
Geological Fieldwork 2008

The pro vi sion of new geoscience data about Brit ish Co lum bia is aimed pri mar ily at in creas ing min eral ten ure ac qui si -
tion and min eral ex plo ra tion ac tiv ity in the Prov ince. The Brit ish Co lum bia Geo log i cal Sur vey (BCGS) pres ents here the
re sults of 2008 field sur veys and geoscience re search in a 34th edi tion of Geo log i cal Field work. Most ar ti cles are con tri bu -
tions by Sur vey staff to the un der stand ing of the ge ol ogy, geo chem is try and min eral de pos its of the Prov ince. The vol ume
also in cludes con tri bu tions about col lab o ra tive re search with other or ga ni za tions and projects completed by other
professional geoscientists.

British Columbia Geological Survey Successes

· New min er al iza tion was dis cov ered dur ing map ping pro grams in the Chezacut, Prince ton, Quesnel and 100 Mile
House ar eas, which raises sig nif i cantly the min eral po ten tial of sev eral underexplored ar eas in the Prov ince.

· The Sur vey has de vel oped a new cli ent-friendly da ta base called ‘Prop erty File’ to pro vide ac cess to more than 100 000
doc u ments. These unique re ports, maps and notes span more than 100 years of ex plo ra tion. Cur rently avail able on line
are 5200 doc u ments, in clud ing the Falconbridge col lec tion and 3000 mine plans.

· The BCGS com pleted its first surficial ge ol ogy and till sam pling pro gram in more than a de cade, in the re gion west of
Wil liams Lake that has been im pacted by the moun tain pine bee tle.

· Our on line in ter face MapPlace and its sup port ing site now ex ceed 11 000 web pages. This in ter face is used 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week by the ex plo ra tion com mu nity world wide and plays an es sen tial and grow ing role in at tract ing in -
vest ment to the Prov ince.

· Geo log i cal map ping near Kitimat con firmed the pres ence of a 30 km long vol ca nic belt with new po ten tial to host mas -
sive sul phide de pos its.

· The Sur vey has started work to wards pro duc ing value-added da ta base prod ucts that use cus tom ized al go rithms and
com puter soft ware to au to mate in ter pre ta tions. Work is cur rently fo cus ing on de fin ing catch ment bas ins for pro vin cial
re gional geochemical samples.

· In a year of un pre ce dent edly rapid mar ket de vel op ments across the in dus try, Sur vey staff, in clud ing those in the Van -
cou ver and re gional of fices, con trib uted up-to-date ex per tise to de ci sions at all lev els of gov ern ment, re sponded to cli -
ent in qui ries in con fi dence, and re ported on in dus try ac tiv ity in the Prov ince.

· The Sur vey re leased data for the Ter race re gion in an in ter ac tive dig i tal for mat with files for mat ted for MapPlace,
Google Earth® and GIS pro grams.

· The Sur vey con tin ued its Geoscience Stu dent Train ing Pro gram for mentoring ge ol ogy stu dents. In fis cal year 2008–
09, we hired more than 30 geoscience train ees, many of whom will go on to pro fes sional ca reers in in dus try.

· Sur vey ge ol o gists were or ga niz ers and pre sent ers at work shops on the pine bee tle af fected re gion and till sam pling, and
led a field trip on Van cou ver Is land for in dus try par tic i pants.

D.V. Lefebure
Chief Ge ol o gist
Brit ish Co lum bia Geo log i cal Sur vey
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