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Coal has  been known on the  Bowron River for over a hundred years.  Since the  early nineteen hundreds t l ie 
coal has received intermittent  attention  with shafts sunk, adits and declines driven, and  diamond drilling 
done. The most  recent work was done by Norco Resources Ltd., who  drilled  20 holes in 1977 on Coal 

Licences 148,163, and 164. 

GENERAL  SETTING 

The coal, considered to be Cretaceous or  Tertiary  in age, i s  found  mainly  in one location on  the Bowron 

River where it occurs as a number of seams on the west bank of the  river in the vicinity of the workings. 
The coal, classified as a 'high-volatile  B bituminous' i s  found  in the lower portion of a series of shal., 

sandstone, and conglomerate beds. which  diamond  drilling has indicated to be up  to  700 metres thick. 
Glacial deposits l imit exposure of the sedimentary sequence to a very few known locatiolls, and that the 
coal is exposed a t  all appears to  be fortuitous. 

Associated with the coal is resin, which is a constituent  of the coal and enclosing sediments 

Radioactivity is  noted  in  the coal outcrop in thin shale  bands, with  two  narrow bands yielding about fobr 
times background. Uranium  in the form  of  thucolite has been identified  from  this location. 

The sedimentary sequence, which occupies a trough, is bounded by Mississippian and older  volcanic an'd 
metasedimentary rocks. Contacts are hidden by glacial drift. 

The  1977 field season work consisted of geological mapping of the Bowron River from Haggen  Creek to 
Highway 16 and mapping of the  older rocks in the northern  portion  of the study area. 

The objectives of  this  work are to outline the area of sedimentary rocks in which coal and economic 

minerals may occur, and to indicate  the  structural  setting of the deposit. 
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