
STREAM SEDIMENT SAMPLING OF THE WOICKPASH PARK PROPOSAL AREA 
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A five-day stream sediment  sampling  program was undertaken :in t he  
Wokkpash Park  Proposal Area i n  August. The a rea ,  which enc:loses  the 
watershed of Wokkpash Creek, is loca ted  32 kilometres due south of mile 
400 on t h e  Alaska Highway (Fig. 1 1 1 ,  page 302). This   year ' s  work 
complements previous  geological  ground observat ions (Legun, 1984). The 
abandoned  Racing  River  road was washed ou t ,  so it was necessary t o  walk 
i n t o   t h e  Wokkpash Valley from a point  near  the  Alaska Highw(3.y. 

To minimize t h e   c o s t  of f l y ing ,   va l l ey   bo t tom  s i t e s  were accessed by f o o t  
and  samples  cached per iodica l ly   dur ing  a t r a v e r s e  t o  t h e  e n t l  of t h e  
val ley.   Alpine  areas  were  sampled  and  caches  retrieved by Ihelicopter, 
j u s t   be fo re   f l y ing   ou t .  

Sample sites included Wokkpash Creek  and a l l  major t r i b u t a r i e s   ( F i g .  1 1 1 1 .  

were sampled on f o o t ;  samples a r e   s i t e d   a t   t h e   t o p s  of a l l u v i a l   f a n s  
A t o t a l  of 44 samples were co l l ec t ed .  I n  t h e  main v a l l e y ,   t r i b u t a r i e s  

where t h e   t r i b u t a r i e s   e x i t   t h e i r  bedrock  valleys or canyons. S i l t - s i zed  
sediment of s u f f i c i e n t  volume was d i f f i c u l t   t o   o b t a i n .   G l a c i a l   d e b r i s  
t ransported  f rom  outs ide t h e  immediate  watershed  frequently  contaminated 
samples. In several   instances  the  composition of a l luv ia l   rubb le  
con t r a s t ed   sha rp ly   w i th   t ha t  of adjacent  bedrock. 

Analyses  for  gold,   si lver,   copper,   lead,  zinc,   cobalt ,   nickel,   bsriun, 
and   f luor ine   a re  underway; r e su l t s   a r e   expec ted  by ea r ly  1985. This 
quan t i t a t ive   da t a   shou ld   f ac i l i t a t e  an appropriate  land  use  decision t o  
be made f o r   t h i s  proposed  park  area. 
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F igure  111. Location map and stream  sediment 
sampling sites, Wokkpash Park 
Proposal  area. 
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