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REPORT. 

GOLD MINING. 

The amonnts sctoally exported by the Banks for 1878 are ~8 follow :- 
Bank of British Columbia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $264,710 64 
Bank of Britisb North America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417,856 96 
G&reschB, Green & Co . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 380,102 58 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,062,670 18 
Eitherto one-third has beon added to cover the amount of gold exported 

in private bands. It seems, however, impossible to believe that ,private export can 
postlibly reach that proportion. Allowing a fifth, the total yield for the year 1878 
would be about 81,275,OOO. 

The report8 from the Gold Commissioners and G~overnmeut Agents do not nearly 
reach this amount, but--as it w&8 remnrked in the Mining Report of last year--it in 
most difficult for these officera to correotly estimate the yield of gold, while, on the 
other hand, there can be no possible doubt as to the amount exported by the Bank& 



CARIBOO. 

It would be useless to deny that the great hopes entertained during the earlier part 
ofthe eeaeon of the past year that the quartz mining interests ofCariboo were about to be 
snocessfully developed, have not been realized. It would appear that the people of the 
Province failed to understand tbat the development of quartz mines involved the 
expenditure of a vest amount of capital. 
altogether thrown away. 

The eume expended hare probably not been 
Great evperieneo has been gained, nod it is the opinion of 

most practical miners that, in the near future, the qua,rte ledges of Cariboo will, prove 
themselves to be profitable investments for capitalists. 

The few well-known creeks of Cariboo have now been worked for eo many years 
that it cannot but be expected that the yield of gold should fall otfin the absence bf the 
discovery of new and important creeks. 

To the indefatigable prospectors of C’ariboo, the Province must look for such 
discoveries, and it would appear from the reports ot the Government Agents that on 
many outlying creeks such work is being vigorously prosecuted. 

On Lightning Creek mining ~a.8 carried ou for about ten yea-s before the rich& 
ground--so far as yet known--was worked: 

On botb Antler and Grouse Creeks rich leads of gold were euddenly lost. This WBB 
notably the caee on Grouse Creek in the Heron Claim, where it, entirely dieappeared, and 
altboogb prospected for almost continuously ever since 1%7, has never yet been found. 
That it exists, there can be little doubt. 
experienoed miners. 

Antler Creek bee aleo puzzled the most 
For & short distance rich ground wae found-either on the high 

rock or in the bed of the stream-but repeated efforte have failed to discover paying 
ground either above or below. That gold should lxive been depoaited from oneor more 
given points on a creek is perfectly comprehensible, but very few experienced miners 
will admit that a heavy run of gold suddenly ceaeee to esiat. It is not, therefore, being 
unduly sanguine to expect that Antlor Creek may yet again be the ecene of mining 
prosperity. 

The recent discoveries made in the Horeefly Country are of importance and most 
satisfactory. This Rection of the Caiboo District is situated on the direct line of the 

E 
old belt-which apparently extends from Kootenny to Cassiar,-and many minere 
ave 

gold. 
long considered that thie part of t,he ,Province would evontunlly be proved riob in 

The remsrk of the Government Agent at Richfield, referring to quartz, regretting 
the abeence of ‘cunited effort among the ownere of udjoioing locations,” is most sensible. 
There can bo no doubt that thousand8 and thousands uf dollars have been needlessly 
expended for want of “united &or%.” The Agent is right in deseribiug the ‘~Honanza” 
lode as “tin immense body of ore,” and the problem to be aoived is whether the ore at 
lower levels than those yet reached is of N grsdo high cnoe~h to admit ot it8 being 
profitably worked. An earnest effort in tbie direction would Lo of grwt advu~tugo to 
the Province. Since the Government Agent wrote his report, ao application baa been 
made for 8 lease of the lower part of William’s Creek, knowvu aa the Meadows. This ie 
astisfaotor 
richness o P 

, being good proof that, notwithstsnding lxovious failures, confidence in the 
the ground remains uwbated. 

The reports of the Government Agenta at Richfield and the Forks of Quesnelle we, 
to a great extent satisfactory aod meet certainly interesting. The yield of gold from 
the alluvial deposits of this important diatriot has, no doubt, decreased, but probably 
only temporarily; and it should be borne in mind that it wne, to come extent, caused by 
the qnarte exoitament. A large number of miners mere prospecting for quartz and 
running tunnels in rock, when, under ot~her circumsawes, 
protipeeting for, OJ! working in, alluvial diggings. 

they would have been 

‘1 To the Hon. the Minister of Nines. 
“RICUFIELD, October 27th 1823. 

. 

-~.- ---2 
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a larger yield per man for the actual time of working, 88 a large number of me” enuma- 
rated in the tables VR~ employed during n portion of the year in prospecting the qolsrtz 
veins; and you will notice that in making o”t the statistics I have not strictly adhered 
to the forms as sent me. When miners understand that their claims will not he 
eeparately reported in t~hose statistics, we can mope easily obtain correct information a8 
regards the amount of gold they have t&ken out, he”ue the change I have made in the 
forms. 

<<Having obtained tbe total amount of gold dust porchased by the Banks for the 
year, &., $387,017, ad after deducting therefivm the amount brought in from Keithley 
Creek and the Forks of Quesnelle, and alao making a” allowance for the probable 
amo”“t taken out of tbs district in private hands, it would appear that the figures in 
the tabular statelnent mny be considered approximately correct, a8 the following 
tabulated statement will show:- 

Gold yield of Bsrkerville Polliog Division . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 
7, Ligbtoing Creek do. . . . . .._...I............. . . . . . . . 

;;;,;i; 

,7 Quesneiiemouth d”. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15:ooo 
Amount received from crushing Quarts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..t.................. 1,000 
E~rima~ed amount nor reported to Coiiectors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,..... ,.,..... 30,000 

--- 
$354,815 

Amount purchased by Beaks, lees $48,000 which esme from Keithley 
rind Forks of Quemelle . . . . . . . . .._ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .._.... . . . . . . . . . 

Estimnted amotml raken out of District in private hands . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
$3;;;;; 

, 
-- 
$351,816 

--- 
“Coosiderable prospecting has bee” going 011 iin:,ing the latter portion of the seaeon 

on outlying creeks. A large company has beer, formod for the purpose of prospecting 
Deadwood Creek, and it is their intentio” to c:wry on operationa during the winter. 

“On Petor’s Creek two companies are now pro8pecti”g, and I have learned that 
one of them, on reaching bed-rock. obtained a pro~pccl. 8uficio”t to pay wages. Should 
this prow continnous, B large amount of ground is uom open for location, as the creek ia 
some eisbt miles in le”g(tlr. 

“On Lower Lightuing Crook, nbo”t fonr miles above its conflnenw with Swift or 
Cottonwood River, a company (the Big Bona”za) haa sunk a shaft some eigbty feet, 
obtaining at that depth n good puxpect, but was, 1 “ndcrstand, unsblo to reach hed- 
rock, in the deepest part of t,he channel, owing to the quantity of water with which the 
company had to contend. They are &ill pwwxering, p”tting o” p”r”ps and machinery 
of greater capacity than those they hare hitherto used. 

