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MINERAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENTS - ACTIVITIES OF THE LAND USE OFFICE 
By A. Ratel 

INTRODUCTION 

The  Land Use Office is responsible   for   developing  reports  which  document 
the   pos i t i on  of the  Minis t ry  of Energy, Mines  and Petroleum Resource:; for  
land  use  planning  projects  throughout  the  Province. Such p ro jec t s  

proposals ,   mineral   reserve  requests ,   off ic ia l  settlement plans,  and Crown 
include:  park and recreat ion  area  proposals ,   ecological   reserve 

land  a l locat ion  plans.  The var ious   p roper ty   f i l es ,   publ ica t ions ,  and 
s ta f f   resources  of the  Geological Branch provide a v i t a l   p a r t  of t h e  
information  base  for  the  Ministry's  recommendations on land  use 
p ro jec t s .  

SOUTH MORESBY 

Work was completed on the  South Morcsby Resource  Plan i n  1984 and  the 
repor t   publ ic ly   re leased  a f te r  f ive  years   of   s tudy.  The Ministry  of 
Energy, Mines and  Petroleum  Resources  presented a minority  opinion in t h e  

planning  team members met minera l   po l icy   ob jec t ives .   Pr inc ipa l  among 
report   because none  of the  four   a l ternat ives   developed by t.he o the r  

those   ob jec t ives  is that   evaluat ion  and  determinat ion of  mineral  resource 
potent ia l   should  precede any a l i ena t ion  of the  land  base.  In the   four  
options  endorsed by the   o the r  team members, preservation  ranges  from 33 
per  cent  (Option 1 )  t o  95 per cent  (Option 4 )  of the   t o t a l   l and   base   o f  

Land Use Committee of  Cabinet.  Several  Cabinet Ministers a n d  their 
145 000 hectares .  The report  has  been presented t o  the Environment .and 

sen io r   s t a f f   t ou red   t he   a r ea   a t   t he  end of June. No decision  has been 
reached  yet. 

SLOCAN VALLEY 

The Slocan  Valley  Planning  Program, which  began i n  1981, culminated  with 
r e l e a s e  of t h e   f i n a l   d r a f t  of the  Slocan  Valley Development: Guidelines i n  
September, 1984. This  program was t h e   f i r s t   j o i n t   v e n t u r e  between the  
Province and a r e g i o n a l   d i s t r i c t  i n  a planning  exercise.  Extensive 
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involvement of both  headquarters and d i s t r i c t   s t a f f  was rec:uired t o  
develop  the  mineral   evaluations,  and provide  the  technical   information 
and  pol icy  direct ion  necessary  to  meet the  terms of r e fe rence   fo r   t he  
program. This   year   another   se r ies  of public  meetings were held  including 
one to   p rov ide   i n fo rma t ion  on forest   landscape management and 
exploration/mining  requirements.   Considerable  effort  was devoted t o  
r e v i s i n g   e a r l i e r   d r a f t s   o f   t h e   g u i d e l i n e s   t o   e n s u r e   t h a t   p o l i c i e s  would 
provide  for  continued  mineral   exploration. In themselves ,   the   guidel ines  
do  not   a l locate   land  or   regulate   land  use,   but   they  have  been  the  focus 

presented   the  document t o   t h e  Environment  and Land Use Committee  of 
of much public  debate.  The Regional District of Central  Kootenay has 

Cabinet. 

CAILKO LAKE PARK PROPOSAL 

Discussions  with  the  Minis t ry  of  Lands,  Parks  and  Housing  regarding  .the 
Chilko Lake Park  Proposal   current ly   are   s ta lemated.  In tht?   spr ing  of  

a r eas  of t h i s   p r o p o s a l  as a recreat ion  area  (Fig.  129). The Minis t r :y  of 
1984. the   Parks  Branch  proposed  designating  both  the  core  and  periphcaral 

Energy, Mines and Petroleum  Resources  countered by proposing  to   es taybl ish 
a recrea t ion   a rea ,  zoned to   permi t   explora t ion ,   on ly   over   the   core   a rea .  
This   proposal   maintains   the  per ipheral   area  as   unal ienated Crown land   or  
recommends its des igna t ion   a s   p rov inc ia l   fo re s t   t o   avo id   sub jec t ing  
exploration  programs t o  Parks Branch regulat ions.  The Ministry  awaits a 
response from the  Parks Branch t o   t h i s   c o u n t e r o f f e r .  

