
The Brit ish Co lum bia Min is try of En ergy, Mines and
Pe tro leum Re sources and Geoscience BC pres ent the re -
sults of 2005 geoscience sur veys and stud ies in this thirty-
first edi tion of Geo log i cal Field work: A Sum mary of
Field work and Cur rent Re search. Many ar ti cles are con -
tri bu tions from staff of the BC Geo log i cal Sur vey.
Geoscience field sur veys and the pro vi sion of re sult ing
geoscience data have led to claim stak ing and en hanced
min eral ex plo ra tion ex pen di tures, which may ul ti mately
lead to new mines and eco nomic sup port for BC com mu ni -
ties. As in pre vi ous years, the vol ume also pub lishes stud ies 
by uni ver sity and in dus try au thors. 

This vol ume also in cludes 13 ar ti cles pro vided by
Geoscience BC, a new, not-for-profit, nongovernment or -
ga ni za tion man dated to pro vide geoscience in for ma tion to
stim u late min eral, and oil and gas ex plo ra tion in Brit ish Co -
lum bia. The province pro vided a grant of $25 mil lion as
start-up fund ing for the new or ga ni za tion.The ar ti cles span
a wide spec trum from geo chem i cal sur veys and geo log i cal
map ping to new tools for ac cess ing pro vin cial da ta bases.
For de tails of the Geoscience BC pro gram, re fer to the re -
view, and the in di vid ual manuscripts, presented later in this
volume.

This past year the BC Geo log i cal Sur vey re gional field
sur veys and col lab o ra tive geoscience stud ies con tin ued the
tra di tion of part ner ships with gov ern ment, in dus try and
uni ver si ties. Ar ti cles in this vol ume in clude re ports on con -
t in u ing pro grams in the Iskut-Bow ser Ba sin and
Toodoggone ar eas, and new geoscience pro jects in the
Canim Lake, coastal (in dus trial min er als), Green wood,
north east (coal), north ern Van cou ver Is land and Ter race ar -
eas. In dus try part ner ships pro vided op er at ing funds and ac -
cess to pri vate-sec tor in for ma tion, par tic u larly for the por -
phyry cop per-gold (Ga lore Creek and Mt Polley) and
Toodoggone pro grams. This vol ume also re ports on the re -

sults of a multiyear in ves ti ga tion into the prov ince’s di a -
mond po ten tial and high lights significant new information
for the northeast corner of BC.

Over the past year, the BC Geo log i cal Sur vey pub -
lished Geo log i cal Field work 2004, Ex plo ra tion and Min -
ing in Brit ish Co lum bia 2004, 18 Open File maps and re -
ports, 3 Geoscience Maps, 25 GeoFile maps, re ports and
data and 3 In for ma tion Cir cu lars. One of the high light
prod ucts this year has been the new, 1:250 000-scale, dig i -
tal geo log i cal map of the prov ince — the first li thol ogy-
based map of the Prov ince in over 25 years. All geoscience
pub li ca tions are now rou tinely posted to the Min is try of En -
ergy, Mines and Pe tro leum Re sources website. MapPlace,
one of the world’s pre mier Internet-based geoscience map
sys tems, con tin ues to im prove with the ad di tion of new
tools and data lay ers; the site ex ceeded six mil lion hits dur -
ing the last year. MINFILE, the min eral de pos its da ta base
sys tem, has been re pro grammed and made more ac ces si ble
with a new Internet in ter face. Cli ents can now ac cess com -
pany min eral as sess ment re ports from the ARIS da ta base,
on line for the years from 1947 to 1969, and from 1991 to
the pres ent.

This Geo log i cal Field work vol ume re flects the hard
work and ex per tise of nu mer ous au thors who have earned
our thanks for their con tri bu tions. The ar ti cles have been
im proved by peer and su per vi sor re view, and the qual ity
ser vices of RnD Tech ni cal are ac knowl edged for help ing to
put the vol ume to gether. The ed i tor, Brian Grant, earns spe -
cial com men da tion for be ing the key per son in pro duc ing
Geo log i cal Field work, as he coordinates the or ga ni za tion
and pub li ca tion of the vol ume.

D.V. Lefebure
Chief Ge ol o gist
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