(‘ Several companies have mude lorntionk 011 thv benches of Antler Creek, some ten 
miles from its source, froti which good plospects bavc bee” obtained. AB these bunches 
are extensive. I antici”nte that quite N “umber of me” vi11 here find remunerative 
employment rXr 81 ewaiJ earR. - 

<‘Snowshoe ( Greek, B tributary of Kcithley, 11~18 attracted considerable attention 
doring the nast rear. and several comwnies are “ow rrosecutinr their researches with 
every pro&t o’f fi”&Sfi. 

., 

1~1” the soutbw” part of the district; important discoreries have been made by 
Chiname” on IIorse-fly Rirer. These discoveries immediately uttrwted tbe attention 
of the farmers xnd rnnchrnen of tbnt vicinity. Several lowtions have bean made and 
companies Sormed by white me”, EO”~P of which it is reported hare proved to be rioh. 
!Che co”“trv is new nrld extensive. and “,a”~ believe that this section of the district 
will prove to be 2~ most important mining c&p. 

~~Mr. Archer, who collected the ntat,istics for Lightning Creek polling division, 
speaks most favourably oi’ Xelso” Creek, which, according ,t:o !~ili returnn, ah,ows a larger 
yield of gold per ma” than any creek or g,,lch in the dlstrlct. No white men are 
workins on this creek, and the collector leportn &Ii ZI large atno”“t of unoccupied 
gro”nd‘~~~vo”rahlo for mining p”vpose8. 

ill” LEO principal eentws ot’ population, the gruxt attrwtio” during the past year 
has bee” the Qnartz Ledgra. 

. (“rhe:e ledges, during tho early part of the yc:rr, almost entirely monopolized the 
atLention of ths miners; and the tiuttering reports of which attracted, perhaps, 150 men 



from *broad; the latter, however, have nearly all left tbe district. And notwithstandin 
thefaot that no quartz olaims 88 yet are actually giving returns to tbe owner, it woul f 
he difficult, if indeed poaeible, to find 8. man in the district who has not the most implicit 
confidence in the ultimate e”coe88 of these mines. But I regret to say that there hss 
bee” B complete enspension of work on all claims lo&cd on the Bonanza Lode; and I 
aleo deem it most nnfortunate tbat the vnrioua companiee located thereon do not unite 
in sinking B shaft, wy 500 feet deep, cross-cutting the vein at different looels, ‘thereby 
proving at once the value of tbia immense body of ore, and setting at rest a much vexed 
qnestio” amo” experts. 

“Among t % e companies at present working, the Enterprise iR, perhaps, takin the 
lead in the development of their mince. Eaving purchased Mr. Samuel Wal % er’e 
location on Island Mountain, near Mosquito Creek, they employed 80113% six or *eve” 
me” during the last three months in taking out ore, and at present they have three or 
fonr hundred tons on their dump ready for hauling to the mill. They have a@o rocured 
the “8% of ten stamps, with their ap lianoes, from the British Columbia &I mg and 

i 
.r 

Idining Company, and have placed t em 1” the old Lane and Eurtz shaft house on 
Williams Creek Meadows, where they have ample facilities for working the mill either 
by steam or water power. Tbe mill ie now ready for crushing ore, and will commence 
workin as coo” a% there is sufficient ~“ow for hauling the rock on sleighs. 

d . r. J. C Beedy, of Lightning Greek, is aleo erecting il small q”art,s mill, having B 
capacity equal to five ordinary stamps, which will be ready for operotio” next month. 
The flattering result obtained from lf tons of ore brought from hi8 loo&ion on Burns’ 
Mountain, snd crushed at, Richfield, has induced Mr. Reedy to erect this mill. At 
present, tbere are over 2~0 tons of rock ready for hulling to the will, and come twelve 
men are em loyed in connection with this enterprise. 

“The % orest Company, whose mine is situated on the monntein abo”t one~mile east 
of Richfield, have been working until quite recenfly. They have now suspended all 
operations, pending the result of negotiations with Mr. Edwin Russell, of San Franoisoo, 
(who recently visited tbis district) with a view of placing a mill, bf the capacity of ten 
stamps, on the mine. 

“The Prose~ine Company are sinking on their claim, which is eituated near the 
Forest Mine. Thm location is most favournbly situated, being, it is supposed, where the 
Wilkinson~and Montgomery Lodes join. 

<‘The Qoesne1le Quartz Mining Company, whose location is situated on Hixon 
Creek, about fifty miles from Qnesnellemontb, in a north-east direction, have had six 
men employed during the greater portion of the summer. The quality of the ore taken 
from this mine is of a higher grade than any yet found in the district. There is now B 
quantity of the rock on its way to the mill at Hichfi+ld, from the crushing of whic.h a 
favoursble result is anticipated. 

“The British Columbia, Milling and Mining Company, aftor nxpendi” 
3, 

nearly 
$100,000 in the purchasing and importation of a twenty-stamp mill, the gra mg and 
tnnnelling of their mine, suddenly suspended all operations. This wee, I understand, 
occaeioned by the went of funds, and I trust is only temporary. 

“In the development of our Quartz interests, it is to be regretted tbat there is not 
more united effort among tbe owner% of adjoining Iwations in sinkinga ahaft 60 a depth 
that would thoroughly test tbe value of the lode, r:ltber then expending their limited 
mea”%, it ma he said uselessly, on their various alaims. .In my, next annual report I 
trust I shall e able to note an improvement in this partic&r. g 

(6 I have, etc., 
(Signed) “ JNO. BOWSON. 

<‘ Government Agent.” 

“ FORKS OP QUEBNELLE, 
‘1 October ZZnd, 1878. 

“SIB,-I have the honour herewith to forrvsrd my report and mining Rtatistica for 
Keithley Division, Csrihoo District,; and ~:ltl:ou~I, t,hir year’s report is “o improvement 
on my last, yet the prospects aru lmuch beticr for the cornin< ED~SO”, owing to the feet 
of good prospects being obtain%,1 on bot’t T,ittle and Frenoh Snonnhae Creeks (which 
are tributaries of Eeithley Creek). :wd taw outlool; ia i;ooaJ for exte”sivi? paying digging% . 
on these heretofore negleoted crocks. 
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‘IMy report of the yield of gold iR, in inoat casee, taken when on my snnnal rounds, 
fkoom the owners of the claims. The white mea, who I em eorry to e&y are the fewest 
in number, give all the required information most cheerfully, bnt the Chinese do not 
give me much information; a few of themunderstand what is wanted, and are epparentl~ 
willing to tell the troth, but I believe the estimate is tolerably correct eo 5r ae it 1e 
possible to be obtained. 

“I have also visited the’Horse-fly country, and found about forty men them, one- 
half the number being white men. Nearly all of the Chinamen we in ooe olaim, which 
is paying well. One oompaoy of white men are washing, and they @no have ood ay. 
There 8x-e two other companies of white men who areInomvew&$mg yet, %ut Le 
bottomed their shaft and found good proapects. 