MINING AND PARKS 

For many years   the  Minis t ry  of  Energy, Mines and  Petroleum  Resources  has 
been  negot ia t ing  with  the  Minis t ry  of  Lands,  Parks  and  Housing t o  develop 
means t o  a l low  explorat ion of mineral   propert ies   within  park  boundaries .  
T h i s  year ,  the Parks Branch began a reclassification proce:js f o r  t he i r  
park  system.  Current ly ,   parks   are   c lass i f ied  four  ways: Class A ,  Class  
B, Class  C ,  and Recreation Area. Under t h e  new system  the:re   are   just  two 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  - Class  A parks and  Recreation  Areas. C l a s s  A s t a t u s  
w i l l  cont inue   to   p ro tec t   the   na tura l   envi ronment  and recrea t ion   va lues  of 
the  land;   resource and land  use w i l l  b e   r e s t r i c t e d   t o   t h e   p r e s e r v a t i o n  
and maintenance of   recreat ional   values .   Recreat ion Area  s':atus w i l l  
cont inue  to   protect   recreat ion  values;   non-recreat ional  us(? of land and 
resources  may be   pe rmi t t ed   a lbe i t   i n  a con t ro l l ed  manner. 

parks .   Studies  made of Class B parks  w i l l  determine which a reas  w i t h i n  
For the  most p a r t ,   l o c a l   a u t h o r i t i e s  w i l l  manage the   cu r ren t   C la s s  C 

them should  be  included  in   the Class A or  Recreation Area designat ions 
and  which should  be  excluded  from  the  park  system  altogether.  Three 

Kokanee Glacier, and Strathcona. The p a r k   r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n   i n i t i a t i v e  
Class  B parks   a re  of p a r t i c u l a r  in terest  to   exp lo ra t ion i s t l j :  Tweedsmuir, 
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may provide a mechanism t o   f r e e  known minera l   p roper t ies  from the   park  
system. No Class  B o r  C parks  have  been  designated i n   r e c e n t   y e a r s ;   t h i s  

po l icy .  
i n i t i a t i v e  is, the re fo re ,  a l og ica l   ex t ens ion  of recent   designat ion 

AREAS ALIENATED OR  RESTRICTED PROM MINING IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 1984 

Alienat ion and r e s t r i c t i o n  of lands from  mining is the   subjec t   o f  
Prel iminary Map 55 which was r e l e a s e d   i n   e a r l y  1984. The  map, a t   s c a l e  

reserves ,   Indian  Reserves ,   f looding  reserves ,  and t h e   A g r i c u l t u r a l  Land 
1:2 000 000, shows the   loca t ion   of   parks ,   recrea t ion   a reas ,   eco logica l  

Reserve.  Gross areas f o r   t h e s e   a l i e n a t i o n s   a n d   r e s t r i c t i o n s   a r e   l i s t e d  
as part of  the  legend. Twelve p l ann ing   p ro j ec t s ,  which cou ld   r e su l t  i n  
f u r t h e r   a l i e n a t i o n s  of l ands ,   a l so   a re   depic ted .  

FIELDWORK IN SUPPORT OF MINERAL POTENTIAL EVALUATIONS 

During t h e  summer of 1984 s e v e r a l   f i e l d   s t u d i e s  were undertaken i n  a r eas  
proposed   for   a l iena t ion   f rom  the   minera l   l and   base .  District Geologist  
Andrew Lequn f u r t h e r  (Lequn, 1984) examined t h e  Wokkpash Valley Park 
Proposal;   Senior  Geologist  Ron Smyth s t u d i e d   t h e  Brooks  Peninsula 
Ecological  Reserve  Proposal;  and District Geologist  George Addie 
evaluated  the  Syringa  Creek and Deer Park  Ecological  Reserve  Proposals. 
The Lequn and Smyth s t u d i e s   a r e   d e s c r i b e d   e l s e w h e r e   i n   t h i s  volume. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

For  information  concerning  specif ic   land  use  confl ic ts   or   general   land 
use   po l icy ,   p lease   contac t :  Ann Ratel, Land Use Coordinator,   Geological 
Branch,  Ministry  of  Energy, Mines and  Petroleum  Resources,  Parliament 
Bu i ld ings ,   V ic to r i a ,   Br i t i sh  Columbia, V8V 1x4. 
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