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INTRODUCTION

The exploration industry in British Columbia has un-
dergone a major transition during the past few years. An
industry that normally thrives on operating in an aggres-
sive high-risk environment has re-directed exploration
investment to more conservative ventures. The spectrum
of exploration activities that normally covers grassroots
projects to drill-testing of new targets has, in large part,
been refocused toward those in the upper range of ma-
ture prospects; those having more available data, known
resources in the ground and a potentially higher proba-
bility for development and production. These are the
exploration targets for British Columbia in 1992.

As a result the major and junior exploration compa-
nies that operated in British Columbia this year have
concentrated on classic mineral deposit models and tar-
gets that are the mainstay of the province’s mining
industry and known to yield the highest quality results.

EXPLORATION EXPENDITURES:
NATIONAL AND REGIONAL
PERSPECTIVES AND TRENDS

Preliminary estimates from industry sources indicate
that total expenditures on exploration projects in British
Columbia during 1992 will be in the order of $50 to $60
million. This figure is consolidated from regional explo-

MINERAL EXPLORATION EXPENDITURES IN B.C.
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MINERAL PRODUCTION IN B.C.
1982 TO 1992
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TOTAL MINERAL UNITS RECORDED BY MONTH
JANUARY 1990 To SEPTEMBER 1992
1 POST, 2 POST AND 4 POST CLAIMS
1990 1991 1992
Total = 100,484 Total = 58,174 Total = 26,000 (est)
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FREE MINER CERTIFICATES RECORDED BY TYPE AND BY MONTH
JANUARY 1990 TO SEPTEMBER 1992
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Total = 7213 Total = 6525 Total = 5250 (est)
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EXPLORATION EXPENDITURES
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