‘<To the iYon.tha Znistcr of&'nea." 
(Signed) “ vt. sT*PH*NBON, 

‘1 Govornm.ont AgeM. 

The ho es entertained in the Mining Report of I& year, with regard to the die- 
eovery hy 8 r. Walker of a new creek, have, unfortunately, not been realized. 

It in, howevr, most satisfsotory to be able to report the rioh “etrike” on Defot 
Creek. It is B smell and short stream, but it yielded during the 1atLer 
enmmer gold to the v&e of about $66,000. The greatest interest 
discovery, however, is the probability of its being the ceuse of o 
prove to be the richest risction of the most northern gold-field in t Ii e Province. 

AU mining work in this district is carried on under great and exceptionable dif8- 
onltie~; ao much 80, in fact, that the wonder is that the percentage of minere ooming 
down ‘1 broke” ie not greater than hee hitherto been the case. 

The second report of the Gold Commissioner, dated the 18th December, ie decidedly 
enoonreglng, and will be reed with interest. The importance of Mr. White’s tunnel, on 
Thibert Creek, is very great; affording es it doee employment to men et & eewon of the 
year when open mining is altogether out of the question. 

The estimate made by the Gold Commieeioner of the yield of gold is about $120,000 
higher for lest yew than for 1877. Jodging by the Bank returns, it is probshle that his 
e&mate for 1877 wee far too low, and that he ia more approximately correct this year. 

‘1 LAmTON, c.hsAB, 
“ 18th October, 1878. 

%s,-I have the honour herewith to forward, for the information of the Govern- 
ment, the &fining St&&s for 1878, and also to re ort 

16 Owing in a greet measnre to the failore of 4 
uqon this district &II follows:- 

alker e Creek, and to the eoaroity of 
water in the different streams and gulches, etc., the eeeaon now et ite olose bee not 
proved a prosperous one for miners or others et Oassiar. 

“A great many? from reports circulated last autumn, were indnoed to visit Walker’s 
Creek and that sectloo of this district, and in almost every iostsnce disappointment wae 
the only result of their enterprise. 

“The untowsrd circumstances alluded to having deprived come hundreds of minera 
of expected employment, several prospecting parties were organized, etc., with rye 
reaolts, however, cave to find out to come extent where the gold wee ~)t. 

6‘ Many went down the Deloire and Liard Rivers, penetrating through that country 
for come hundreds of miiea, and their reporte, I regret, are not of a nature to fnduea 
others to~viait the looslities where they have been. 

(I The country towards the head waters of the Stickeen hae also been more or leee 
prorapected, with B like unfavourable result. 

“I&Dames Creek bee but too truly verified my previous re 
natore of its suriferous deposits, and has daring the past eeaaon f 

arts 88 to the spotted 
een chiffly sustained 

$yc;;Fdfrom ite Firet North Fork and aomo amaller weeks and gulches m that neigh- 

“Prospecting on the First North Fork, towards the summit, has heen vigorously 
carried on for the last eighteen months, but with no definite result 88 yet, the gronnd 
proving difficult to work and the bed-rock to strike. The ‘Empire’ and ‘White Grouse 
companies tnnneln have beau rtm in for B distance of 1,300 feet and 900 feet respectively. 
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“About the middle of last August an excitement was created in regard to bar 
diggings on the Upper Stickeen, distant about saveuty miles from Telegraph Creek, 
and cio~e to where the confluence of the Clap-no and the Stickeen take8 place. The 
prospects obtained at first, however, did not I:Mc, and the transport, etc., of provisions 
to that locality being attended with great expense thaL discovery haa ceased to be of 
interest to the mining community. 

“Uease Creek being principally in the hands of the Chinose, it is oer _ hard to 
estimate the returns from it this year. A fen claims, worked by white men, $ ave done 
well, and fair prospects we found in its bills, which are yet unworked for want of 
dumpage. - 

“Thibert Creek promised well in commeucement of aasoc, hut later on the majority 
of the companies seemed to get off the lead. The great scarcity of water expe&nced 
this year also caused much l&s upon that creek. - 

“The excitement caused by the discovery of Defot Creek still prevails; being a 
smell creek, however, the majority of those visiting it after the first ‘rush’ had to con- 
tent themselves with & look at what huu proved to he, for its size, the richest creek yet 
found in the district. I have wen many nuggets that have been tskpn from it weighing 
about 10 onnc88 each, and one over 2% OUUDBY; have beard that enc. nine pounds in 
weight, hae been there unearthed, but not having meen it I am unable to vouch for the 
oorrectnesa of that report. Some $65,000 has been the total output from that creek 
since its discovery. 

‘LUuon the divide from which Defot Creek heads. I have eeen B aeat abundance of 
quartz, snd the gold taken from JMot Qwk, aa ,ou npprouch <Ge summit, has an 
nnwashed appearance, and in msng instances seems to hare been but recently delivered 
from the matrix, etc. 

“Hopes are entertained of finding other paying creeks in thut direction next 8ummer, 
but-it would be well if tboae thinking of visiting Cussiar in 1~79.would hear in mind that 
there is anything but a certainty awaiting them; rind alao that MaDnmes Creek, which 
has hitherto supported several hundred miners, is uow almost (worked out,’ and that 
in consequence a large number of the ‘old hands’ will have to depend entirely upon the 
new section for employment in the coming Bpriny. 

“A brief sketch, *hewing the distances which intervene batwecn tbe relative centros, 
etc., of population in this extensive dirwici, mny not ho out of place, and is given a8 
follows:-Glenora, or Sleamboat Landing, is tha first arrived at af’ter leaving Wrangel; 
then come8 Telegrtipb Creek, I1 miles higher up on the Stickeen; both are forwardmg 
dep& for all tbe merchaudize shipped into Castiinr. 
l&aae Lake, 70 odd miles, chained distance; 

lhm Telegraph Creek to head of 
thence to Lskelon, 17 miles. Thiberts 

Creek from Laketon is 9 milts. Fm1,1 linl~el<~rl LO Jkild Creek: over 30 miles. From 
Laketon to Walker’s Creek, over 120 milts; and from liskeLon to Mcl)amas Creek town, 
(Centreville), over 90 miles. In addition lo rho above arc numerous smaller creeks and 
gulches, from 8 to 30 miles distant fwm McDamea Creek; also are to be taken into 
consideration the bsr digginga on the Stickeen, Deloiro, and Linrd Rircrs. 

“The population this year has been estimated 8t about 1,500, excloaive of Irrdians. 
Of that number, about one-half vwc scutlwxi throu;:!uut t,he diswict in unsettled 
localities, prospectiog, etc., many of them having left eariy this fleason. 

“Very few of all who visited t&e minea this year have boen suocossful, and I 
regret to add that the great mnjority, when leaving this fill, bad to trust rather to 
Proridence than their own re~on~‘ces to enable lhcm to reach Victoria or the Sound, 
whore they expected to obtain employment &!ioiont to supply them with the mean8 of 
support during the winter. 

“This season has been remarknble for the few cases of sicknew that have occnrred. 
There have been five deathn, of with two were acoidenta,l. 

