1": 

2 mi l e s  - accomp. B.C. Dept. of Mines B u l l e t i n  No. 25 - 
( s e e  a l s o  Fig.  2 - map of p a r t  of Squaw Creek). 

Map 1019 A, Dezadeash Map-Area, Yukon T e r r i t o r y ,  (Geol.), 
Sc. 1":4 miles. 

Map 114 P,  Ta tshenshin i  River ,  B.C., (Topo.), Sc. 1:250,000. 

Map 115 A/3 E, Dalton Pos t ,  Yukon, (Topo.), Sc. 1:50,000. 
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