




















OlNSIDERATloN CblJNff ! Please respect trye 
·fact that the old min~s are on private property. If 
you wish to get off the beaten traGk al)d explore, 
please visit the museum to get current conditiOilS, 
or to plan ·a· guided tri"p. PLEASE DO NOT VANDALIZE 

ANY OF THE AREAS. 

. w !RNINGI ABANDO~ED MINES CAN BE: VERY 

DANGEROUS! -PLEASE, STAY OUT OF OLD SHAFTS ~ND 

TUNNELS! lt inay be very exciting to explore the 
areas around old mine sites, but remember that the 

. . 

shafts and tunnels are out-o(bounds. They are pri-
vatef y owned and can also be v.er.y dangerous. 
·Why? See list below. Be very"carefµl, re.spect.private 
property and read the following before embarking 
on your adventure. 

LURK IN OLD MINE SHAFTS AND TUNNELS 

L ROTTEN Woov! Ladders in old shafts, and tim­
ber supports in old tunnels may loo~ _safe, but 
appearances can be deceiving. Timber in aban­
doned mines is usually decayed, and alth.ot1gh it 
can look very solid, just touching a timber can 
c~use the tunnel to collapse. Ladders are often 
niissing rungs and fragile due to dry rot. 

. 2. POTENTIAL CAVE-INS! Cave~ins' are ~n obvious 

da11ger and difficult to ~redict. Small disturbances 
such ·as wa_lking or speaking can cause a tu_nnel 
cave-in. The top of a mine shaft is especial!/ dan- · 
gerous as ioose areas cann~t-be_ det€cted. The result 

. is a fall down the shaft as the edges qve if} ! 

3. Poo1s OF WATER! Pools of water at the bottom 
of shafts or in holes in tunnels can be deep enough 
to drown· an explorer. . 

4. BEWARE OF B~o Arn! Poor air circulation in old 
mines often· allows carbon monoxide ·or carbon . . . . 
dioxide to accu_mulate. The motion caused by walk-
ing can mix the gases with the good air, creating a 
-lethal mixture . 

· 5. Ow EXPLOSIVES! Abandoned shafts and mines 
contain old explosives left ·by careless workers. 
Explosives should never be handled. Old dynamite 
sticks and caps.can explode if stepped 0:1, or tOt.!Ched. 
Even ·experien_ced miners hesitate in handling· old 

ex~losives.- Dynamite \:ars tan be scatt~red around 
on tunnel floors, then-covered with dust, making 
t~e~ impossible to see. 

6. RATT~ESN~KEs!_ Rattlesn~kes lov~ cool place to · 
hide from the hot sui11mer sun. Old mine shafts and 

· tunnels are perfect shelters_. · Any !1ole odedge; 
especially near the entrance of a tunnel qr shaft, can. 
conceal~ snake. 

WITB ALL THESE DANGERS TO.BE AWA.RE OF; IT MAKES . . 

GOOD SENSE NOT TO P"UT YOURS.1;:LF AT ~SK!. 

THE ONLY SAFE WAY TO DEAL WITH 

ABANDONED M(NES IS TO 

Sm-Our! 

. Photograph credits~B. C..ProvinciaL Archives (BCARS) and the . 
Greenwood Museum (GM). . , . 

Prepared with the iissistance of the Greenwood Dis~rict Mining 
Heritage Committee. . · 



IIIsTomo GB8ENwoon & THE Smmom1lING AREA 
Th.e Boundary country is a wonderful land to explore; full of relics and stories of the past. Please respect this 
area so that others can.enjoy its splendor. Visit the Greenwood Museum for more information, guided tours 
and up-to-date conditions_ of the area. · . . . . ·. 
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