“&dy one case of lunacy has come under my notice during the last three years at 
Caasiar, and that within the past w.ock. The mme of the psrty afflicted is T. O’Brien, 
s native, I nnderstnnd, of’ sew York? and p. mar who ib well known throughout the 
mines in this country. The sympathui~~g inh:;bilnnts of L:*kcton got up a fiubacription 
toward- I:aving him taken to Wrnugel, e/l ruuie to Vicioria. or Portluud, where prrper 
medical attendance can be had, etc., and t,ho circumstimccfl being brought to my notice, 
88 also the fact of bin being cnt,iroiy dcst,itulc, I ndvenced 850: getting a voucher of 
receipt for same, on behsif of the Government. 
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LLCriminal cases, for this year: as follows, viz.: Than. Anderson, Indian, committed 
last March for the wilful murder of his kiootchman, at Glenora; Ah Sue, Chinaman, 
committed in August IaRt for the unlawful putting off, etc., of bogus or base gold dust. 
The former has since been in jail, the latter has been let out on bail, and both are 
awaiting trial. 

“Owing to the general depression that prevailed in earlier pert of season, packers 
have not done well, there being but little freight shipped during that time. 

i’The mines arc not OPOP well ebocked with provieioms’and the 8ame rates 8x-e 
demanded na have been current during In& t,wo or &ree years. 

“Aboot 100 minors, it is supposed, mill pass the winter upon the different mining 
creeks, and home 2~0 aire expected to iwnnin at Glenors. 

“The steamer ‘Lady of aho Lake’ in still plying between head of Dease Lake and 
Thiberte Creek. Weather coutiuues moderate, and home mining (open) is still being 
carried on. 

“Having made evew ett’ort towards procuring correct statements, ,I submit she 
following, viz.:- ” 

ne*se Oreek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 62,800 
Thiberrs Creek .,.........,.,........... * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65,600 
MeDamca, and outl.ving gnlcher and creeks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101,330 
Wnlkers Creek .,....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35,000 
Defat Creek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I.............. .,....... . ...,. . . . . . . . . ..t....... . . . . . . . . . 65,000 
mom localities not psrticul*rieed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46,000 
Allowsanee for iaaeeuraey of individnsl returns, s.s given by elnim 

ownerd, who, in that respoot, prove mow reticent &an ever.:....... 
Amonnt likely to be taken cwt front date to 31st December, 1818........ 

99,000 
45.000 

-A 
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 519,720 

“I consider the total output for 1878,as above, to be under-estimated. The tabu- 
lated return for MoDames Creek, etc., is far below what has been the yield &cm that 
section, and I feel confident that the given aggregate will be found to be within the 
number of thousands rtctually taken from the mines of Cassisr during the year 1878. 
When, however, the difference in population ie considered, there will be found to have 
been a falling 0% from last you in the amount of gold produced, etc. 

(I To the Hon. 
(6 The Provincial Secretary.” 

(Signed) 
“I have, etc., 

“ARTHUB W. VOWELL, 
“Gold Conmissioner. 

“ CASSIAE, 18th December, 1878: 
“ SIR, * * * 1: * * * 
“Hr. White’s tunnel claim, on Thiberts Creek, continues to pay riobly, and has 

afforded employment up to the present to 8ome 18 or 20 miner& Many claims have 
been taken up in its vicinity, and prospecting is being there actively carried on. 

“Reports from the First North Fork. ?&Dames Creek, are, I rtm happy in being , 
able to report, encouraging. The Poctsbontos company, on that gulch, haa again got on 
good pay. 

“About fifty-five men are wintering on NcDames and outlying creeks; come sixty 
and upwards on Dease and Thiberts; and about ~evensy odd in neighbourhood of the 
Stickeen, exclusive of Indians. 

“The ~eaeoo, np to the present, has been unusnally mild; Deane Lake remained 
open and navigable until the 8th instant. We have already had more eoow than fell 
during the entire winter of 1877-78. 

“The health of the oamp is good, a,nd considering the 8eaeon of the year the general 
aspect is favonrable. 

* * * i” * * * * 
L’I have. etc.. 
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The report of the late Gold Cbmmiasioner of thin district will be found below. 

“ EOOTENAY, 24th September, 1878. 
‘<The Hon. the M;nister of Mines. 

“SIR,-In connection with the tabolated etatemont herewith forwarded, I have the 
honour to report, for the information of the Lieutenant-Governor, that the estimate of 
yield of gold in this district, for the 8ea8on now passing, has been made after the most 
oarefnl enquiry, and I think it may be regarded 88 n very full return. 

I‘ A large proportion of our sparse population, that follow mining, have been proa- 
petting the past eummer in different parts of the district, and I regret being obliged to 
et&e that iri no case hae even partial success rewarded their efforts. 

“Tied0 and West prospeoted on Finlay Creak, about forty miles from this place, in 
a north-west direction. Booth and Robier tried Toby and other creeks, at a greater 
dietanoe, in the eeme direction. Powers, Lyons, Ridgwsy. and Moore worked on Perry 
Creek, end got no return. The latter four, with some five or six other men, spent nome 
time on the Mouille and Weaver Creek, end every one of those prospectors returned 
empty handed. Some eight or nine white men have since left the country, and othere 
are pre~ring,to follow. 

1“~ e Chmese population, however, appear determined to take a firmer hold in thii 
district; they have increased slightly iu the last year. They have been making bolder 
efforts than heretofore to 8eoure s large portion of the trade, and they promise an 
inareaae of their countrymen in the district of from forty to fifty next spring. 

‘1 The known qnerte ledges in Kootenay are in perfect uiet. 
I 

Some sssays pro- 
cured by H. S. Booth, in Montanq showed return8 80 amall t at no person here wants 
quartz at present. 

“All of the above is respectfully submitted by your moat obedient servant, 
(Signed) “COBNNIJUB BOOTH, 

1‘ Gold Cemmirsiena.” 

With respeot to the mines in the Okanagan section of the Yale District, no o5eial 
report has been received; but the most’ reliable information obtainable is to the effeot, 
that though the expectations formed by the miners last yenr have not been altogether 
realized, nor the rield of gold es large es there w&8 every rce8on to antici 
number of men found employment, with more or less euccee8, both op 8 

ate, still a 
harry and 

Mission Creeks. Somo work, under the gpidsnce ?f,lllr. Torrance, w&8 also done on the 
;;E” ledge on Cherry Creek, referred to ln,the 3fmmg Report of last year a8 containing 

ihie gentleman, representing aspitslists in Hootreal, has formed I) favonmble 
opinion of the silver depoeite in tbls locality, and is most sanguine of euooe~e ehonld the 
company eee fit to continue their operations this enmmer. 

KAMLOOPB. 

.,A few Chinamen are still mining on the bars of tbe Tranqnille Rliver, md the 
Government Agent’s estimate of the amount of gold obtained does not sbbntantially 
vary from that of last year. The 12mile creek on the North Thompson River is being 
prospected by & c&npany of four white men. Should t,hey succeed in finding pa 
ground it would add greatly to the importance and prosperity of this section of the % 

ing 
ale 

“ KAXLOOPB. 80th October, 1878. 
“S!ayEnclosed herewith you will find mining stntistic~ for the yea; 1878, Kern- 

loop0 lhvlsion of Yale. 
‘<There is very little mining done in this part of the district. A few Chinese are 

atill working on ‘Trsnquille Creek; it is difficult to find ont from them wbst they are 
really making, Dot muob I imagine. Xost of the old miners are working m the hotels 
or oooking for the ranchers; those left, plead poverty, and it is hard work gettin tim 
them the amount of their mining licence. A few of them tried 12~mile oreek, % orth 
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Thorn son River, last summer, but failed to find satisfactory evidence of the existence 
of go1 5, m paying quantities ‘on that stream. Since thou, however, a company of white 
men have started in, and having found what they considered B favourable loratiora, 
oommenoed sinking a shaft; they have now reached B depth of over fifty feet. IolU 
informed by the foreman, Mr. Guerin, an old Caribooite, that the indications are fwow- 
able, and that he aad his partners are very sanguine of striking paying diggings when 
tbsy reach bed-rock. lf they should be fortunate enough to do 80, there will be plenty 
of room for others to try their lock, BY the creek is large and(accessible. 

“I have, etc., 
(Signed) “JOHN UasHw, 

“ The Deputy Provincial Secretary.” I’ ffovernnwnt Agent. 
I 

HOP. AND YALN. 

The bars and benches of the Fraser River appear to be almost inexhaustible, and 
the Qovernment Agent’s report, which wiil be found below, ia important and interesting. 

“Pm, 11th October, 1878. 
“Sm,-In pursuance of yonr request of the 8th July last, I beg to forward herewith‘ 

my report, with mining statistics, for the Hope and Yale Divitions of the Yale District, 
for the year 18i8, by which it will be eeen that there is a considerable increwe over 
my laet year’s returns. 

“In my previous annual reports I have alluded to the extensive flats, bearin 
characteristic indications, which flank on each side of the Fraser River, and whit % 
undoubtedly aontain rich deposits of gold. The Murphy Bras. have, in one instance, 
verified this opinion, by striking good paying diggings in the interior of Union Bar flat, 

aying to the band from eight to ten dollars per diem. 
i 

The Chinese eompan 
K 

, at Hill’s 
or flat, 81‘8 also working with satisfactory results, thereby proving, after t e lapse of 

twenty yeara, the existenoe of valuable placer deposits, which only require B little pluck 
and energy to open up. To develop the mineral we&h of these divisions ia an object 
of the highest importance; and it is trusted that sufficient nerve and energy will b 
forthaoming to attain this result. 

“It is considered that, although eo far little has been done in this direction, the 
the time is not far dintant when the quartz i-eesourees of these divisions will be &imulated 
and developed with greater energy. 

9% x * * * * * * 
a I have, eta., 

(Signed) “WILLIAM TPAQUN, 

(c To the Hon. the Mznister oflllines.” 
“Goucrnment Agent. 

SILVER. 

Mr. Teague’s reporta, with regard to the Yale Creek Silver Mines, are enoonraglng. 
Amalgam, and rock in B @rude state, have been forwarded to Cariboo to be tested and 
reported upon by the Government Assayer. West hopes ore entertained that these 
minea will be found sn5ciently rich to be worked at B profit; it ia nnneoeeaary to dilati 
on the advantages which would result to the Province should these hopes be reelieed. 
It is regretted that the results obtained by the Government Assayer, from the ssmplel 
forwerded, cannot be received in time for publication in this report. 

Prospecting on the Hope Silver Mines is not at present being carried on; it is 
probable, however, that renewed activity will be shown in this direction should the 
return made from the Yale Creek rook’be even fairly favonrsble. 

“PAI&, 11th Ootober, 1878. 
“SIB,- 
“Iam informed*that, 

* * 
on~*accouot zf the lit* good rzports sod prompeet+ looal 

-pita1 is forthcomin 
% 

for the development of a silver-bearing led e which w&8 discovered 
L short time since, B out four miles back of Pale, only& Cree 1 , of which tents have 
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just bean mado from two locations with most satisfactory nxults. From the Yale corn- 

g 
my’s claim, half a.pound of ro~:k xati worked by Nr. Hleigbt. it gentleman who haa 
ad considerable experience iu treating and working the silver oree of the Ontario 

Silver Mine, Utah, and who tested it by the amal:amatiou process; the result woaa 
indeed surprising, giving a return of about t,mo ounce8 of pure silver. The secoud test 
of one pound ie in COUI‘BD of preparation, bat not completed; I have seen the pulp, which 
shows rich in amslgnm. 
width. 

The lodo ia npparently well d&nod, from four to six feet in 
The ore is chiefly a sulphuret, and embedded in talc formation, with indications 

of yielding largely. Wood and water UK be easily supplied, and in sufficient quantities 
88 may be required, at a very trifling cost, for milling and dressing purposes; the ore 
aan therefore be returned at a very small cost. 

“The wmon haa been an exciting one with regard to quartz resources. During the 
munmcr months both white men and Iudians have been searching the creeks and 
moontsins with unabated activity, looking after argentiferous, quartz; and in many 
instances fins specimens of rook-impregnated with arsen~oal and copper pyritee, galena, 
copper, with portions of silver and gold-of a moot promising charaoter have been taken 
from the out-croppings of various ledges found in most tavourable localities; and in 
mm instances favoursble reports and assaye have beon received by me of’s eoimens 
sent to Cornwall. Returna from there show II yield of 10 om. of silver to 2,000 pb 8. from 
B piece of rock taken from the out-croppings of a ledge on Thompson River, near the 100 
mile post; this is R promising lode, and is to he vigorously wrought upon during the 
winter months, and samples obtained at a greater depth will be transmitted for inepeo- 
tion, next spring, to members of the Cornwall and Devon Xining Association. 

‘6 Eighteen applications have been received during the season for mineral lands, 
whioh I hope will tend towards the opening np and working the mineral deposits of 
the district. 

‘1 The Hope silver mines 81‘8 still iu abeyrtnoe. 

“ To the Hon. the Minister of Mines.” 
(Signed) 

‘<I have, etc., 
‘i WmL4M Tu?m$ 

“ Government dgent. 

“YALE, 20th February, 1879. 
“S&-The Yale Creek Silver Mines are situated in B northerly direction, in a ba& 

form, on Yale Creek, a distance of about three miles from Yale. They are reached by & 
cironitoua trail, after 811 hour’s walk over a good grade affording every facility of easily 
making a good road for the transit of machinery when necessarily required for the 
mines, which own be laid thereat without %ny obstacles of ndvance, and rtt a very trifling 
cost. The vein matter is embedded in mica schist, and the overlaying strata is very 
segregated, tilted, and twisted in all mamer of ways, evidently by the force of home 
powerfol agencies. The supply of wood rind W8ter wems to bo unlimited, and the 
surrounding bills are clothed with a magnificent forest of pine adapted for every useful 
mining purpose, which are important oonsiderations for the concentration of the ore@, 
as low grade ore8 could be inexpensively worked, and possibly under skilful manage. 
ment be made remunerative; these are privileges that should not be overlooked, and 
are often indicators of mmoeea in mining aff%ira. It may be said that mining enterprisea 
have reached such a pass that many men are afraid with limited mezm8 of taking an 
active part in any mining affair after the recent. vacillations; but, nevertheless, there 
is ‘balm in Gilead,’ although at present it is up hill mark to travel to develop the 
mineral PPBOUI‘CBB of the Province which are yet in embryo; but the day will come 
when the cloud with ite silver lining mill sbiue fort.h with its resplendent lustre. From 
time immemorial it Las been the essentiul qualities of the miner to explore or proepect 
the surface of ,a.country for minerala; therefore, without spirit, energy, perseverance, 
hope, and practical knowledge in mining, mining entfrprises would 8oon be & thing of 
the pest-retarding the progress of civilization, and smking the achievementa of modern 
sciences, without the we of metals and their mode of application, into oblivion. 

‘<The first company to take up the gauntlet is the ‘Yale Creek Silver Mining Co.,’ 
who, with an enterprising spirit,. have erected a cabin aud B smithery, with it company 
of meo St work who are mnkiug fair prog:“css iti driving tl&r tunnel to C~OBB-CU~ the 
l&. The indications being met with iu the explorations are of a highly encouraging 
and hopeful character; the brzuchos of ore already met with increase in siee as distance 
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ia sttained, carrying a combination of oxidized or ‘Eeenly’ quartz, sntimohy, and 
snlphurets of iron. The ledges are embedded in a most congenial strata, which is 
marked with most favourable charncterisbics for rich deposits of ore at deeper levela. 

“The ,adjoining location, on the es&, is the ‘Cambie Silver Mining Company,’ 
possessing every favourable geological feature to the eye of’ being a remunerrttive piece 
of property, the oompany bang about to commence their operations by letting a contract 
for driving a tunnel, an estimated distance of 60 feet, through B favonrable stratum of 
tale schist, to DUG the~lode. 

“The ‘California Company’ adjoins the ‘Osmbie’ and the Yale Creek companies on 
the south, and are preparing to follow in similar coume to prospect their ground, of 
which they are sanguine of good results. 

“There 81‘8 two other locations, but the parties have not yet matured their plans of 
working. 

<‘The assays made from the different companies’ locations have resulted with most 
satisfactory returns, and it is hopeful that we are apon the eve of the turning point of 
BUOOWJ, and that the promising iqdications met with at the Yale Creek Mines will 
mmcessfnlly open out with good results, turning the tide in our mining resonroes which 
have been hitherto 80 unfortunately mismanaged. <‘I have, etc., 

Lr To the Eon. the Minister of Mines.” 
(Signed) ‘I WILLrAM TmauN, 

“ Government Agent. 

“YALE, 16th March, 1879. 
“SIR,-Since my report to you referring to the Yale Creek Silver Mines, I have the 

honour to forward herewith, for your information and inspection, 94 ounces of silver 
amsfgsm, the yield of 14+ ibs. of rock taken from the ledge, which was an average 
sample fir a true working test, made by Mr. John Sleight, by the amalgamation process, 
who is an experienced band in treating ores, and who has taken since his sojourn 
among 08 indefatigable pains in testing nnd working rock, free of charges, for the benefit 
of parties who interest themselves in exploring the country for mineral quartz. The 
specimens of rock accompanying itre fair average samples of the rock tested. The lode 
appeara embedded and running parallel and in conjunction mith taleose and serpentine 
rooks, or stratum, by east.north-east and weat-south-west direction. The rezaon the 
bullion appears in 80 many pieces, is on account of not having a sufficient receptacle for 
holding and working the pulp all at one time, therefore Mr. Sleight was obliged to 
work it in such quantities 88 bia appliauces would permit. Be pleased to send me the 
number of ounces aiter the amalgam is retorted. “I have, etc., 

(Signed) (1 WIImAaa TEhbm, 
u To the Eon. the Minister of Mines.” (‘ Govemnent Agent, 

COAL. 

It is pleasant to read the able and satisfactory report of the Inspector of Mines. 
In spite of the disadvantages of cheap coal, and the import duty, at San Francisco, 

the output has steadily, snd tom an appreciable extent, increased; 60 much so in fact that 
the production of last year more than doubled that of 1874. 

The following Table shows the total output ~of oath year, from 1874 to 18V8 
inclusive :- 

Ye**. 
. . . . . . . ..I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

No. of tons. 
187’4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81,000 
1875 ,.................................................. 110,000 
1876 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I . . . . . . . j . . . . 139,000 
1877 ..,..........,..,.,................................ 154,000 
1878 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..*.......................... 171,000 
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“NANAIMO, B. C., 13th Februav, 1879. 
“SIR,-I have the hononr to enclose my report a8 Inspector of Mines. Annexed 

thereto are returns from the Vancouver Coal Co., und from Messrs. Dunamuir, Dig&, 
& Co. I have not received ret&x from the other mines, a8 they have, been doing 
hsrdly anything daring the past pea. “ I have, etc., 

(Signed) “Euw~. GAWLER PKIOB, 
” Th Hon. T. B. Humphreys, “Inspector oj Mines. 

‘j hfiinister of afines.” 

“INBPECTOR OF MINE@ OPEI~E, 
“Nanttimo, 5th February, 1879. 

Cl SIR,-I have the honour to transmit my snnual report, in conformity with Section 
43, ‘Coal Hines Regulation Act, 1877.’ 

“The Coui Xincs of Vancouver Island have, during the year 1878, passed throogh 
B period of unpreoadented discouragement; ~hc prices at San l!“runcisco, the chief foreign 
market for theao coals, having reached the lowest rate jet attained; indeed, while 
eubjected to 80 muoh dcpresaion, only the most *Lie commercial management, and the 
utmost economy in carrying on the worka, have saved this important industry from 
entfm cessation. 

“Under the pressure of these ciroomstanoes, the Baynes Sound and Harewood 
Mines have ceased operations; but a8 home counterbnlance to this falling ofl, the South 
Wellington Co. have been construc$ing preparatory work8 upon a considerable scale. 

LLThe coal mines which have been in active opern~iou during the past year, vie.: 
the Vancouver Coal Company’s Douglas, Chase River, nrld Fitzwilliam Mines; and the 
Wellington Compnny’s sline, have, howevcr, shown satisfnotory progress, having pro- 
duced upwards of 171,000 tons of coal during the year 1878, against 154,000 tons the 
total output of four proprietor& carrying on work in 18i7, being nu increase of 17,000 
tom for 1878; and the greater oxcow of 32,000 tons over the total ou~tput of 1876. 

‘IIn view of the extremely low rates obtained for con1 in San Yrancisco throughout 
the past year, it iir gratifying to find that the shipmeuts of coal to that port have not 
diminished, but largely increased, thua manitesting B praiseworthy determination on 
the part of the managers of.these mines not to be beaten out of. their accustomed 
channels of trade: 

“During the yew 1878 over 164,000 tons of coal, the produce of Vancouver Island, 
have been sbippod to San Francisco and Southern Ports of Califoruis; Portland, Oregon; 
Seattle, Washington Territory (gas cool); Ouuulsakn, Alaska; Mekican Ports, Hawaiian 
Islands, and Hong-Kong; vessels belonging to various navies; and to the sceamships of 
the several mail services. 

“ The foreign shipments of coal for 1878, ahow the remarkable increase of nearly 
50,000 tons over the foreign shipments of 1877. 

“Undoubtedly the unfortunate atoppage of work at the Wellington Colliery lessened 
the total output and shipments of coal for the year 1877, but, on the other hand, the 
idleness of both the Vaucouver Coal Company’s mines and the Wellington Company’s 
mine during portions of several m,ontha of the dullest times of 1878 equalize the actual 
working time of the mines in the years under comparison, and 80 justify the deduction 
that theooal industry of this Province is in a promising state of development and 
pr0gl%**. 

“The sales of coal for home consumption are small in proportion to the quantities 
exported. ‘These sales for 1878 were 1,655 tons more than those of 1877. 

“I am happy to state that only three fatal accidents have occurred in or about these 
cod mines during the past year. No. 1 : On June 2Yth, a Chinaman, u:aed Ah Shari, 
was killed in the Chase River ,2line by being crushed between the box and the ‘rib.’ 
From the evidence given at tho inquest,, it appeared that the deceased wa8 1 bauging OD ’ 
at the bottom of a self-acting incliue, urld instead of fastening the rope to the box by, 
meitns of the proper iron hook provided for that purpose, he made a loop of the rope, 
and fuetened it with a snudl stick. The rope becoming suddenly filaok the stick dropped 
out and the box r&n back on him and oruahed him against the coal. The man wfm 
entirely to blame himself, as ho was wwnod not to fasten the ropo in tho manner he did. 
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“No. 2: On September 2nd, a miner, named William Jeffery, w&8 killed in the 
Douglas Mine by B iarge piece of coal fUling on him. The unfortunate man was lying 
under the coal, having undermined it, and was still engaged in that operation when the 
ma88 suddenly came away, and falling on him, crushed him to death. Thedeceased was 
& very steady, experienced minor, and the evidence given at the inquest went to sbew 
that the accident occurred simnlv from the deceased trustinr tot much to the natural 
adhesion of the coal. 

“I am sorry to say that a large proportion of both fats1 and non-fatal accidentlr 
which occur in those mines arise from the fact of men not settinr sufficient “8nr&e88” 
or props. Prom personal observation, I’am able t,o state thlt plenty qf t&bzF’rois 
supplied to them for that purpose, but very oftpn, if a prep is not close at hand, & man 
will roe the risk ofgetting hurt to 8ave himself trouble. Another re(t8cn why this 
class of accident is more frequent than any other is, that many men engaged in oosl 
mining in this Province are not experionoed miners, but men who have been socustomed 
to other branches of Inbour. ‘I’o be able to seeore some places properly with timber, B 
man must be an experienced miner. 

“No. 3: On December 6tb, a Cbinaman, named Kong Sing, was killed on an incline 
on the Wellington Colliery tramway. From the evidence taken at the Coroner’s inquest 
it 8eem8 that the deceased was a brakesman in charge of the ‘ruu,’ and that at the time 
he met his death he wa8 riding on the front waggon going up the incline. When near 
the top, the ‘run’ ma8 thrown off by an iron rail which ~88 laid ILC~OLIB the track. The 
Cbineman w&8 pitched off the front waggon, and three or four waggons passing over 
him he w&8 80 fearfully mangled that he died almost immediately. The verdict returned 
by the Coroner’s jury was to the effect that the rail ~88 placed there purposely, by 
acme person or persons unknown. I wan present at the inquest, and it wu proved 
beyond doubt that the rail could not have got there by accident. As yet no clue to the 
perpetrator of this dastardly act has been found. 

“In regard to this incline I would beg to state that it i@ my opinion that, sooner or 
later, a very serious accident will occur, a~ many women and children are in the habit 
of riding on the aaggon8 running on this incline, although constantly warned by the 
colliery officials against doing 80. Printed notices are also posted up in conepionons 
places, warnin pa-sons ngaicst riding’cn the waggona, but they do not seem to be 
heeded. This ~nobna is 1,01lO yards long, and has &rise of about 1 in 18, 80 that if the 
rope wa8 to break when wcmen or children were on the ‘run’ they would stand but a 
alight chance of escaping with their lives. 

l‘There have been aoven non-fatal accidents during the past year, causing serious 
injury to 8eveo persons. Three of these were caused by falls of coal and rook, one by 
being crushed between boxeq, one by a blasting shot, and two by explosions of fire-damp. 

1‘ One of the two men ioJured by explosions of gas wa8 a fireman, whose duty it WBB 
to inspect the mine before the miners went into their ‘stalls,’ etc. On the morning of 
the accident, as his safety lamp x’ith which he i8 provided would not born well, he pro- 
ceeded on bm round 01 inspection with a naked light in one hand and his safety lamp in 
the otbor. 00 going up a heading, a quantity of fire-damp, which had collected during 
the night owing to 801118 bruttioe having been knonked down, ignited at his naked light 
and burnt him very severely. Fortunately there was not 8. sn@oient quantity of pure 
sir mixed with the oarburetted hydrogen gas to make it extremely explosive, or t,he man 
could hardly have eaoaped with his life. As he received a very~severe lesson, I did not 
deem it advisable to take any proceedings against him. 

“The ventilation in the several mines has been much improved during the past year. 
“In the Wellington Colliery there was an average of 40,000 cubic feet of air yer 

minute passing in the main return, and thie quantity w&8 well distributed. In this rune 
more fire-damp has beem met with in the lower workings than w&s enoountered to the 
rise, which is quite to bo expected; but with ordinary care, oombined with the good 
ventilation t~bwt is there> uo dmgop neod be anticipated. 

1‘ In the Chase River Hir.e I found an average of 35,000 cubic feet of air running 
per minnto, which wae well conducted round the face% The above-mentioned amount 
cf air, via., b5,OOO cubic feet per minute, oan be largely increased, with very little 
trouble, if at any time it is needed. In this mine & good deal of snncyanoe ia caused 
to the miners by sulphureted hydrogen gas, which is given off in various places. 
Thin gas affects them most when undermining and sheering the coal, at which time it 



gets into the eyes snd omlse8 great inflammation and temporary blindness. No ordinsry 
smonnt of wind passing will keep this gas from the miner, its his work keeps him 80 
very close to the coal. 

“There is not such a marked improvement in the ventilation of the Douglas tine 
as in the others. 

“During the past year a great deal of work hes been done in connection with the 
South Wellington Colliery. A railway ever three miles in length has been built, run- 
ning from the mine, which ia situated between Nanaimo and Wellington, through the 
Van~onver Coal Company’s land, to the sea at Departure Bay, where B large loading 
pier has boon erected. A pair of horizontal enginos and two large boilers have been 
placed in position at the pit, which is sunk tc the coal, and another shaft has been sunk 
down to & depth of 150 feet, which will be used a8 an upcast. Very little work has been 
done in the coal 88 yet! cwmg to mme unlortuoate trouble connected with the owner- 
ship, but active operatmns in this branch may ~ccn be expected. 

“The Herewood Colliery and the B&pow Sound Colliery have cot been putting cat 
any coal, having, 88 before stated, suspended operetions for acme time at least. 

“All work at the Fitzwillism idine has now been stopped with the exception of 
pumping. 

“The Union Coal Company did 8cme prospecting on their estate ‘at Comox during 
the munmer, but no coal wa8 taken out. 

“Several bore-holea have been put down by the various Coal Companies; notably, 
one by the Vsncouver Coal Company to u depth of 746 feet by meana of their diamond 
drill; one by Messrs. Dunsmuir, Diggle & Cc., to R depth of 500 feet; one by the Baynes 
Soun~d Coal Co., to a depth of 3X feet; and cue on the Westwood Estate, to a depth of 
290 feet. 

“I have the hononr to give n list of those persons to whom ‘Certificates of Service’ 
have been issued in accordaoae with section 26, ‘Coal &fines’ Regulation Act, 1877 ‘: 
T. A. Bulkley: John Bryden, James Dunsmuir, ‘Thomas Cairns, John Dick, Archibald 
Dick, James Gdleapie, E. G. Prior. 

(‘ The following is a statement showing the amount of coal raised and the number 
of fatal and non-fatal accidents that have occurred during the hut three yews:- 

YefC. Tone raised. Fe.te.1 accidents. Non-fats1 scoidents. Tans rsLedper lifelost. 
- 

1~From the above figures yen will perceive that in the past year there hss been 
about eighty-four per cent. more coal brought to the surface for each life lost than there 
~8s during the preceding jar. 

“This, I think you must consider, is a very satisfactory result for the year 187% 
LLAnnexed are the usual colliery returns from those mines that have b&n working. 

“I have, etc., 

(Signed) 

Em. T. B. Humphreys, 
Minister of Mines, &c., &c., &c. 

“ EDW)IRD GAWLZB PRIOIL 
L‘ government Inspector of Mines " 



No. Of twlB unsold, 
ioeludiog cod in 
stock, &ml, 1879. 

Value of plant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1?0,000. 

Description of seams, tunnels, 
levels, shafts, etc., and number 
of same. 

Douglas Mine, Nanaimo, worked by slope; there are six 
levels, three of which are in operation. The coal 
produced is of excellent quality, and in the lowest 
level ie about 51 to 6 feet thick.~ The Douglas coal 
is first-class for steaming and gas making. The old 
Douglas Pit is now used SB an up-cast shaft. 

New Douglas Mine is situated near Cha~ee Rive:, about 
1% miles from the Douglas Pit. The mine 18 being 
opened up by slope with three north and three south 
levels. The warn extends from 41 to 9 feet in thick. 
nes8 of clean coal of first-class quality for steam and 
household pnrposea. The New Douglas coal is also 
known as “Chase River coal,” and in held in the 
big;;;;* estimation in the domestic and foreign 

Eztension of Works-For KJIIX time past the wction of 
the Compnny’s land to the south of Chase River hss 
beon under exploration, and by means of the Corn. 
puny’s diamond boring machiue, etc., the 8esm of 
cod has been proved to extend under a large wea of 
the Company’s property. Works preliminary to 
opening up the 8eam are in progress. 

~Litzwilliam Mine, on Newoaetle Island, haa been worked 
by slope of 800 yards. Fitzwilliam coal is B snperior 
article for household we. This mine WBB idle nine 
months of last year owing to nlackneas of trade. 
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I?ewcastZe Kne; cot in operation; 210 yards by slope, 
on Newcastle Island. 

Chase River &fine; 290 feet deep by shaft ; not in 
operation. 

Description and leog$h of tram. The ChymZY'S I?&LXZY ia 8 little lncrc than two miles 
way, plant, etc. in length, constructed of double-beaded steel raile, 

62 lbs. tn the yard, laid cc chairs, bolted to wooden 
ties. The railway extends from the New Douglas 
Mine to the Company’s loading pier, with sidinge for 
shunting, and branches to the Douglas Pit, etc. 

The Company have powerful winding engines, steam 
pumps, etc., fihy 6&ton coal 0%-s, fifty 3+.tQu o*i-*, 
and three IocomoLioes. There arc fircilities at the 
Company’s:nbarves for delivering coo thousand five 
hundred (1,600) tons ofooal pa day. The Corn 
have acoommodation at then wharves for P 

any 
vww 8 of 

the capacity of tho “Baring Brothers,” carrying 3,300 
tons of coal, and drawing 27 feet of water. 

(signed) M. BATE. 

WaLLINQTON CCLLIEBP. 

Output of COSl for 
12 months ending No of tons aold for No. of tom sold for No. of toes oo hand No. of tom meold, 

31st Dec., ,818. home consumption. elportlltim. 1st Jaooary, Ib’iFJ. inoluding Ooal in 
stack, Jao.lrt,ld?s 

Total hods emploged, 294. Miners’ earCogs per da,, from $3 50 to $5. 

Name of roams or pits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wellington Scam. 

Vsluo of plsnt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Dewxi tion 
leve P 

of seams, tonnels, 
8, ehafts, eta , and number 

of mme . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Slope. 

Description and length of tram- 
way, plant, etc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 miles railwny. 
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*SOUTH WELLINGTON CoLLlERY. 

Output of Coal for No. of tons sold fo r No, of tons sold for No. of tons on bn.nd , No, of ton1 unsold, 
12 months ending home consumption, exportation. 1st January, 1878. including coal in 
31st Dec., 1878. stock, Jan,l, 1179. 

350 tons. 200 tons. None. None. 150 tons. 

No. of bands employed. We.ges per d&y, 

Whites, 20 :­
Men, 17 
Boys , 3 

Chinese, 10 Indians, none . Whites,-. Chinese, - . Indians,-. 

Total hands employed, 30, Miners wages per day, - . 

Name ofseams or pits ............. Wellington seam at South Wellington Pit. 

Value of plant .......... . .......... ... $60,000. 

Description of seams, tunnels, 
levels, shafts, etc., and number 
of same. 

Description and length of tram­
way, plant, etc. 

Wellington seam is all that is worked in this property 
at present. Shiift is 162 feet deep, vertical, to coal, 
which is 11 foct thick. 'l'here is only one level driven, 
nearly due sout h, a distance of 300 foet from near end 
of this level. Shaft, which was intended for air­
shaft, is sunk about 150 feet deep; exact course and 
distance from end of said level to where air-shaft 
would come t hro11gb is S., :d0 W., magnetic; distance, 
162 foet. From above uescriptiun it will be Been 
t here are two shaf'ts, on e of which cuts the vein, the 
other suppo~ed to be nt:ar vein. 

Tramway and plant in unfinished state. Value of 
same I have included in value of p lant above. 

(Signed) R. WINGATE • 
.Agent. 

*This Return was received too late to be included in the Report of the In1pector of Minet. 
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